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I. INTRODUCTION 

1 .I The purpose of this report is to advise members of the need to :- 

0 

0 

0 

Review the North Lanarkshire Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) 
Draft additional species and habitat action plans for inclusion in the LBAP 
Conduct public consultation on the reviewed plan and additional Species Action 
Plans and Habitat Action Plans and publish the revised LBAP 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 The first North Lanarkshire LBAP was launched in 1999. It sets a framework for action 
to conserve and enhance the biodiversity found in North Lanarkshire. Action plans 
were written for 17 habitats and species that were identified as being of particular local 
importance. These plans are being taken forward by many different organisations, 
individuals and community groups, and are co-ordinated by the NLC Biodiversity 
Officer. 

2.2 Since 1999 there have been several changes in national policy and legislation. This 
has had an impact locally, and should be reflected in the LBAP to make the actions 
relevant and significant. The most relevant of these changes are :- 

0 The Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004, which applies to Scotland only, 
received Royal Assent in June 2004, with the majority of its provisions coming into 
force on 29 November 2004. The Act places a duty on every public body to further 
the conservation of biodiversity consistent with the proper exercise of their 
functions 

0 The Scottish Biodiversity Strategy, “Scotland’s Biodiversity: It’s in Your Hands”, 
which sets out a framework for conserving biodiversity for the health, enjoyment 
and wellbeing of the people of Scotland now and in the future, was published by 
the Scottish Executive in May 2004 

0 Scotland’s Biodiversity Strategy Implementation Plans 2005 - 2007 address the 
implementation of the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy through the setting of specific 
targets and actions 

0 The list of species and habitats considered to be of principal importance for the 
purpose of biodiversity conservation in Scotland (2007) 



3.0 

4. 

5. 

6. 

0 UK List of Priority Species and Habitats (2007). 

2.3 It has become timely to comprehensively review North Lanarkshire’s Biodiversity Action 
Plan to :- 
0 

0 reflect national guidance 
0 

reflect any changes in local and national policy in the last 8 - 10 years; 

reflect even more accurately the biodiversity priorities identified by the North 
Lanarkshire LBAP partnership 

ADDITIONAL ACTION PLANS 

3.1 A need has been identified through the North Lanarkshire Biodiversity Partnership and 
Working Groups for the addition of the following Action Plans: 

0 Cemeteries Habitat Action Plan 
0 

0 

Vacant and Derelict Land Habitat Action Plan 
School Grounds Habitat Action Plan 
Mud Snail Species Action Plan 
Built Environment Habitat Action Plan 

3.2 Drafts of the above have been prepared by the Biodiversity Officer in consultation with 
the North Lanarkshire Biodiversity Partnership. 

LBAP CONSU LTATl ON 

4.1 

4.2 

4.3 

4.4 

The Biodiversity Officer has reviewed the action plans in partnership with several 
organisations and has circulated the revised and additional plans for comment to the 
North Lanarkshire Biodiversity Partnership. Copies of the revised plans are lodged in 
the Member’s Library for reference. 

The next stage is to put the draft plans out to public consultation. This will be 
advertised in the local press and copies will be available on the North Lanarkshire 
Council web site, and on request from the Conservation and Greening Unit by email or 
as a hard copy. 

The Biodiversity team will review comments received and incorporate these into the 
plans with the approval of the North Lanarkshire Biodiversity Partnership. 

It is planned to publish the revised plan by end April 2008 and the final plan will be 
launched in May 2008 at the next Biodiversity Forum. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 The total cost of the final publication of 750 copies of the revised North Lanarkshire 
LBAP is estimated at f5335.00, which will be funded from existing Service revenue 
budgets, supported by contributions from Forestry Commission Scotland, Central 
Scotland Forest Trust, and RSPB, key partners in the partnership. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1 That Committee notes the proposals to review the North Lanarkshire Biodiversity 
Action Plan as outlined within this report, the arrangements made for public 
consultation of the draft NLBAP and publication of the final plan. 



6.2 That the Committee agrees to the addition of the new habitat and species action plans 
as outlined at section 3.1 in this report. 

Head of Land Services 

Members seeking further information on this report, please contact Kenneth Wilson, Head of Land 
Services (01 41 304 1846). 


