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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to update members of the Airdrie and District Local Area 
Partnership on developments with the current joint work taking place between Strathclyde 
Police, Housing and Social Work Services and Strathclyde Fire and Rescue for the period 
from 1"June 2010 to 31" August 2010. 

Background 

Under the Government's 'Promoting Positive Outcomes: Working Together to Prevent 
Anti-social Behaviour in Scotland, the National Framework for preventing anti- 
social behaviour, has allowed the wider public sector to move in the same direction; 
work together as equal partners and importantly, allow collective contribution from all the 
public sector partners. 

Tackling anti-social behaviour contributes to all five of the Government's strategic objectives 
but primarily supports making our communities safer and stronger by focusing on National 
Outcomes 9 ( we live our lives free from crime, disorder and danger) and 11 (we have 
strong, resilient and supportive communities where people take responsibility for their own 
actions and how they affect others). 

Statistical Information 

The report includes information from each of the partners and a ward by ward summary of 
notable incidents. Appendix 1 shows the Hotspot map for the Airdrie area, Appendix 2 
Housing & Social Work Services, Appendix 3 Strathclyde Police and Appendix 4 the 
Tactical Assessment from Strathclyde Fire & Rescue. 

CRIME REPORTS FOR AlRDRlE 

PERIOD: 1 st June 201 0 to 31 st August 201 0 

Reported Crimes / Offences for the period 
Detected for same period 
Detected Fixed Penalty Notices 
% Detected 

1676 
979 
168 
58.4% 

This report has been compiled to reflect the activity in each Ward area and the above 
statistics are broken down within the following individual ward reports. 



OPERATIONAL ACTIVITY 

Over this period there have been 5971 police incidents recorded for the Airdrie area. 

High visibility patrols continue to be targeted to areas where there are recurring incidents of 
violence, disorder and antisocial behaviour and in this regard specific directed patrol plans 
have been drawn up relative to the areas of - 

Thrashbush / Rochsoles / Greengairs / Caldercruix / Plains - Airdrie North 
Town Centre / Whinhall / Rawyards / Gartlea - 
Craigneuk / Petersburn / Chapelhall - Airdrie South 

Airdrie Central 

Specific EPIC action plans have been developed for the highest priority areas within these 
ward areas (Thrashbush, Whinhall and Chapelhall) and have been agreed at the Community 
Safety Sub Group. These are shown on the map at Appendix 'A' and will be reviewed over a 
3 month period, with the focus of activity moving as required. 

Overall partnership working continues to be effective throughout the ward areas, with 
information being shared across agencies, which in turn drives service delivery. A recent 
example of this is the data received from Strathclyde Fire and Rescue relative to secondary 
fire locations, which has highlighted specific locations of youth disorder. 

The supply of drugs continues to be a priority and again there have been successful 
operations carried out in several of the ward areas, against those involved in the supply of 
drugs. These are highlighted in the following ward sections. As a result, a number of 
individuals have been the subject of reports to the procurator fiscal for both drugs 
possession and drugs supply. 

During the period 321 incidents were resulted relative to youths causing annoyance across 
the Airdrie area and accounts for 5% of the total incidents attended. 

Continuing with the ongoing Campaign against Violence, from 14 June 2010 to 15 August 
2010, activity focused on "Anti social behaviour" and a campaign day was held on 2"d July 
201 0 involving Mutual Aid officers from Force Headquarters being deployed within the 
locality. This resulted in a much higher visible presence and specific areas and key 
individuals being targeted. The results of this operation were generally positive. Within the 
forthcoming period, the Campaign against Violence will focus on the following themes - 

0 Serious and Organised Crime 

Knife Crime and Collective Violence 
(Monday 16 August 201 0 to Sunday 3 October 201 0.) 

(Monday 8 November 201 0 to Sunday 5 December 201 0.) 

Officers continue to be tasked with carrying out checks on individuals subject to curfew and / 
or domestic bail, to ensure that they are complying with the requirements of bail set out by 
the Court. Activity in this area continues to result in a high number of persons being arrested 
and reported to the Procurator Fiscal for breaching their bail conditions. 

In addition, the Domestic Abuse Violence Reduction Unit has continued to be successful in 
reducing the number of repeat victims of Domestic Abuse through pro-actively targeting 
previous offenders, whilst providing 
reassurance visits to victims. 

