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1. INTRODUCTION 

1 .I The purpose of this report is to seek Committee approval of: 

1.1.1 The Draft North Lanarkshire Core Path Plan and to advise members of the 
arrangements for its public consultation. 

1 . I  .2 The appointment of representatives to the North Lanarkshire Access Forum. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 Part One of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 came into force on the Qth February 
2005 creating a new right to responsible access to most areas of land and inland water 
within Scotland. The Act places 7 new duties upon the Council and gives it 12 new 
powers to enforce and regulate these duties. 

2.2 Section 17 of the Act places a duty on local authorities to produce a plan of a system of 
Core Paths within 3 years of the Act coming into effect (9th February 2008) “sufficient 
for the purpose of providing reasonable access throughout their area.” 

2.3 Section 18 sets out the procedure for the formal public notice and consultation on the 
Draft Core Path Plan. 

2.4 Section 25 places a duty on local authorities to establish at least one Access Forum. 

3. THE NORTH LANARKSHIRE DRAFT CORE PATH PLAN 

3.1 The North Lanarkshire Draft Core Path Plan has been produced following two rounds 
of extensive consultations with local communities, user groups, landowners and public 
agencies. 

3.2 The Plan identifies a system of routes, which reflects the complex range of needs and 
level of demand for access throughout North Lanarkshire. 

3.3 A full report on the consultation methodology and process is attached as appendices to 
the Draft Plan. 

3.4 Formal notice publicising the production of the Draft Plan and subsequent statutory 
consultation on it will be advertised in local newspapers on the week commencing the 
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3.5 

3.6 

3.7 

3.8 

3.9 

4‘h February 2008 and copies of the Plan will be made available to the public through 
Council offices, libraries and the Council’s website. 

If there are no objections to the Draft Plan then the Council must adopt it. However, if 
a valid objection is raised and not withdrawn, then the Draft Plan must be submitted to 
Scottish Ministers and a Local Inquiry will be held. Following the outcome of the 
Inquiry Ministers will direct the Council to either adopt or modify the Draft Plan. 

A report on the outcome of the consultation will be submitted to Committee in June 
2008. 

Following the adoption of the Plan the Council may do anything that it considers 
appropriate for the purposes of maintaining and keeping a Core Path free of 
obstruction or encroachment and providing signage. 

A Strategic Environmental Assessment of the Plan is also being carried out and a 
consultation on the SEPA Environmental Report will be undertaken in tandem with the 
consultation on the Draft Core Path Plan. 

Both the Draft Core Path Plan and Environmental Report are available in the Members 
Library. 

4. LOCAL ACCESS FORUMS 

4.1 

4.2 

4.3 

4.4 

4.5 

The North Lanarkshire Access Forum was originally formed in 2002 prior to the Act 
coming into effect. The Access Forum is charged with providing advice and assistance 
to the Council or any other person or body consulting the Forum on matters relating to 
access rights, rights of way and core paths. 

The structure of the Forum has now been altered to bring it in line with the Act and with 
the advice set out in the Paths for All Partnership “Local Access Forums Guide to 
Good Practice”. 

To ensure that the Forum is balanced and representative, its membership has been 
divided into 4 key stakeholder groups: Land Managers, User Groups, Community 
Groups and Agencies, with each of the groups comprising of 4 representatives. 

The Council may appoint one or more of its own elected members to the Forum. 

A list of representatives, along with the Forum’s Terms of Reference is detailed in 
Appendix One attached to this report. 

5. F I N AN C I AL I M P LI CAT1 0 N S 

5.1 Indicative costs relating to establishing and maintaining the Core Path network were 
outlined in a report to Committee in June 2007. 

5.2 The annual cost of administrating the Access Forum is included within the existing 
Environmental Services Budget through the Countryside & Landscape Section. 

6. RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1 That the Committee approves the North Lanarkshire Draft Core Path Plan and the 
arrangements for its public consultation. 
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6.2 That the Committee approves the appointment of representatives to the Access Forum 
and gives the Forum the power to co-opt members to it as and when required ensuring 
that a reasonable balance of representation is maintained. 

