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1. 

Ref: GCl1 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1 .I To seek approval regarding the Greater Glasgow and Clyde NHS Board Area Plan for the 
investigation and control of an outbreak of a foodlwater borne gastrointestinal infection. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 Responsibility for the investigation and control of foodlwater borne gastrointestinal 
infections in Scotland is shared by NHS Boards and Local Authorities. It is recognised that 
an essential element in this process is the compilation of a Plan which clearly sets out the 
responsibilities of the relevant Agencies together with details of the procedures which they 
should follow for the purposes of investigating and controlling a significant outbreak. 

3. REPORT 

3.1 The proposed Plan is an update of the previous Plan which has been necessary partly 
due to the need to reflect the change in the Greater Glasgow Health Board area which 
now includes the former Clyde NHS Health Board area. It also includes amendments 
agreed as a result of a consultation process involving the NHS Health Board, the eight 
local authorities situated within the NHS Health Board area, the Food Standards Agency, 
Scottish Water and Health Protection Scotland. A copy of the proposed Plan has been 
placed within the Member’s library. 

3.2 Members should be aware that the investigation and control of outbreaks may require the 
Council to commit itself to considerable expenditure in order to assist in controlling the 
spread of the outbreak as quickly as possible. In certain circumstances control measures 
may also involve the closure of food premises or the recall and, in some instances, 
seizure of foodstuffs thought to be linked to an outbreak. Approval of the Plan therefore 
places a firm commitment on the Council to provide whatever resources are necessary for 
meeting it’s responsibilities for controlling outbreaks and protecting the public. 

3.3 An expectation is placed on the Health Board and all other local authorities within the 
Health Board area to respond in a similar manner, if necessary. It is proposed that this 
joint commitment is demonstrated by the Plan being signed by all respective Chief 
Executives, subject to committee approval, confirming that each authority will work in 
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partnership, as appropriate, and provide sufficient resources in order to deal with any 
outbreak of a food or water borne gastrointestinal infection. 

3.4 It is intended that the Plan will be reviewed on a regular basis and will be amended to 
reflect any legislative changes andlor any significant issues arising from any desk top 
exercises or an actual outbreak. 

4. SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 

4.1 There are no issues relevant to this report which have any sustainability implications. 

5. CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

5.1 The recommendations are consistent with policy in regard to personnel, legal and property 
issues. It should be noted that approval of the plan will commit the Council to providing an 
appropriate level of resources for the investigation and control of any outbreaks which 
may arise involving this authority. 

6. RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1 That Members approve the Greater Glasgow and Clyde Plan for the Investigation and 
Control of a Foodmater borne Gastrointestinal Infection. 

6.2 That the Plan is signed by the Chief Executive. 

For further information please contact Gordon Cunningham on 01236 61651 1 
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