Officers from Roads Policing have again been active within all 3 ward areas and have 
carried out road blocks on several of the main arterial routes through the locality. These 
operations are intended to maximise road and vehicle safety as well as target vehicles being 
used by members of Serious or Organised Crime Groups. These operations have again 



proved particularly successful with a significant number of fixed penalty notices issued, 
drivers reported for consideration of prosecution and vehicles seized. 

Specifically with regards to the Divisional priority of violent crime, local intensive scrutiny of 
all reported incidents of serious and common assault continues in an effort to ensure that all 
available lines of enquiry are exhausted and the persons responsible for same are brought to 
justice. As a result of this scrutiny, together with the directed patrols in areas with the highest 
frequency of incidents of this nature, there has been a continued decrease in incidents, 
together with an increase in detections. 

As a result of the pro-active patrols targeting incidents of street drinking and antisocial 
behaviour, there has been a continued reduction in the number of reports of youths drinking 
across all ward areas. Stop search activity continues to be a focus of police tasking, with 
searches for weapons, alcohol and drugs prioritised. 

Over this period, there have been a total of 166 warrants executed within the Airdrie ward 
areas, 57 of which were apprehension warrants. 

4. Ward Reports 

This report has been compiled to reflect the activity in each Ward area and the above 
statistics are broken down within the following individual ward reports. 

4.1 Ward 7 

There were a total of 1959 incidents over the period with 491 crimes recorded between 1 
June 2010 and 31 August 2010. There have been 265 detections in relation to these crimes 
(53.9%), the majority of which were as a result of proactive policing together with 70 fixed 
penalty tickets issued. 

The previous issue of disorder within Burnfoot have been the focus of increased police 
attention and as a result incidents continue to decrease. However, there has been a 
perceived displacement effect, whereby there has been an increase of incidents within ‘The 
Rushes’ area. Pro-active deployment of officers will continue in this area. This deployment 
has already resulted in over 60 Parent Alert letters being issued to the families of youths 
found gathering at this location, as well as fixed penalty tickets being issued to persons 
involved in minor acts of anti-social behaviour. Scrutiny of these letters also reveals that the 
majority of youths congregating in this location are resident in the wider community. 

Supervision of the area surrounding the recently completed MUGA sports pitch in 
Rochsoles, resulting in several fixed penalty tickets being issued. Partnership work is also 
ongoing relative to the trimming of trees and shrubbery in this area to discourage youths 
loitering and the commission of anti-social behaviour. 

Supervision has continued to be provided to Greengairs, which has maintained the reduction 
in incidents of youth disorder. 

Previous issues of disorder in Plains continue to be targeted and the previous reduction in 
incidents has been maintained. Community officers continue to engage with concerned 
residents and partner agencies and work continues to create diversionary activities for 
youths, particularly at the weekend. This includes work to address the ongoing incidents of 
illegal use of quad bikes in the village and surrounding areas. 

Following the previously identified issues at and about St Columba’s church, additional 
supervision has been provided to the area and there have been minimal reported incidents 
to this area over this period. Partnership work will continue to address the longer term issue 
of building security. 



Emerging trends 

There has been a perceived rise in incidents of Youth Disorder within the communities of 
Drumgelloch and Clarkston. As a result, localised action plans have been developed and 
these areas will be provided with additional supervision to attempt to resolve same. 

Incidents of note 

Following receipt of Community based intelligence, a house in the Plains area was searched 
under a Sheriff’s warrant and a significantly large quantity of drugs, (valued at several 
hundred thousand pounds) was seized. Two individuals are the subject of a report to the 
Procurator Fiscal regarding same. 

Following the installation of CCTV cameras within the Plains area there appears to have 
been a displacement effect on Youth Disorder in the area, whereby there has been a slight 
increase in incidents to the area of the village not covered by cameras. Local officers have 
been regularly deployed into this area to address same. 

One house in the Greengairs area was searched under warrant and a large Cannabis 
Cultivation was detected. Enquiries are continuing to trace the occupier of the premises 
however the circumstances have been reported to the Procurator Fiscal. 

Both off-sales licensed premises within the Plains village have been approached and have 
agreed to participate in the planned ‘Bottle watch’ initiative, intended to identify patterns of 
alcohol use/purchase, particularly by underage drinkers. 

