
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES - 24 October 2007 

Motherwell, 24 October 2007 at 2 pm. 

A Meeting of the ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor McKenna, Convener; Councillor Grant, Vice-Convener; Provost Curley; Councillors Brooks, 
Carrigan, J. Coyle, M. Coyle, Delaney, Goldie, Griffin, Harmon, Higgins, Irvine, Logue, J. Love, S. Love, Lyle, 
McCulloch, McKendrick, McShannon, McWilliams, Maginnis, Nolan, Shevlin, Annette Valentine; Wallace and 
Welsh. 

CHAIR 

Councillor McKenna (Convener) presided 

IN ATENDANCE 

The Chief Committee Services Manager; Head of Facility and Support Services; Head of Land Services, Head of 
Planning and Development; Head of Protective Services, and Head of Roads and Transportation. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Hogg and L. McKay. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN TERMS OF THE ETHICAL STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE ETC. 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 2000 

1. The Committee noted that there were no declarations of interest. 

PERFORMANCE MONITORING APRIL - JUNE 2007, EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

2. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 22 August 2007, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 24 October 2007 by the Executive Director of 
Environmental Services (1) detailing performance in relation to the service improvement plan and 
statutory performance indicators for the period from April to June 2007, and (2) summarising in the 
Appendix to the report instances in which performance had fallen behind or exceeded target 
parameters. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

NATIONAL PERFORMANCE FRAMEWORK RETURN FOR TRADING STANDARDS FOR 2006107 

3. With reference to paragraph 5 of the Minute of the meeting of the Planning and Environment 
(Protective Services) Sub-Committee held on 8 August 2006 there was submitted a report (docketed) 
dated 24 October 2007 by the Head of Protective Services (1) detailing information regarding the 
National Performance Framework Information Return for the Trading Standards Service for 2006107; 
(2) advising that the Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform (BERR), formerly 
the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) had developed a National Performance Framework (NPF) 
for local authority trading standards services; (3) summarising the aims and the elements of the 
National Performance Framework; (4) informing (a) that the Council is a local Weights and Measures 
Authority for the purposes of the Weights and Measures Act 1985, Section 70 whereof requires the 

1119 



ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES - 24 October 2007 

Council to submit an annual statutory report to the Secretary of State on the operation of the Act 
within that authority's area, and (b) that the BERR had advised that the production of the National 
Performance Measure return would fulfil the requirements of the report; (5) providing details of the 
performance measures and contextual information return for the Trading Standards Service for 
2006-07, as contained within the Appendix to the report, and (6) containing his observations thereon. 

Decided: that the contents of the report be approved. 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION LEADER PROGRAMME 

4. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated October 2007 by the Head of Planning and 
Development regarding the European Commission LEADER Programme which continued to fund 
activity in Scotland (1) outlining the background to the programme which was the mainstream part of 
Scotland's Euro Development Programme and which funded through the European Commission with 
a budget of f41m; (2) advising that in order to obtain LEADER funding, a LEADER Local Action 
Group required to be established with partners from the public, private and third sectors to develop 
projects which would be community driven; (3) advising that Local Action Groups were required to 
prepare a business plan detailing selected theme or themes with details of how these would be 
delivered against the desired Scottish Executive outcomes; (4) providing details of the definition of 
"rural areas" for programme suitability; (5) intimating that considerable work had been undertaken with 
partners in North Lanarkshire and East Dunbartonshire to develop action plans for the Kelvin Valley 
area which was most internally coherent rural area within North Lanarkshire, and (6) seeking support 
for the submission of a bid to the LEADER Programme for an initiative in the Kelvin Valley. 

Decided: 

(1) that the European Commission LEADER Programme be noted, and 

(2) that the submission of a bid for LEADER funding for the Kelvin Valley be supported. 