The Committee nominates two representatives, one from the Administration and one 
from the minority party to join the Access Forum. 

6.3 

Kenneth Wilson 
Head of Land Services 

Members seeking further information on this report, please contact Kenneth Wilson, Head of Land 
Services (0141 304 1846). 
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APPENDIX I 
NORTH LANARKSHIRE ACCESS FORUM TERMS OF REFERENCE AND MEMBERSHIP 

1 .O Introduction 

In what follows the “Council” shall mean “North Lanarkshire Council”. 

In what follows the “Act” shall mean the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003. 

In what follows “access” shall mean paths and outdoor spaces over which access 
rights, as defined by the Act, are exercised. 

2.0 Title 

2.1 

2.2 

3.0 

3.1 

4.0 

4.1 

4.2 

4.3 

The group shall be known as the North Lanarkshire Access Forum (hereinafter 
referred to as the Forum). 

The Forum shall be the body established by statute under section 25 of the Act. 

Area 

The area represented by the Forum shall be the whole area within the Council 
boundary. 

Objectives 

The objectives for which the Forum is established are to advise the Council in the 
development, promotion, monitoring and management of responsible public access, 
reflecting the needs and aspirations of the community. 

In furtherance of the above, and with specific reference to section 25 of the Act, the 
Forum shall: 

advise the Council, and any other individual or body consulting the Forum, on the 
exercise of access rights, the existence and delineation of rights of way or the 
drawing up and adoption of a North Lanarkshire Core Path Plan; 

offer, and where accepted, give assistance to the parties in any dispute about the 
exercise of access rights, the existence and delineation of rights of way, the 
drawing up and adoption of a Core Path Plan or the use of Core Paths. 

In furtherance of the above the Forum shall also: 

assist the Council to implement, promote, monitor and update the North 
Lanarkshire Public Access Strategy; 

provide advice and assistance to the Council in prioritising, planning, designing, 
establishing and monitoring access networks, signage and promotional material; 

encourage the responsible use of paths and area wide access and a sense of 
security and safety for the benefit of all path users and land managers; 

promote the benefits of access and publicise path networks and wider access issues 
through a variety of means; 
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APPENDIX 1 
NORTH LANARKSHIRE ACCESS FORUM TERMS OF REFERENCE AND MEMBERSHIP 

5.0 

5.1 

5.2 

5.3 

5.4 

5.5 

5.6 

6.0 

6.1 

6.2 

6.3 

develop a shared sense of partnership in relation to access amongst all sides of the 
commu nity . 

Membership 

The Forum shall consist of such persons as are appointed by the Council. The 
Council may appoint one or more of its own elected members. In accordance with 
section 25 of the Act the Council shall ensure reasonable representation of: 

0 bodies representative of persons with an interest in the exercise of 
access rights, the existence and delineation of rights of way, the drawing up and 
adoption of a Core Path Plan and the use of Core Paths; 

persons having such an interest; 

0 bodies representative of the owners of land in respect of which 
access rights are exercisable or in which there is a Core Path; 
owners of such land. 

The Council shall ensure that the membership of the Forum remains in accordance 
with section 25 of the Act and is sufficient in number to meet its objectives and working 
arrangements by appointing new members as required. Forum members may make 
recommendations to the Council on changes or additions to the Statutory Access 
Forum membership, although the Council shall not be bound to act upon such 
recommendations. 

Each Forum member must ensure that the views they express are wider than their 
own personal or group views by canvassing the opinions of their constituents. 

Membership of the Forum shall be regardless of race, colour, nationality, ethnic or 
national origin, religions, sex, sexuality, marital status, disabilities, or disadvantaged by 
conditions or requirements, which cannot be shown to be justifiable. 

