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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1 To advise members on, and seek approval for the review of our Contaminated Land 
Strategy as required under Part IIA of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 To comply with its Statutory Duty under the Environmental Protection Act 1990, North 
Lanarkshire Council produced its Inspection Strategy for the Identification of 
Contaminated Land in October 2001. The main objective was to prioritise land within 
North Lanarkshire Council area which had the highest potential to be contaminated as 
defined in the legislation and take appropriate remediation action where necessary. 

2.2 The Strategy stated that it would be reviewed and updated as deemed necessary. After 
implementing it for three years the Strategy was updated (October 2004) and a further 
Update Bulletin produced in April 2006 

3. SUSTAl NAB1 LITY I M PLl CAT1 ONS 

3.1 The implementation of the Strategy is to ensure that land is suitable for its current use and 
to enable appropriate remediation action to be taken where any sites meet the statutory 
definition of Contaminated Land. 

4. PROPOSALS I CONSIDERATIONS 

4.1 The reviewed strategy will form the basis for implementing the provisions of Part IIA of the 
Environmental Protection Act 1990 in relation to contaminated land. The strategy aims to 
resolve issues in relation to land and water contamination through voluntary agreement, in 
line with statutory guidance produced by the Scottish Executive. Where this approach fails 
and the legal powers in relation to designation and remediation of contaminated land are 
required on a piece of land further consultation with the Council will be required. 

4.2 A copy of the reviewed strategy attached as appendix one. 



4.3 The reviewed strategy aims to tie into the broader aims of North Lanarkshire Council to 
drive regeneration through the redevelopment and remediation of land with a history of 
previous contaminative use. As part of the review, consultations and discussions have 
been held with Development Control and Regeneration colleagues. 

4.4 As part of the strategic approach required by the Environmental Protection Act 1990, 
North Lanarkshire Council retains all information relating to investigations and visits 
undertaken in our Land Quality Management Database. North Lanarkshire Council has 
not, to date, declared any statutory contaminated land. 

4.5 Intrusive investigations and remediation work has also been undertaken predominantly to 
address issues in relation to old landfill sites that were inherited by North Lanarkshire 
Council in 1996. Recent activity includes involvement and participation in the regeneration 
of Brownsburn Park with other colleagues throughout the Council. 

5. CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

5.1 Draft copies of the review document were circulated throughout Council services as well 
as to external stakeholders. The updated review document is consistent with current 
policy. 

6. RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1 That members note the contents of this report and approve the update Contaminated 
Land Strategy. 

C MORGAN 
HEAD OF PROTECTIVE SERVICES 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Charles Penman, on (01236) 812457. 
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Executive Summary 

On the 14th July 2000, a new statutory regime came into force when the Environment 

Act 1995 modified the Environmental Protection Act 1990 with regard to the 

regulatory powers available to Local Authorities for dealing with contaminated land, 

by inserting a new part (Part IIA). To supplement and enforce these provisions, 

Scottish Ministers also introduced the Contaminated Land (Scotland) Regulations 

2000, the Contaminated Land (Scotland) Regulations 2005 and the Radioactive 

Contaminated Land (Scotland) Regulations 2007. 

The duties imposed on Local Authorities were 

0 To inspect their areas from time to time to identifL any contaminated land. 

0 To determine whether a particular site meets the statutory definition of 

contaminated land 

To establish responsibilities for remediation of the land 

To ensure that appropriate remediation takes place 

0 

0 

I. Through agreement with those responsible, or 

11. By serving a remediation notice on the appropriate person(s) 

111. In certain cases, carrying out the work themselves 

IV. In certain cases, through the use of other powers 

To keep a public register detailing those sites designated as contaminated land 

and actions taken thereby 

0 

In August 2001, North Lanarkshire Council published a strategic document outlining 

our approach to the use of these powers entitled ‘The Inspection Strategy for the 

Identification of Contaminated Land’ and have supplemented this with an update in 

2004. This document is a review of the original strategy and develops further the way 

in which North Lanarkshire Council intends to use the powers outlined under Part IIA 

to progress its inspection strategy. Copies of the original Strategy, updates and this 

document can be obtained from the Pollution Control Team at North Lanarkshire 

Council. 
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North Lanarkshire Council intends to continue to inspect its area using a strategic 

approach which will: 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Be rational, ordered and efficient 

Be proportionate to the seriousness of any actual or potential risk 

Seek to ensure that the most pressing and serious problems are located first 

Ensure that resources are concentrated on investigating areas where the 

authority is most likely to find contaminated land: and 

Ensure that the Authority efficiently identifies requirements for the detailed 

inspection of particular areas of land. 

