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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 A report to Committee in January 1999 described the development and listing of Sites 
of Importance for Nature Conservation in North Lanarkshire. It was recommended 
that there be regular revision. Further reports in November 2000 and July 2004 
recommended some changes and additions. This current report is the third update, 
indicating some recommended boundary changes, additions and deletions. This 
report also describes updated criteria for selecting and testing sites in light of new 
national guidance. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 * 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

2.5 

Over 300 Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC's) were listed and 
described in North Lanarkshire by December 1998. They were based on knowledge 
from previous surveys, and designations in the District Local Plans of Motherwell, 
Cumbernauld & Kilsyth, Monklands, and Strathkelvin, together with new surveys 
conducted by the Conservation and Greening Unit, and the local survey team of the 
Scottish Wildlife Trust. 

Since January 1999, the significance of having a series of locally designated wildlife 
sites has grown. The North Lanarkshire Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), the 
result of a partnership of over 20 agencies, acknowledges the importance of 
identifying key sites for biodiversity in relation to priority habitats and species. 

The 2004 update added three new sites, deleted two and altered the boundary of 8 
sites. 

In 2006 COSLA, the Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI) and Scottish Natural 
Heritage (SNH) published guidance on the operation of Local Wildlife Sites systems. 
National Planning Policy Guideline 14 identifies the strengths of local site designation 
in affording some protection to sensitive sites through the development plan process. 
In a committee report of June 2007 council approved the appointment of a SlNC 
officer to review the North Lanarkshire SINC's using the new guidance and to 
recommend changes to the system and also to decisions for the management of most 
significant of these sites. This will help the Council to fulfil its duties under the Nature 
Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 to enhance biodiversity, in line with the published 
North Lanarkshire LBAP. 

The SlNC review project will run for two years. This report details some changes 
based on initial desk review of data sets, ground proving of boundaries and limited 
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3. 

field survey. Over the next two summers all sites will be surveyed and tested against 
the new criteria and a further report will be submitted to committee at that time. This 
early report will allow important changes to be incorporated in the North Lanarkshire 
Local Plan as it is further developed this year. 

RESULTS OF REVIEW OF SINC’s TO DATE 

3.1 Recommended Chanaes to the SlNC lists 

A full list of all the additions deletions and changes is given in appendix 1. Maps of 
these changes are available in the members library. 

In summary there are :- 

0 2 additions to the list 
10 deletions to the list 
3 changes to nomenclature 

0 23 changes to boundaries 

These changes will result in a list of 367 current SlNC sites in North Lanarkshire. 

3.2 Recommended Chanaes to the SlNC criteria 

A new set of criteria has been drawn up with reference to the national guidance. This 
is detailed in Appendix 2. 

4. RECOMMENDATIONS 

4.1 That the Committee recommends the adoption of the updated report and the 
associated maps of updated SINC’s, to be included in the Local Plan process. 

4.2 That the Committee recommends the adoption of the new SlNC selection criteria. 

4.3 That the core data continues to be held in the North Lanarkshire Biological Record 
Centre by Conservation and Greening Unit at Palacerigg House and is made available 
to relevant Council Departments and external countryside agencies, in particular 
Scottish Natural Heritage, SEPA and the Central Scotland Forest Trust. Relevant 
parts of the database should be provided to anyone who requests the information for 
land in their ownership. 

4.4 That this report be referred to Planning and Transportation Committee for information. 

Head of Land Services 

Members seeking further information on this report, please contact Kenneth Wilson, Head of Land 
Services (01 41 304 1846). 
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Appendix 2 

Criteria for the designation of SlNCs in North Lanarkshire - March 2008 

1. Background to SlNCs in North Lanarkshire 

Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs) are locally designated non-statutory 
sites of importance for nature conservation. SlNCs sit below SSSls (National Importance) 
and SPAS and SACS (European Importance). All these statutorily designated sites are 
automatically also classified as SINCs. 

The initial identification of SlNCs was done throughout the 1990’s. The criteria used followed 
guidelines for the identification of SINCS in other Local Authority areas (especially in 
England) and in summary are :- 

0 Semi-natural habitats with a good range of typical species, both plant and animal. 
0 Scarce or unusual species or habitats. 
0 Semi-natural features of local significance for environmental education 

In 2000, the North Lanarkshire Biodiversity Action Plan was published detailing actions for 
priority habitats and species in both a national and local context, and provided a first 
ecological audit for North Lanarkshire (Brackenridge and Thomson, 2000). While it has 
been evident that the principle LBAP priority habitats and species are for the most part 
contained within the currently designated SINCs, it is felt that the criteria for their selection 
can now be usefully revisited and re-established. 

2. Proposed criteria for designation or conformation of a SlNC 

The following criteria are modelled on the ‘Guidance on Establishing and Managing Local 
Nature Conservation Site Systems in Scotland’ (RTPI, SNH and COSLA 2006) and the 
Scottish Wildlife Trusts wildlife sites selection criteria. 
All sites proposed as SlNCs should be assessed according to each of these five factors : 

Species diversity. 
Species diversity will be assessed according to the number and variety of species 
found on the site compared with what may be expected to occur within similar 
habitats. A score will be given as follows: 

Lower than expected: 
Average: 
Higher than expected: 
Very high: 

Species rarity. 
Species rarity will be assessed according to species recorded on the site that are 
considered to be rare, endangered or vulnerable, in a national or local context, 
including those on the Scottish Biodiversity List and those listed as priorities in the 
LBAP. A score will be given as follows: 

No rarities: 0 
1-3 species from LBAP audit list: 1 
3+ species from LBAP audit list: 2 
Nationally rare species present: 3 
(UK list, Scottish List, or Red Data Book species) 
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Habitat rarity. 
Habitat rarity will be assessed according to the rarity of a habitat within the national 
and local context, including those on the Scottish Biodiversity List and those listed 
as priorities in the LBAP. A score will be given as follows: 

Not rare: 0 
1 
2 

Locally rare in unfavourable condition: 
Locally rare in favourable condition: 
Nationally rare: 3 

Habitat Extent (in the local context). 