From a Housing perspective Ward 7 saw a 50% decrease in the number of new cases from 
24 to 12 when compared to the previous report and as a result formal actions in this ward 
also dropped by a similar percentage. There are 24 ongoing cases which is 20% more than 
31 May 2010. 

Serious youth disorder in Rochsoles and Burnfoot reduced in the period under review with 
previous joint visits between Police and Anti Social Investigators appearing to have the 
desired outcome. A serious assault on contractors employed by NLC in Meadowside Place 
is the subject of reports to the procurator fiscal and we await the outcome of that trial with 
interest. One of the alleged perpetrators is the subject of a separate ASBO application 

Complaint levels in Plains continues to be low. Fixed CCTV cameras are now deployed and 
operational. 

Holehills high rise flats saw a significant increase in anti social reports over the period and 
joint actions between Police and Housing are being discussed. Unruly individuals removed 
and 6 dispersed properties to be returned to mainstream. Community Wardens have 
increased patrols in the area and maintain a high visibility approach. 

Ward 8 

From a Police perspective there were a total of 2688 incidents over the period with 846 
crimes recorded between 1 June 2010 and 31 August 2010. There have been 543 
detections in relation to these crimes (64.1%), the majority of which were as a result of 
proactive policing together with 66 fixed penalty notices issued. 

The Town Centre Officers continue to prioritise visits to licensed premises which has 
resulted in a number of premises having their opening hours and licence conditions 



reviewed. In addition several licensed premises in the ward area have been the subject of 
Test Purchase Operations. No offences were detected as a result of these operations. 

Operations involving the proactive deployment of “Ferroguard metal detection technology 
and hand-held metal detectors have resulted in a large number of stop searches being 
carried out. The focus of this activity continues to be directed towards reducing the number 
of weapons in circulation whilst providing re-assurance to persons frequenting the Town 
Centre area. 

The ‘Falcon Speed Gun’ has also been deployed regularly in the areas of Cairnhill Rd, roads 
surrounding Victoria Primary School and Centenary Avenue. In addition colleagues from 
Roads Policing have conducted enforcement operations in these areas, with a number of 
individuals being charged with road traffic offences. The deployment of resources and this 
equipment continues to have a positive effect on influencing driver behaviour. 

Emerging Trends 

Violence remains a priority across all Wards, with detection rates for such crimes at an all 
time high. An example of this can be seen within the Town Centre ‘Safe Zone’, where the 
majority of the town’s licensed premises are located. During the period of this report there 
were no incidents of serious violence or disorder. 

There has been a small increase in the number of opportunist type sneak-in thefts, 
particularly in the Cairnhill area. Officers were deployed in Plain Clothes patrols and together 
with colleagues from the neighbouring Sub Division, subsequently located and apprehended 
three males in Salsburgh who were in possession of a stolen motor vehicle, taken from a 
house in Cairnhill. A report has been sent to the Procurator Fiscal regarding the 
circumstances. 

Incidents of note / Arrests 

Acting on information received, officers stopped a male within a vehicle on Wellwynd and 
detected one male who was in possession of a large amount of controlled drugs. He was 
arrested and following his subsequent appearance at court, he was remanded pending his 
trial for the associated charges. 

A number of thefts from motor vehicles in the Gartlea area led to a plain clothes operation 
and recovery of DNA evidence. A suspect was identified and a local man has been 
apprehended for 5 separate instances of theft, where he entered insecure motor vehicles. 

A number of Search Warrants in relation to the possession and supply of controlled rugs 
have been executed across the Ward, with two notable examples relating to separate house 
searches where controlled drugs, money and drug producing paraphernalia with values in 
excess of €30,000 being recovered. 

All off-sales licensed premises within the Whinhall have been approached and have agreed 
to participate in the planned ‘Bottle watch’ initiative. 



