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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT/INTRODUCTlON 

1.1 To advise members on recent enforcement activities relating to the Children & Young 
Persons (Protection from Tobacco) Act 1991, the Children and Young Persons (Scotland) 
Act 1937 and other legislation with regard to age-restricted products. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 North Lanarkshire Council has a duty under section 6 of the Children & Young Persons 
(Protection from Tobacco) Act 1991 to carry out an appropriate enforcement programme. 
The Council is required to review its enforcement strategy in this area on an annual basis. 
An enforcement programme includes the investigation of complaints and the taking of 
other measures intended to reduce the incidence of offences. 

2.2 The enforcement programme is carried out by the Trading Standards Service of the 
Protective Services Division. 

2.3 This report details the initial enforcement activity in relation to the sale of tobacco products 
and other age-restricted products during 2007. 

3. CONS I DE RAT1 0 NS 

3.1 Volunteers have been trained by Trading Standards staff and been involved in test 
purchase exercises in which they, accompanied covertly by trading standards officers, 
enter retail shop premises and attempt to buy cigarettes, solvents and spray paints etc. All 
purchasing exercises were conducted in accordance with the guidance issued by the Lord 
Advocate. All volunteers were at least 18 months younger than the age restriction for the 
product in question. 

The latest operational test purchase exercises took place over February, March and 
August throughout the Coatbridge and Bellshill area as part of joint exercises with local 
police and health colleagues. 

3.2 

3.3 

3.4 

Of 24 attempted test purchases our volunteers were sold cigarettes on 4 occasions. 

Of 50 attempted test purchases of butane lighter refills (minimum age 18) our volunteers 
were sold on 1 1 occasions. One volunteer was only 13 years old. 



3.5 

3.6 

3.7 

3.8 

3.9 

Of 8 attempted test purchases of spray paint devices (minimum age 16) our volunteers 
were sold on 2 occasions, one of which has resulted in a report to the Procurator Fiscal. 

All traders who sold goods to our volunteers have been interviewed by enforcement staff. 
Formal written warning letters have been sent to the individual sellers and owners of the 
businesses with the proviso that any future transgressions will be reported to the 
Procurator Fiscal for prosecution. Appropriate training for all staff in the outlets in question 
has been identified. 

Those traders who did not sell to our volunteers were sent letters congratulating them. 

As a result of the Service enforcement and promotional activities there is patently a 
clearer understanding and awareness by traders and the community in North Lanarkshire 
of the provisions prohibiting the sale of tobacco products to persons under the age of 16 
years and the age restrictions for other products. Importantly the trade and the community 
now know which service to complain to should they suspect underage supply of age- 
restricted products. 

Further educational and promotional work has been undertaken in the run up to the 
proposed raising of the minimum age for purchasing tobacco products to eighteen years 
with effect from 1'' October 2007. We have worked closely with the Tobacco Control 
Team within the Scottish Executive to ensure that appropriate information and other 
materials reached all retail sellers of tobacco products in North Lanarkshire. 

3.10 Further test purchase exercises are planned in the next few weeks and it is anticipated 
that more young volunteers will be recruited and trained via our continued liaison with 
Dialogue YouthNoung Scot. Intelligence gained as a result of complaints and other 
enforcement activity will be used to determine retail premises to be included in future 
exercises. 

4. CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

4.1 The recommendations are consistent with policy and there are no personnel, legal or 
property implications. 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 That Committee notes the activities carried out by the Trading Standards Service to 
protect young persons from age restricted products. 

5.2 That Committee endorses continuing the programme of enforcement operations in relation 
to cigarettes and other age restricted products. 

Crawford Morgan 
HEAD OF PROTECTIVE SERVICES 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact Peter 
Fergie, Team Leader Trading Standards, on 01698 302007 


