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I. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The current management and maintenance of bowling clubs in North Lanarkshire Council is 
the responsibility of Environmental Services. There is a clear requirement to apply fair and 
equitable service delivery to bowling organisations throughout the area which will, in turn, 
provide best value to the council and the clubs as a whole. A committee paper was 
presented in July 2007 and recommendations were agreed as follows: 

0 Existing leases with bowling clubs will, where necessary, be reviewed, terminated, 
standardised and reapplied 

0 Non-leased bowling club organisations will require to agree lease terms with the council 

0 A pilot study with two bowling clubs (appointed voluntarily), who wish to explore the 
advantages and disadvantages of community management and ownership, is 
undertaken. 

1.2 This committee report provides an update on the meetings that have taken place with 
outdoor bowling clubs and outlines future proposals. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 Leased Outdoor Bowlincl Clubs 

Meetings have taken place with all but one leased outdoor bowling club (Burngreen). These 
clubs have agreed that lease conditions require to be reviewed and, consequently, a second 
round of consultation meetings is scheduled to take place to discuss existing and proposed 
lease terms, namely: 

Ab ron h i I I 
Auchengeich 
Auchinloch 
Banton & Kelvinhead 
Beltane 
Burnhead 
Greenfaulds 
Mossend 
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Newarthill 
Orbison 
Wrangholm Hall, New Stevenston 

Burngreen Bowling Club will be included on this schedule following an initial meeting with the 
organisation. 

2.2 Non-Leased Outdoor Bowlina Clubs 

All non-leased facilities will start consulting with the Council on proposals to set up lease 
agreements. These clubs are: 

Airdrie Central Park 
Clarkston 
Croy 
Dunbeth 
Glenmavis 
Greengairs 
Harthill 
Holytown 
Overtown & Waterloo 
West End Park, Coatbridge 
Whifflet Park 

Property Services and Legal Services will confirm land ownership at each club in preparation 
of outlining land registration in the lease documentation. 

2.3 Communitv Manaqement 

All leased outdoor bowling clubs and one non-leased outdoor bowling club have indicated a 
desire to explore community management and ownership. This includes clubs at Croy, 
Auchinloch, Banton & Kelvinhead, Beltane, Burnhead, Greenfaulds, Mossend, Newarthill, 
Orbiston and Wrangholm Hall, New Stevenston. 

2.4 S u ~ ~ o r t  and DeveloDment 

Support and development has been provided in sourcing/applying for grant funding is with 
bowling organisations. For example, following a meeting with Waste Recycling 
Environmental Limited (WREN), at least seven outdoor bowling clubs are eligible to apply for 
funding of up to f50,000 each. The provision of these grants fall under the terms and 
conditions of the Landfill Communities Fund (formerly the Landfill Tax Credit Scheme and 
are awarded to existing or proposed multi-activity sports groups). A programme of 
submissions will be agreed with WREN and will include Banton & Kelvinhead, Beltane, 
Dunbeth, Glenmavis, Mossend, West End (Coatbridge) and Whifflet Park. Thus, the 
development work of clubs will continue. 

3. PROPOSALS 

3.1 A second round of meetings will take place between leased and non-leased outdoor bowling 
clubs in March/April 2008. This will allow the Council to work with new committee members 
elected at club AGM’s in February. 

3.2 It was previously agreed that two outdoor bowling clubs (appointed voluntarily) would take 
part in a pilot study on community management and ownership. The overall interest is much 
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3.3 

3.4 

3.5 

4 

greater than anticipated and proposals for conducting the study will now include all interested 
parties. One or two members of each club will be appointed to a small working group who 
will meet on a regular basis to investigate the risks and opportunities of community 
management and ownership. 

It is proposed that changes to current lease agreements be completed in the first instance 
and any amendments should be included in the formation of new leases with non-leased 
outdoor bowling clubs. 

A review of lease conditions (including annual charges) will be undertaken in conjunction 
with Legal Services and will reported to the next Environmental Services committee with a 
view to providing best value and an equitable service delivery for the outdoor bowling clubs 
and the Council. 

Continued support is given to outdoor bowling clubs in their efforts to apply for funding. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is recommend that: 

4.1 

4.2 

4.3 

4.4 

4.5 

A second round of meetings with all outdoor bowling clubs will take place during March, April 
and May 2008 with newly appointed committee members. 

The pilot study on community management (originally to be based on two bowling clubs) be 
extended to include all interested parties 

Work with outdoor bowling clubs operating within lease terms is given priority. This will 
ensure that reviewed lease conditions are included under new lease agreements to non- 
leased outdoor bowling clubs. 

A review of lease conditions (including annual charges) be undertaken with guidance from 
Legal Services. This review will be reported to a future Environmental Services Committee. 

Support and development continues to be given to outdoor bowling clubs. 

Head of Land Services 

Members seeking further information on this report, please contact Kenneth Wilson, Head of Land 
Services (0141 304 1846). 

I:\Cornmittee\Environmental Services\Land ServicesE7 February 2008\Managernent of Outdoor Bowling Clubs.doc 


