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2. 
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4. 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to inform Committee on the position taken by the Roads and 
Transportation Service in relation to the petition for the erection of a ‘No Ball Games’ sign 
within the public road at Dunnikier Walk, Blackwood, Cumbernauld. 

BACKGROUND 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

Dunnikier Walk is a residential CUI de sac, 86m long, traffic calmed and within a 20’s 
Plenty area and as a result has low traffic speeds. 

A request from a resident for the erection of a ‘No Ball Games’ sign in Dunnikier Walk 
was received in April 2007, due to their concerns about children playing football in the 
street and spilling over into other resident’s front gardens. 

The ‘No Ball Games’ signs are advisory only and are not enforceable, do not target any 
specific group and have no defined area of coverage. 

The signs have been erected in the past in the public road and footpaths, 
predominantly in the Cumbernauld area and were initially effective in curtailing the 
activity at the specific location, but this has increasingly resulted in a relocation of the 
problem further along the road prompting additional requests for signing. In addition 
the erection of the ‘No Ball Game’ sign has resulted in neighbour disputes as some 
parents consider the sign to be a personal attack on their children. This occurrence is 
becoming more common resulting in counter demands to remove the signs. As a 
result, the request for a sign in Dunnikier Walk was rejected. 

SUSTAl NAB1 LlTY IM PLl CATIONS 

3.1 There are no sustainability implications for the Council. 

PROPOSALS I CONSIDERATIONS 

4.1 In view of the problems identified above and the increasing ineffectiveness of the 
signs, the Roads and Transportation Service no longer automatically provides the ‘No 



5. 

6. 

Ball Games’ signs and will deal with each location individually, assessing both the road 
safety implications and the benefits of erecting a sign. 

4.2 As a result, it is proposed that the erection of signing be resisted at locations such as 
open paved areas where younger children playing close to their homes would normally 
be expected, footpaths, 20mph roads and traffic calmed roads where traffic speeds are 
low and there are minimal road safety implications. Dunnikier Walk falls into this 
category. 

4.3 As the ‘No Ball Games’ sign cannot be legitimately enforced by any authority and can 
aggravate existing neighbour disputes or create new disputes, their continued installation is 
considered ineffective and provides no benefit over the longer term. 

4.4 The primary consideration of the Roads Authority is road safety, and where this is a 
problem, signs will be considered, however the demands for this type of signing are 
generally as a result of anti social behaviour by a limited number of people. “No Ball 
Games” signing is not a solution to anti social behaviour and should be avoided as it leads 
to a proliferation of unenforceable signing. 

CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

5.1 There are no corporate considerations for the Council. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1 That Committee supports the proposal not to erect “no ball games” signing at Dunnikier 
Walk, Blackwood, where traffic speeds are low and the accident risk is minimal. 

6.2 That Committee supports the proposals to restrict the erection of ‘No Ball Games’ signs to 
locations where there is a clearly identifiable road safety hazard and the benefits to be 
gained are maximised. 
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