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Purpose of Report 

This report seeks to update the Partnership and Committee on the progress made on the 
Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan projects and initiatives. 

Background 

The Airdrie Town Centre Action plan was approved by North Lanarkshire Council’s 
Economic Regeneration Committee in March 2005 as a multi-agency and wide ranging 
approach for the regeneration process in Airdrie Town Centre. 

Environmental Services will continue to build on the successes that have been achieved to 
date in implementing the plan. The following is an update on the individual projects 
contained within the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan which are under development. 

Airdrie Health Centre 

The Airdrie Health Centre project received Scottish Government approval at the end of 
January 2010. Demolition work of the former Somerfield building is now well underway. 
Traffic management arrangements have been put in place to ensure that the demolition can 
proceed safely whilst also maintaining two way traffic flow on Gartlea Road. Construction 
work will commence immediately after the demolition programme. The new centre is 
expected to be completed by February 2012. NHS Lanarkshire have appointed an Arts 
Strategy Manager to coordinate the public art element of the project, who will work with 
NHS Lanarkshire, North Lanarkshire Council and a range of community groups within the 
Airdrie area to maximise community input into this aspect of the project. It is envisaged that 
the completed artwork will be located both within the building and the adjoining streetscape 
of Graham Street. 

Airdrie Health Centre - Parking Provision 

The required additional car parking associated with the Airdrie Health Centre development 
is to be provided by creating an additional deck at the Hallcraig Street car park in Airdrie 
Town Centre. Ground investigation (GI) works have now been completed as the first stage 
of the project, which has allowed North Lanarkshire Council Roads and Transportation to 
proceed with detailed design work for the car park. 

A programme of community consultation to be undertaken prior to submission of a Planning 
Application for the development has been approved by the relevant Development 
Management Team. North Lanarkshire Council Roads and Transportation and their 
consultants have been progressing a series of consultation sessions with local community 
councils and a public display has been installed within Airdrie Library. The results of the 
community consultation will inform the finalisation of the scheme, along with comments 
from other relevant consultees. It is aimed to submit a Planning Application in November 
201 0. 
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0 Wellwynd Church 

The contract to redevelop and extend the Old Wellwynd Church to provide a Social 
Enterprise Centre is due to be completed in mid-October, with tenants moving in over the 
rest of that month. The building is anticipated to be fully let on completion, with seven 
tenants in total. 

This project has seen a vacant, category ‘C’ Listed Building within the heart of Airdrie Town 
Centre successfully redeveloped and integrated with a new build extension to create a 
valuable resource for the social enterprise sector and the local community. The tenants, 
alongside being contributors to the economic health of North Lanarkshire, also have 
important roles in supporting North Lanarkshire residents through the provision of services 
such as play, employability and other advice services. 

Key features of the listed building have been protected, complemented by the modern 
design of the extension. The sustainable and sensitive approach to the development is 
reflected in the anticipated achievement of a Very Good BREEAM rating. Alongside the 
building development, landscape details on the main pedestrian access lane to the front of 
the building have been designed to be in keeping with the palette of materials and railing 
details used throughout the Airdrie Town Centre streetscape improvement programme, to 
further foster a distinct sense of place within the town centre. 

The project has been delivered by North Lanarkshire Council Regeneration Services in 
partnership with Clyde Valley Housing Association (CVHA). CVHA are leasing the building 
from the Council, to deliver the social enterprise centre. The total investment for this 
development has been just under f4 million, with funding sourced from North Lanarkshire 
Council, ERDF and Clyde Valley Housing Association. 

3. Town Centre Regeneration Fund: Former Orr’s Department Store building 

Clyde Valley Housing Association (CVHA), the lead organisation for this project to 
redevelop the former Orr‘s Department Store in Airdrie town centre, are continuing to liaise 
positively with landowners surrounding the site to agree access arrangements for the 
implementation of the project. CVHA are confident that the necessary agreements can be 
secured to allow the project to commence in November 2010. Due consideration will be 
given to the potential impact of works in the run up to Christmas within the project 
programming. Prior to works commencing on site, any impending impact on traffic flow in 
Airdrie Town Centre will be advertised in advance through temporary signs to be installed 
within the town centre. 

4. Action Plans 

The proposed approach to the development of a set of Frameworks for the growth and 
change of North Lanarkshire’s town centres is currently being progressed. Further updates 
on this matter will be provided to the Area Partnership at future cycles. 

5. Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note progress made on the projects and 
initiatives contained within the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan. 

SHIRLEY LINTON 
HEAD OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Kirsty Gray on 01236 616251 (17 September 2010) 
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