Any person with a relevant interest shall be free to attend Statutory Access Forum 
meetings. With the agreement of the Chair they shall be free to contribute to 
meetings but shall not be able to vote on any matters discussed. 

When it is necessary and appropriate for the purposes of preserving confidentiality a 
Forum meeting or any part of it may be held in private. 

Office Bearers 

The Office Bearers of the Statutory Access Forum shall consist of Chair, Vice Chair, 
Secretary. 

Office Bearers shall be appointed at the Forum Annual General Meeting (AGM), for a 
period of one year. Nominees shall require to be proposed and seconded. They 
shall be eligible for re-election. Should an Office Bearer resign during that year they 
cannot be re-elected until the next AGM. 

The Council will undertake the role of Secretary and shall arrange all meetings, record 
minutes of meetings, prepare agendas and correspondence. 
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APPENDIX 1 
NORTH LANARKSHIRE ACCESS FORUM TERMS OF REFERENCE AND MEMBERSHIP 

7.0 Working Arrangements 

7.1 

7.2 

7.3 

7.4 

7.5 

8.0 

8. 1 

9.0 

9.1 

The Forum shall meet not less than four times per annum as they shall determine 
having regard to the business to be transacted. 

In the provision of advice and assistance the Forum shall endeavour to make 
recommendations based on discussion and consensus. It is however anticipated that 
there will be occasions where the Forum will not be able to reach an agreement on 
certain issues. In these circumstances the Council will consider the differing 
viewpoints before making a decision. 

To further the objectives of the Forum, the Statutory Access Forum has the power to: 

work in partnership with other voluntary organisations, government departments, 
local and other statutory authorities and individuals; 

take out membership of such organisations as are considered appropriate to the 
needs of the Forum the costs of which will be met by the Council; 

collect and share information on all matters affecting the objectives, including the 
promotion and carrying out of research, surveys and investigations, where 
appropriate; 

prepare, print, publish, reproduce and circulate all such media as shall further the 
objectives of the Forum; 

work in isolation or partnership to arrange the holding of exhibitions, meetings, 
lectures, classes, seminars and training courses; 

do all such other lawful things as are incidental or conducive to the attainment of 
the objectives. 

The Forum may establish such Working Groups as may be considered appropriate 
and shall determine their respective terms of reference, powers, duration and 
composition. All acts and proceedings of such 
Working Groups shall be reported back to the Forum as soon as possible. 

The Council may pay Forum members such expenses and allowances as the Council 
determine. 

Chairing of Meetings 

The elected Chair, or in their absence, a nominated person, shall chair meetings of the 
Forum provided the meeting is quorate. 

Quorum 

The quorum at a meeting of the Forum shall be five members, or one third (present in 
person), whichever is the lesser. 

10.0 Annual General Meeting 
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APPENDIX 1 
NORTH LANARKSHIRE ACCESS FORUM TERMS OF REFERENCE AND MEMBERSHIP 

10.1 

11.0 

11.1 

11.2 

12.0 

12.1 

The AGM of the Forum shall be held each year in the month of April. At least 21 days 
notice of the AGM shall be given to the membership of the Forum and the wider 
public. 

Amendments to the Terms of Reference 

Amendments to the Terms of Reference can only take place at the AGM. 

Amendments to the Terms of Reference may only be made if 60% of those attending 
the AGM are in agreement. Amendments to the constitution must be submitted to the 
Secretary in writing no later than seven days prior to the date of the AGM. 

Membership of the North Lanarkshire Access Forum 

The following table shows current membership of the North Lanarkshire Access Forum 
and the geographical or sectoral interest they represent. 

North James Hunt 
SCRA Bob Reid 
Rural Central & East Land Management 

Forestry Commission Jim Smalls 
David Wagstaffe 

Angling 

Horse Riding 

Walking 

Jim Mathew 
Kathy Trussler 

lan Jarvis 

Land Management Archie MacGregor 

Health 

Srnartways 

Deirdre Lyall 

John Barr 

Rights of Way and Access Bob Robertson 
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