MANDATORY LICENSING OF HOUSES IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION - AMENDED LICENSING 
CONDITIONS 

5. With reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of the Planning and Environment 
(Protective Services) Sub-Committee held on 5 October 2004, there was submitted a report 
(docketed) dated 24 October 2007 by the Head of Protective Services (1) advising of changes to the 
conditions attached to Licences of Houses in Multiple Occupation following the enactment of the Fire 
(Scotland) Act 2005; (2) intimating that the Protective Services Division co-ordinates the licensing 
arrangements for the Council and had established a Working Group comprising of representatives 
from Building Control, Legal Services, Housing and Property Services, Development Control and 
Social Work and the Police and Fire authorities to monitor their implementation; (3) reporting that 
29 licences had been issued to date with five licence renewal applications currently being processed; 
(4) further advising that, with the exception of Condition 28, all reference to Fire Safety Measures 
require to be deleted from the Standard Licence Conditions, and (5) intimating that the new licence 
conditions and explanatory leaflets on HMO Licensing, had been placed within the Members' Library. 

Decided: that the amended licence conditions attached to all HMO licences issued as detailed in 
the report be approved. 
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ENFORCEMENT OF LEGISLATION RELATING TO UNDER AGE SALES OF AGE-RESTRICTED 
PRODUCTS 

6. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 24 October 2007 by the Head of Protective Services 
(1) advising of the enforcement activities relating to the Children and Young Persons (Protection from 
Tobacco) Act 1991, the Children and Young Persons (Scotland) Act 1937 and other legislation with 
regard to age-restricted products; (2) informing that the Council had a duty under Section 6 of the 
Children and Young Persons (Protection from Tobacco) Act 1991 to carry out an appropriate 
enforcement programme; (3) intimating that (a) the Enforcement Programme was carried out by the 
Trading Standards Service of the Protective Services Division, and (b) in conjunction with Dialogue 
Youth/Youth Scotland, volunteers eighteen months younger than the age restriction, had been 
involved in test purchase exercises; (4) providing details of those test exercises undertaken between 
February and August 2007 throughout the Coatbridge and Bellshill area as part of joint exercises with 
local Police and health colleagues, and (5) reporting that further educational and promotional work 
had been undertaken prior to 1 October 2007, and that test purchases would be undertaken, together 
with the recruitment and training of more volunteers. 

Decided: 

(1) that the activities carried out by the Trading Standards Service to protect young persons from 
age restricted projects, be noted, and 

(2) that the continuing programme of enforcement operations in relation to cigarettes and other 
restricted products be endorsed. 

FOOD SAFETY SERVICE - CHARTER MARK AWARD 

7. There was submitted a report dated 24 October 2007 by the Head of Protective Services (1) advising 
of the outcome of an application seeking Charter Mark accreditation for the Food Safety Service; (2) 
detailing the background relative thereto; (3) intimating that the Charter Mark assessment of the Food 
Safety Service had been conducted on 2 and 3 May 2007 by an External Auditor acting on behalf of 
SGS Limited, the company appointed to carry out Charter Mark assessments; (4) outlining the audit 
process; (5) informing (a) the award of Charter Mark status was formally confirmed in August 2007, 
and (b) that the auditor had also suggested that the customer complaints procedure carried out by the 
Food Safety Service be commended and that relevant details be passed to the Cabinet Office for 
possible inclusion in a national benchmarking database which provides examples of excellence in the 
delivery of public service, and (6) informing that the accreditation was valid for three years at which 
point a full re-assessment required to be undertaken. 

Decided: that the achievement of Charter Mark accreditation for the Food Safety Service be 
noted. 

SUMMER FOOD WATCH CAMPAIGN 2007 

8. There was submitted a report dated 24 October 2007 by the Head of Protective Services (1) advising 
of the food hygiene initiative recently undertaken by the Protective Services Food Safety Division; (2) 
advising that 102 unannounced evening visits were paid to individual food businesses during the 
period from 15 June to 31 July 2007; (3) informing that (a) the standard of food hygiene practices 
observed within the majority of food businesses visited was generally satisfactory (approximately 
go%), and (b) the minority of premises (10%) needed formal action to improve unacceptable low 
hygiene standards, and (4) seeking approval of the repetition of the initiative later in the year in the 
period leading up to the festive season. 
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Decided: 

(1) that the repetition of a food watch campaign in the run up to the festive season, be approved, 
and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

LAND SURPLUS TO REQUIREMENTS - LAND AT GREENMOSS PLACE, MOSSEND, BELLSHILL 

9. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 24 October 2007 by the Head of Planning and 
Development recommending that an area of land, extending to 185 square metres, or thereby at 
Greenmoss Place, Mossend, be declared surplus to operational requirements. 