Housing and Social Work report that over the period under review the number of new 
complaints remained at 31 however, actions taken and the number of ongoing cases has 
risen slightly when compared to previous report. There were 2 interim ASBO's granted. See 
appendix 2 for a further breakdown 

Proportionately high Housing termination levels within Whinhall continue to be of concern. 
Wester Mavisbank Ave and Whinhall Ave are the worst affected streets. It is reported that 
residents continue to be too frightened to report incidents due to fear of reprisals; however, 
multi agency meetings have taken place to discuss individuals and general issues. Joint 
actions have been identified and Police and Airdrie Housing staff are in the process of 
mapping the occasions of anti social / criminal activity with joint visit being carried out to 
those guilty of excessive behaviours. This area is also the subject of a locality (low demand) 
action plan prepared by the Airdrie Housing Office. The aesthetic appearance of the open 
areas is however good and Community Wardens continue to patrol the area and remove 
items dumped or left behind after the property terminated. The multi agency action day was 
beneficial and consideration is being given to repeating this on a smaller scale for Bell Street 
area of Whinhall 

With exception of one incident, youth disorder has reduced in Bell Street; however there was 
still evidence of anti social activity in Sword Street /West Kirk Street. This has been tackled 
by the issue of an interim ASBO and joint interventions. 

Problems still evident at Milton Street areas in respect of frequent flow of visitors to one 
particular property. Investigations are ongoing in relation to this matter. Information on 
possible tenancies being used for drug activity has been passed to Police and recent 
disclosure received in relation to one property raided by Police for which we await the 
outcome at court. If resident found guilty of supply of drugs we will raise action for recovery 
of tenancy 

Ward 11 
From a Police perspective there were a total of 1324 incidents over the period with 339 
crimes recorded between 1"' June 2010 and 31"' August 2010. There have been 171 
detections in relation to these crimes (50.4%), the majority of which were as a result of 
proactive policing together with 32 fixed penalty tickets issued. 

Incidents of Youth Disorder and alcohol abuse within Centre Street, Chapelhall, continues to 
be significantly reduced following the suspension of both the personal and premises 
license's associated with an off sales premises at this location. This location will continue to 
be monitored to ensure no repetition of the issues, following any subsequent reinstatement 
of these licenses. 

Following the start of the new school term, parking issues surrounding the joint schools 
campus in Chapelhall continue to be reported, however not to the same degree as 
previously. These will continue to be addressed via local police supervision and joint work 
with all interested parties. 

The 'Falcon Speed Gun' has also been deployed regularly in the area of Petersburn Road, 
Towers Rd and Varnsdorff Way. Colleagues from Roads Policing have also conducted 
enforcement operations in these areas, with a number of individuals being charged with road 
traffic offences. The deployment of this equipment continues to have a positive effect on 
influencing driver behaviour. 

Emerging Trends 

The previous road closures of Carlisle Road have now been lifted and the short term traffic 
issues associated with this closure appear to have been addressed. 



There has been a perceived rise in incidents of Youth Disorder in the Lauchope Street area 
of Chapelhall as well as the Petersburn area (including Petersburn Park). Localised action 
plans have been developed to address both of these areas. 

incidents of Note / Arrests 

Following joint work between the police and anti-social investigators, an Anti Social 
Behaviour Order was granted relative to one male from the Calderbank area. Following this, 
the male has subsequently been charged with 2 breaches of this order and at his recent 
court appearance for same, via special conditions of bail, he was prohibited from entering 
the village. Activity will continue to be focused to ensure that he adheres to this bail 
condition. 

It should also be highlighted that Constable James Lee, who has worked within this ward, 
particularly within the CraigneuWPetersburn area, has been recognised for his effort and 
commitment through a recent promotion to the rank of Sergeant. Following his promotion, he 
has been transferred to the neighbouring South Lanarkshire Division. 

Housing & Social Work report that over the period under review there was decrease in new 
complaints (27%) but a significant increase in formal actions. see appendix 2 for a further 
breakdown 

Sale of alcohol to youths and resultant anti social behaviour is still a concern in Chapelhall 
but complaints to housing remain low in this regard. 

Significant drugs convictions received for Craigneuk area and recovery of possession 
actions still ongoing. Anti Social activity continues to be manageable 

General Issues 

Whilst number of new cases had reduced, 2 successful interim ASBO applications made and 
2 full ASBO’s granted during the period under review. There was also an increase in formal 
act ions. 

No further reports been made to housing regarding youth disorder at shops in Salsburgh but 
it was noted that youths gather on private ground behind the Learigg public house backing 
on to Muirhall Terrace. Learigg is earmarked for demolition. 