Habitat Extent is assessed according to the amount of a particular habitat found on a 
site relative to the total found in the local area. A score will be given as follows: 

Small 
Average 
Larger than average 
Large 

Connectivity. 

Connectivity will be assessed according to a sites proximity to (physical links 
between) broadly similar habitats found in the surrounding countryside, and ability 
for the potential of new links (wildlife corridors) to be created. A score will be given 
as follows: 

No connectivity 
Close to other SlNCs 
Extends an existing SlNC 
Joins SlNCs together 

These factors will be recorded on a site assessment form - a score of 7/15 or above 
will mean that a site is awarded SlNC status. 

3. Priority Designations - A priority designation as a SlNC site is given for the following: 

Habitats :- 

i. Peatlands: North Lanarkshire has approximately 3,724ha of lowland raised and 
intermediate bogs, which represents a significant proportion of the lowland peatland resource 
in Central Scotland. It is therefore important to protect all areas of peatland in North 
Lanarkshire regardless of their current condition, as they may be restorable. Peatlands are 
also very difficult to rate under a scoring system because a peatland in good condition does 
not have many species of plants and has a greater diversity when it is more badly degraded. 
All peatland sites will be designated as SINCs. 

ii. Riparian Corridors: North Lanarkshire has a complex network of natural, semi-natural 
and man-made watercourses that includes burns, rivers, canals and main surface drainage. 
Watercourses will be protected under a SlNC designation that will afford protection to the 
watercourse and an adjacent buffer zone of up to 30m of semi-natural or natural habitat to 
either side of the watercourse. 

Species :- 
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It is essential to protect populations of locallylregionally rare species and locally/regionally 
important populations of common species, particularly where they may act as the main 
source of recruitment for dispersal to surrounding areas. A site will therefore also be given 
SlNC status if it supports a locally/regionally important population of a particular species. 
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Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation - Update - April 2008 

Amendment 

SlNC Update 2008 Appendix 1 (2).xls 

NLC 6 Fig. 
Code area SlNC Site Grid Ref. Comments 

site 
KEY TO AMENDMENTS 03/08 centroid 
N- site name changed 
C- site code changed 
B- boundary changed 
D- deletion 

.A- addition 

Appendix 1 

B 
B 
B 
B 
D 

B 
B 
D 

BCN 
D 
D 
D 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
D 

67/04 N Corrie Burn Glen (Includes part Corrie Burn SSSI) 
67/05 N Wham Glen (Includes part Corrie Burn SSSI) 
67/07 N Cast Burn Glen 684775 site extended 
67/09 N Corrie Wood Extension (Includes part Corrie Burn SSSI) 

75/01D S North Motherwell Wetland lost to development 
75/04B S Todhole Burn & Ravenscraig Railway 766573 site reduced due to development 
75/04C S Ravenscraig Railway Sidings (West) 771 563 site reduced due to development 
75/06 . S New Stevenston Grassland 761 598 lost to development 
76/09 N Gartcosh Nature Reserve 707685 revised boundary 
76/09A N Gartcosh Industrial Site (West) 703680 amalgamated with 76/09 
76/09B N Gartcosh Industrial Site (East) 708683 lost to development 
76/17 C Garnqueen Woods 71 5679 amalgamated with 76/09 
76/22 C Witch Wood 720666 site extended 
76/32 C North Calder Water: Carnbroe Mains-Greenend 741 630 site reduced due to development 

77/01B N Northfield 705782 site extended 
77/10 C Luckenhill Moor 800722 site extended to reflect Slamannan Plateau SSSl boundary 
7711 1 N Orchardton Pond 8, Broadwood Loch 
77/14 N Drumglass Marsh & Plantation 724757 site extended 
7711 8 N Nethercroy Marsh 725766 amalgamated with 77/28 

680787 site extended to include part of Corrie Burn SSSl 
680775 site extended to include part of Corrie Burn SSSl 

687789 site extended to include part of Corrie Burn SSSl 

71 8735 site extended & area lost to development removed 



SlNC Update 2008 Appendix 1 (2).xls 

Amendment 
NLC 6 Fig. 

Code area SlNC Site Grid Ref. Comments 

site 
KEY TO AMENDMENTS 03/08 centroid 
N- site name changed 
C- site code changed 
B- boundary changed 
D- deletion 
A- addition 

BN 
B 

I 

77/28 N Nethercroy 730765 site extended (formerly Croy Hill) 
77/47B N Drumcap Plantation (East) 761 771 site extended 

A-D amalgamated into one site & extended to include SSSl 

BCN 
D 
D 

Forth & Clyde Canal: Craigmarloch Drawbridge- Wynford area- also a SlNC (formerly 77/50A-D Forth & Clyde Canal: 
77/50 N Lock (contains Dullatur Marsh SSSI) 756780 North bank/South bank) 
77/50A N Forth & Clyde Canal (North Bank): Shawend Farm. 747778 amalgamated with 77/50 to form one large site 
771508 N Island Wood 747776 amalgamated with 77/50 to form one large site 

Forth & Clyde Canal (North Bank): Kelvinhead Jetty- 
D 

D 

77/50C N Wyndford Lock 768786 amalgamated with 77/50 to form one large site 

77/50D N Wyndford Lock 771 785 amalgamated with 77/50 to form one large site 
Forth & Clyde Canal (South Bank): Netherwood Slip- 

Garrion Gill SSSl & Horsely Brae (part of Clyde Valley 