Decided: 

(1) that the area of land extending to 185 square metres, or thereby to the north of 
19 Greenmoss Place, Mossend, be declared surplus to operational requirements, and 

(2) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources (Property) Sub-Committee for 
cons id era t io n . 

PETITION FROM RESIDENTS OF MORNAY WAY, SHOTTS 

10. There was submitted a report dated 24 October 2007 by the Head of Land Services (1) advising of a 
petition received from residents from Mornay Way Sheltered Housing Complex, Shotts; (2) outlining 
the current position, and (3) proposing that the grass cutting regime at Mornay Way Sheltered 
Housing Complex, Shotts remain at 28 cuts per season with no provision included for the removal of 
grass cuttings. 

Decided: 

(1) that the grass cutting regime at Mornay Way Sheltered Housing Complex, Shotts remain at 
28 cuts per season, with no provision included for the removal of grass cuttings; 

(2) that the Executive Director of Corporate Services advise the signatories of the petition 
accordingly, and 

(3) that the report be otherwise noted. 

PETITION - ERECTION OF NO BALL GAMES SIGN AT DUNNlKlER WALK, BLACKWOOD, 
CUMBERNAULD 

11. With reference to paragraph 23 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 28 August 
2007, there was submitted a report dated 24 October 2007 by the Head of Roads and Transportation 
(1) advising of a petition by residents of Dunnikier Walk, Blackwood, Cumbernauld requesting the 
erection of a ‘no ball games’ sign at that locus; (2) outlining the current position, and (3) proposing (a) 
that the erection of signing be resisted at locations such as open paved areas where younger children 
playing close to their homes would normally be expected and locations adjacent to footpaths, 20 mph 
road and traffic calmed roads where traffic speeds are low and there are minimal road safety 
implications, and (b) that the erection of ‘no ball games’ signs be restricted to locations where there 
was a clearly identifiable road safety hazard and the benefits to be gained maximised. 
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Decided: 

(1) that (a) a No Ball Games sign be not erected at Dunnikier Walk, Cumbernauld, and (b) that 
the erection of "No Ball Games" signs be restricted to locations where there is clearly an 
identifiable road safety hazard; 

(2) that the Executive Director of Corporate Services advise the signatories of the petition 
accordingly, and 

(3) that the report be noted. 

FOOD 

12. 

SAFETY SERVICE - ENFORCEMENT POLlCYlPROCEDURE 

With reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 22 August 2007, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 24 October 2007 by the Head of Protective Services 
(1) seeking approval of the Food Safety Service Enforcement Policy/Procedure; (2) detailing the 
background relative thereto; (3) advising that the current, generic Enforcement Policy for the 
Protective Services Division had been amended to reflect a greater emphasis on enforcement matters 
as they relate to the Food Safety Service, and (4) intimating that a copy of the proposed Food Safety 
Service Enforcement Policy had been placed in the Members' Library for information. 

Decided: that the revised Food Safety Service Enforcement Policy/Procedure be approved 

200712008 BUDGET MONITORING REPORT FOR THE PERIOD 1 APRIL TO 17 AUGUST 2007 

13. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 24 October 2007 by the Executive Director of 
Environmental Services (1) giving an overview of the projected outturns for the divisional operations of 
the service and the trading operations, and (2) providing explanations of any significant variances 
within Service Divisions and an overall summary of the position across the five trading accounts. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

COMPOSITE CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2007108 - MONITORING REPORT FOR THE PERIOD 
1 APRIL TO 17 AUGUST 2007 

14. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 24 October 2007 by the Executive Director of 
Environmental Services (1) providing an update on the financial performance of the Environmental 
Services Capital Programme for the period from 1 April to 17 August 2007, and (2) containing 
information on current expenditure up to and including 17 August 2007. 

Arising from discussion thereon, it was agreed that the Executive Director of Environmental Services, 
in conjunction with the Assistant Chief Executive, prepare, and submit to a future meeting of the 
appropriate Committee, a report outlining the changes to the Conditions of Service to those Janitors 
transferred through the TUPE Scheme to PPP Schools. 