137-147b Main Street, Salsburgh - Anti social activity in and around this block was both 
frequent and serious between March and May. The main perpetrator voluntarily terminated 
the tenancy and no reports of anti social activity have been made since the recovery of this 
tenancy. Representative from local residents group recently claimed problems still evident in 
the blocks. Contact to be made with individual in question to obtain more information. 

Successful interagency working continues to be the key to many of the local successes 

5. Promoting Positive Outcomes 

Over the period under review there have been many positive examples of best practice and 
joint working which supports the 4 pillars of Promoting Positive Outcomes. i.e. Prevention, 
Integration, Engagement and Communication. 

Through the Tasking and Co-ordinating agenda there have been several key actions 
progressed via Community Safety Sub Group (CSSG) activity for the period. 

Through consideration of the issues raised via the EPIC templates, supplied by our 
colleagues in Police, many joint initiatives have taken place within the areas of Chaplehall, 
Whinhall (and Burnfoot) and Thrashbush. Contents of the EPIC document are used to 



influence our local priorities for key actions. Within each of the three identified areas there 
have been common problems which could be clearly mapped by comparing Police ‘hot spot’ 
information, also discussed at the Community Safety Sub Group (CSSG), and our own 
tasking document. Information sharing protocols, joint actions and engagement of the 
community and external agencies have attempted to tackle many of the issues and all 
parties continue to be committed to the key principles of partnership working. 

At recent CSSG meeting all partners agreed that Liber8 should be encouraged to place 
youth work resource in Whinhall, Burnfoot and Thrashbush which would replicate the pilot in 
Craigneuk area of Airdrie. The CSSG continues to influence the local agenda and target 
areas for agencies over the subsequent month and one of Airdrie Housing’s key priorities 
over the coming months will be the issue of fire safety. 

Over the period under review there have been significant changes to the liaison process 
between Police and Housing. Information sharing and discussion is now far more focussed 
on pre-identified individuals with resultant joint actions i.e. joint visits or discussion at CSSG / 
Local Area Teams. 

In an attempt to improve engagement with the community Airdrie Housing staff have 
attended evening meetings in Plains, Whinhall, Cairnhill, Holehills and Chapelhall as well as 
represented the office at the opening of the MUGA in Rochsoles. 

The ‘Nae Bother’ in June and the Whinhall action day in July helped increase public 
awareness of community safety and noise issues. 

A key priority for NLC is child protection, and associated issues, and regular attendance at 
the Youth Offender Forum has brought successes in the form of partnership working on the 
youth justice agenda. We are now also actively involved in the children’s panel hearings 
presenting the views of Housing and the community affected by the behaviour of the 
individuals. There are currently 7 youths under discussion at the forum, 5 of whom are 
subject to supervision. 2 Youths have been removed from the discussion process over the 
last quarter. 

CCTV has now been activated in Plains and success will be reviewed over the coming 
months. Consideration for temporary CCTV in Salsburgh has been ruled out due to 
limitations in the signal capacity and local wireless restrictions. Rochsoles Drive/ Crowhill 
Crescent is still being considered as an option for temporary cameras. 

It should be noted that the good links with Police are being replicated as we build 
relationships with Strathclyde Fire and Rescue. It is anticipated that the relationships will be 
made stronger in coming months as we shift focus to work together on the issue of 
secondary fires throughout the area. 

Although there has been a reduction in referrals made to our Mediation team agreement 
levels are good. Housing staff and the Police continue to work closely with the team to 
encourage this preventative measure when dealing with neighbour disputes at an early 
stage. 

Links with Health via the local LPG and Local Area Team continue to improve for all but we 
are keen to explore methods for increasing local contacts as we progress together. 

Police - Communities Unit 

There have been several personnel changes to the Communities Unit within this period, 
including the allocation of new personnel and with the planned introduction of the Force’s 
Integrated Service Delivery Model, scheduled for October 201 0, the numbers of officers 
attached to the unit will increase further. 

With regards to the proposed refurbishment of Airdrie office, work continues to finalise the 
options available to the Force, particularly in light of the current financial climate. However, 



within these options, there is a clear commitment from the Divisional to retain the local 
faciIities/deployment options currently afforded by Airdrie Police office. 

The previously identified Campus Officer has commenced his role within Airdrie Academy 
and initial feedback appears positive. 

