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1. INTRODUCTION 

1 .I The purpose of this report is to update members on the publication of the Gartcosh 
Gartloch Green Network Strategy and to seek committee support for the vision outlined in 
the study and approval for continued input to the project. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 A report to the Planning and Environment Committee in August 2006 outlined the work of 
the Glasgow and Clyde Valley Green Network Partnership (GCVGNP) and gained 
committee approval for participating in the partnership and developing its programme. 

2.2 The GCVGNP identified the project through its Biodiversity Topic Group and the 
Biodiversity Officer has lead the North Lanarkshire Council input to the strategy 
development. 

2.3 Land Use Consulting were commissioned to develop a green network strategy for the 
Gartcosh Gartloch corridor. The strategy was required to: 

0 Provide a framework for the development of the Gartcosh/Gartloch component of the 
Green network that can then be used to: 
Recommend how to maximise the social, economic and environmental benefits of the 
Green Network within the Gartloch/Gartcosh corridor. 
Provide an accompanying management plan which sets out specific actions for part of 
the initiative area in North Lanarkshire 

2.4 The final report was published in January 2008 at a public event in Easterhouse detailing 
the findings of the study. A copy of this report has been lodged in the members library. 

3. MAIN POINTS CONTAINED IN THE STUDY 

3.1 Vision - The development of the Gartcosh/Gartloch Green Network to create a nationally 
important wetlands park with a wider network of recreation sites bringing significant 
environmental, community and economic benefits to the local Gartcosh/Gartloch corridor 
and to the wider Glasgow, North Lanarkshire and Clyde Valley area. 



3.2 Underpinning this vision are seven objectives with outline details of how they might be 
delivered. These are not reproduced in full here but some of the more significant activities 
are highlighted : 

1. Establish a project partnership to guide development and implementation of the 
inititaive, identify the most appropriate “designation vehicle”, (possibly “Regional Park” 
status) for the initiative and define its physical extent. This includes creating a project 
steering group including the two local authorities and various agencies, NGOs and 
other stakeholders; the creation of a regionaVwetland park designation; and exploring 
the feasibility of the development of a Wetland Centre as a medium to long term aim. 

2. Conserve and significantly enhance the biodiversity interest of the area with specific 
emphasis on enhancing its wetland ornithological interest. Details under this objective 
include surveys, management plans for specific sites and positive management of 
existing wetlands and other habitats. It also recommends creation of additional 
wetlands and other habitats to reinforce the wetland corridor. 

3. Secure a wider range of landscape and environmental enhancements. 

4. Raise awareness of the biodiversity interests, the wider natural and cultural heritage 
and the range of recreation opportunities. Details under this objective include robust 
waymarking and signposting, information on the web and at key visitor locations, as 
well as strong branding of the area to create an identity. 

5. Encourage access to the area and understanding and enjoyment of its natural and 
cultural heritage. Details under this objective include further development of access 
networks, connection with long distance routes and links with transport nodes. 

6. Secure benefits for existing communities by encouraging involvement in creating 
pathways through volunteering, training, social enterprise and local business 
development. Details under this objective include consultation workshops, developing 
the local skill base, supporting community enterprise, links with education through visits 
and activities and developing healthy living benefits. 

7. Ensure the new development in and around the corridor contributes to and benefits 
from the natural and cultural heritage of the locality. Details include engaging with 
developers, preparing supplemetary planning guidance jointly with Glasgow City 
council, development briefs and masterplans for larger developments. 

3.3 In addition to the activities outlined under the objectives, the study also provides 
implementation guidance under the following headings: 

Process, partnership and coordination 
This section outlines the need for a dedicated project officer to drive and co-ordinate the 
project in the early stages and identify funding opportunities. 
Development of a Wetlands Centre 
Securing benefits for local communities 
The role of the planning system 
SUDS and Greenspace 
Funding 

This section contains a review of external funding opportunities to take forward different 
elements of the strategy 
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3. FINANCIAL AND CORPORATE IMPLICATIONS 

3.1 A limited proportion of the objectives proposed in the strategy would be achievable 
through focusing on existing work-streams such as planned improvements to the access 
network, ongoing management at Drumpettier Country Park and the current woodlands 
management programme funded by Forestry Commissions Woodlands in and Around 
Towns grants (WIAT). Delivery of some of the objectives such as inputting to the steering 
group, developing regional park designation and supplementary planning guidance could 
also be achieved through focusing the existing staff resource. 

3.2 Other elements would require additional resource input, particularly towards the 
appointment of a project officer to drive the initiative in the early stages and of course to 
the creation of a wetland centre should the steering group decide that this is a viable 
option. The funding section of the report outlines opportunities for funding various 
elements of the strategy. 

3.3 The strategy is noted to be broadly in line with many of the key themes of the Corporate 
Plan. 

4.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

4. I That the Committee agrees to the Council's continued support for taking forward the 
implementation phase of the Gartloch Gartcosh Green Network Strategy as part of NLC's 
commitment to the GCVGNP as noted at 4.1 above. 

4.2 That the Executive Director of Environmental Services will, as the need arises, report 
further on elements of the strategy which may require additional resources as outlined at 
4.2 above. 

4.3 That the Committee supports the principle of seeking Regional Park designation for the 
area. 

4.4 That this report be referred to the Planning and Transportation Committee for information. 

Head of Land Services 