Decided: 

(1) that it be agreed that the Executive Director of Environmental Services, in conjunction with the 
Assistant Chief Executive, prepare and submit, to a future meeting of the appropriate 
Committee, a report outlining the changes to the Conditions of Service to those janitors 
transferred through the TUPE Scheme to PPP Schools, and 

(2) that the financial position of the Capital Programme as at 17 August 2007 be otherwise noted. 
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BUILDING CLEANING TRADING ACCOUNTS FOR THE PERIOD 1 APRIL TO 17 AUGUST 2007 

15. With reference to paragraph 26 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 22 August 
2007, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 24 October 2007 by the Executive Director of 
Environmental Services advising of the trading position as recorded in the Building Cleaning Trading 
Accounts for the period from 1 April to 17August 2007, and outlining the management action to 
control income and expenditure levels. 

Decided: 

(1) that the management action taken to control income and expenditure levels and, in particular, 
to address the financial pressures arising from job evaluation be noted, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

CATERING SERVICES TRADING ACCOUNTS FOR THE PERIOD 1 APRIL TO 17 AUGUST 2007 

16. With reference to paragraph 27 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 22 August 
2007, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 24 October 2007 by the Executive Director of 
Environmental Services advising of the trading position as recorded in the Catering Services Trading 
Accounts for the period from 1 April to 17 August 2007, and outlining the management action to 
control income and expenditure levels. 

Decided: 

(1) that the management action taken to address the various financial pressures, be noted, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted 

CLEANSING TRADING ACCOUNTS FOR THE PERIOD 1 APRIL TO 17 AUGUST 2007 

17. With reference to paragraph 28 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 22 August 
2007, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 24 October 2007 by the Executive Director of 
Environmental Services advising of the trading position as recorded in the Cleansing Services Trading 
Accounts for the period from 1 April to 17 August 2007, and outlining the management action to 
control income and expenditure levels. 

Decided: 

(1) that the management action taken to address the various financial pressures, be noted, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

PARKS TRADING ACCOUNTS FOR THE PERIOD 1 APRIL TO 17 AUGUST 2007 

18. With reference to paragraph 29 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 22 August 
2007, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 30 August 2007 by the Executive Director of 
Community Services advising of the trading position as recorded in the Parks Services Trading 
Account for the period from 1 April to 17 August 2007, and outlining the management action to control 
income and expenditure levels. 

1124 



ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES - 24 October 2007 

Decided: 

(1) that the management action taken to address the various financial pressures, be noted, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

TRANSPORT TRADING ACCOUNTS FOR THE PERIOD 1 APRIL TO 17 AUGUST 2007 

19. With reference to paragraph 30 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 22 August 
2007, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 30August 2007 by the Executive Director of 
Community Services advising of the trading position as recorded in the Transport Trading Services for 
the period from 1 April to 17 August 2007, and outlining the management action to control income and 
expenditure levels. 

Decided: 

(1) that the management action taken to address the various financial pressures, be noted, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

VEHICLE REPLACEMENT PROGRAMME - LEASE OF VEHICLES 2007108 AND 2008109 

20. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 24 October 2007 by the Head of Land Services (1) 
seeking approval for the acquisition of 18 vehicles; (2) informing that this consisted of 16 vehicles for 
the 2007/08 Vehicle Replacement Programme, and 2 for the 2008/09 Vehicle Replacement 
Programme, and (3) advising that the Executive Director of Corporate Services, following consultation 
with the Convener, had accepted offers for each of the contracts as detailed in the report. 

Decided: that the action taken by the Executive Director of Corporate Services, following 
consultation with the Convener, in accepting the tenders detailed in the report, be 
noted. 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL FIREWORKS DISPLAYS 2007, 2008 AND 2009 

21. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 24 October 2007 by the Head of Land Services (1) 
providing details of tenders received for the Fireworks displays 2007, 2008 and 2009 Contract, and (2) 
advising that the Executive Director of Corporate Services, following consultation with the Convener, 
had accepted the only offer, being that received from Reaction Fireworks, in the sum of f126,OOO. 

Decided: that the action taken by the Executive Director of Corporate Services, following 
consultation with the Convener in accepting the only offer for the Fireworks Displays 
2007, 2008 and 2009 Contract, being that received from Reaction Fireworks in the sum 
o f f  126,000 be noted. 