Joint working arrangements between the Local Police and Antisocial Investigators continues 
to be enhanced, which has resulted in more streamlined processes for the sharing of 
information to allow resources to be deployed to pro-actively target identified individuals, 
families and locations causing the most concern in the community. 

Community based and ward surgeries continue to be a valuable asset in intelligence 
gathering and providing better accessibility to the police within the communities. 

The use of trail bikes throughout the Airdrie and villages locality is being targeted via a multi- 
agency initiative, which was launched recently at New Monklands Primary School. 
Attendee’s at this media launch included, Provost Curley, MSP’s Alex Neil and Karen 
Whitefield and other local elected representatives. The intelligence gathering phase 
associated with this initiative has already resulted in a large volume of intelligence being 
gathered relative to the most frequent locations and persons involved in this activity. The 
education phase is currently ongoing, with enforcement operations intended to start in 
October 201 0. 

Strathclyde Fire & Rescue have had 9 open hydrant occurrences over the last period and 
are distributing fact sheets to local schools and libraries to make people aware of the 
dangers of using this equipment. 

Strathclyde Fire L? Rescue are also to launch a deliberate fire reduction initiative in 
association with Strathclyde Police and Crimestoppers. Attempts will be made to identify the 
people who are starting these fires in an attempt to reduce their occurrence. 

6. Recommendation 

6.1 It is recommended that members of the Local Area Partnership: 

(i) Note the contents of the report 

North Lanarkshire Council - Housing & Social Work Services 
Strathclyde Police 
Strathclyde Fire & Rescue 
October 201 0 
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Appendix 2 
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HOUSING and SOCIAL WORK SERVICES - ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR ACTIVITIES 
Including Anti-social behaviour case numbers and mediation activity. 

Period: 1 st June 201 0 to 30th August 201 0 

1 st 15 68 
53 Warning 31 Investigate 23 

Final 12 14 

I I 



I Medidon Activity Jurrcia- August 2010 

7 
a 
11 

Total 

I I No of Referrals I Outcome I 

2 4 2 2 

1 1 1 1 
3 7 3 3 

2 

7 
8 
11 

Total 

1 1 2 

1 1 
1 1 1 3 

Mediation referrals have decreased significantly since the last report; however the referrals that 
have been made to the team have all reached a successful outcome. The tenants and residents 
involved in these cases have reached a mutually acceptable agreement that will prevent the need 
for further complaints and allow them to move on positively. 

Feedback from tenants and residents using the service is overwhelmingly positive, to ensure that 
we utilise the service where appropriate housing staff and mediators are currently conducting 
information sharing sessions in all localities to highlight appropriate cases and promote joint 
working. 



Appendix 3 

Strathclyde Police Statistical Report 

Ward 7 
Community Officers attached to same; 

Pc’s McDonald, Haines, Maxwell, Stephen, Fleming, Bone, Cairns, Hamilton, Burns, Routledge, 
Harris, Gilmour, Harden, Clark plus 7 Special Constables. 

There were a total of 1959 incidents over the period with 491 crimes recorded between 1 June 
2010 and 31 August 2010. There have been 265 detections in relation to these crimes (53.9%), the 
majority of which were as a result of proactive policing together with 70 fixed penalty tickets issued. 

Ward 8 
Community Officers attached to same; 

Pc’s Muir, Clark, Ballard, Innes, Millar, Marshall, Stevenson, Hyslop, Dobbie, Cassidy, Gardiner, 
Adam, Deeney plus 6 Special Constables. 

There were a total of 2688 incidents over the period with 846 crimes recorded between 1 June 
2010 and 31 August 2010. There have been 543 detections in relation to these crimes (64.1%), the 
majority of which were as a result of proactive policing together with 66 fixed penalty notices 
issued. 

Ward 11 
Community Officers attached to same; 

Pc’s Shaw, Emans, Watson, Maccalman, Sutherland, McPhee, Stark, Burton, Beveridge, Lee and 
3 Special Constables 

There were a total of 1324 incidents over the period with 339 crimes recorded between I “  June 
2010 and 3Ist August 2010. There have been 171 detections in relation to these crimes (50.4%), 
the majority of which were as a result of proactive policing together with 32 fixed penalty tickets 
issued. 
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