CAMBUSNETHAN CEMETERY EXPANSION PROJECT 

22. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 24 October 2007 by the Head of Land Services (1) 
providing details of tenders received for the expansion project at Cambusnethan Cemetery, Wishaw, 
and (2) advising that the Executive Director of Corporate Services, following consultation with the 
Convener, had accepted the lowest offer, being that received from Caley Construction in the sum of 
f66,203.98. 
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Decided: that the action taken by the Executive Director of Corporate Services, following 
consultation with the Convener, in accepting the lowest offer for the expansion project 
at Cambusnethan Cemetery, Wishaw, being that received from Caley Construction in 
the sum of €66,203.98 be noted. 

DALZELL HOUSE GATEWAY IMPROVEMENTS - BURNGREEN LODGE AND NORTH LODGE 

23. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 29 August 2007 by the Head of Design Services (1) 
providing details of tenders received for the Dalzell House Gateway Improvements at Burngreen 
Lodge and North Lodge, Motherwell, and (2) advising that the Executive Director of Corporate 
Services, following consultation with the Convener, had accepted the lowest offer, being that received 
from Hunter and Clark, in the sum of f91,342.65. 

Decided: that the action taken by the Executive Director of Corporate Services, following 
consultation with the Convener, in accepting the lowest offer for Dalzell House 
Gateway Improvement, Burngreen Lodge and North Lodge, being that received from 
Hunter and Clark in the sum of f91,342.65 be noted. 

MOTHERWELL LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 

24. With reference to paragraph 25 of the Minute of the meeting of the Economic Regeneration 
Committee held on 16 January 2007 there was submitted a report by the Head of Planning and 
Development (1) seeking authority to negotiate the extension of the contract awarded to Fountains 
Limited, to allow the completion of the works at Old Airbles Road, Motherwell for the formation of a 
new footpath and to carry out environmental improvement works; (2) detailing the background relative 
thereto; (3) informing that a number of unforeseen issues had arisen at the site and, as a result 
additional works, and associated costs required to be incurred; (4) intimating that the additional 
expenditure required was estimated at f39,000 and that the contract value would therefore increase 
to f148,000, and (5) advising that the additional expenditure for the works was contained within the 
approved Motherwell Small Communities Programme budget for 2007/08. 

Decided: that the Head of Planning and Development be authorised to negotiate with Fountains 
Limited for the additional works to complete their contract for environmental 
improvement works at Old Airbles Road, Motherwell in the sum of f39,000 the money 
to be provided by the Motherwell Small Communities Programme budget. 

BANK STREET CORRIDOR PHASE 2, COATBRIDGE - IMPLEMENTATION 

25. With reference to paragraph 20 of the Minute of the meeting of the Economic Regeneration 
Committee held on 29 August 2006, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 24 October 2007 
by the Head of Planning and Development (1) seeking, for the reasons detailed in the report, approval 
to negotiate an extension of the contract for the Bank Street Corridor Phase 2 Environmental 
Improvements with the Paul Hogarth Company to administer and supervise the implementation of the 
physical works for the second phase of town centre improvements to the Bank Street Corridor, and (2) 
intimating that the funding for the project had been identified from the Town Centres budget. 

Arising therefrom there followed a discussion on the arrangements in place by Network Rail for the 
maintenance of Railway Bridges in Town Centres. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Head of Planning and Development enter into negotiations to extend the existing 
contract with the Paul Hogarth Company for the administration and supervision of the 
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implementation of physical works involved in Bank Street Corridor Phase 2 Town Centre 
Improvements, and 

(2) that the Head of Planning and Development prepare and submit a report to a future meeting 
of this Committee, detailing negotiations with, and the arrangements in place by Network Rail, 
for the maintenance of railway bridges in Town Centres. 

CONFERENCES 

26. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 12 October 2007 by the Head of Central Services 
advising that four invitations had been received in respect of Member attendance at conferences. 

Decided: 

(1) that attendance at the Delivering Health and Safety in the Community - 12 November 2007 - 
Edinburgh for one Member be authorised; 

(2) that attendance at Healthy Communities - Healthy Scotland -15-16 November 2007 - Peebles 
be authorised; 

(3) that the attendance of one Member at the National Environmental Services Seminar 2007 
held on 18-1 9 October 2007 in Birmingham be homologated, and 

(4) that otherwise no attendance be authorised. 

1127 