0 

North Lanarkshire Council has adopted a methodology which assesses harm in 

the form of, as defined in guidance, the Human Health effect, the Ecological System 

effects, the Animal or Crop effects, the Building effects and or pollution of the Water 

Environment may be affected. The recent additional responsibility of addressing sites 

that are potential contaminated by radioactivity now requires to be incorporated into 

this methodology. 

Details of the methodology adopted is provided in the ‘S57 Methodology Document 

2001’ which provides a full list of the datasets used, the preparation undertaken and 

the algorithms employed in the execution of the prioritisation methodology. This 

document is available for reference from the Pollution Control Team. In adopting this 

approach and developing our GIS Model and Land Quality Management Database, 

North Lanarkshire Council has employed, as detailed in guidance provided by 

Scottish Ministers, an approach which is 

0 Strategic and robust 

0 RiskBased 

Scientific 

0 Auditable 

Verifiable 
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Land contamination is a potential constraint on development. This 

strategy recognises the pivotal role played by the planning and development cycle in 

developing previous industrial sites, particularly where, as is the case in North 

Lanarkshire, the desire to regenerate is fundamental to the long term economic and 

social development of the area. Due to the urbanised nature of much of North 

Lanarkshire Council, many sites identified as potentially contaminated in the initial 

stages of the regime have been subject to redevelopment and subsequent work under 

PAN 33. As such this strategy seeks, wherever possible, to work within this broad 

policy framework. 

The strategy aims to be part of a larger regeneration toolkit available to North 

Lanarkshire Council and where possible combines the aims to deliver sites that are 

suitable for use and for further development encouraging long term economic and 

social benefit to the local populace. To effect understanding of Part IIA, the Pollution 

Control Team have worked hard to establish effective communications with both 

planning and building control colleagues to raise the standard and scope of the 

supporting information submitted with applications where land may be contaminated. 

Rigorous review of applications has achieved increased standards of remediation 

associated with land development. 

North Lanarkshire Council remains committed to seeking voluntary 

remediation as the preferred approach and thereby avoiding the need to the serve 

notices under Part IIA. This approach is considered the most effective tool in the 

majority of situations for providing land ‘suitable for use’ that can be used to the long 

term benefit of the residents of North Lanarkshire. 

North Lanarkshire Council also recognises the potential risk to the water environment 

posed by contaminated land and development work on such land. North Lanarkshire 

Council remains committed to working with SEPA on policy and regulatory practice 

as part of their responsibilities arising from the implementation of the Water 

Framework Directive. 

5 
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Introduction 

Under Part IIA of the Environmental Protection Act 1990, each local authority has a 

responsibility to 

“cause its area to be inspectedfrom time to time for the purpose of identijjing 

contaminated land” 

This legislation states that when contaminated land is identified the local authority 

must ensure that the land is managed in an appropriate manner. 

The legislation also requires the local authority to produce a strategy to execute this 

responsibility and to keep this strategy under review. 

North Lanarkshire Council Policy 

The contaminated land strategy aims to tie into a number of policies and plans 

setting out the long term vision for the development of North Lanarkshire Council. 

These include 

1. The Corporate Plan which sets out the broad aims and commitment of North 

Lanarkshire Council. 

A place where everyone has access to 

0 Good quality housing 

0 

0 

A pleasant and safe environment; 

The very best employment, education and training opportunities; 

Caring and co-ordinated support and health services that meet people’s needs: 

and 

Attractive leisure and cultural facilities 0 

2. North Lanarkshire Council’s Social Inclusion Strategy and Economic Strategy 

which sets out the Council’s policies to reduce social exclusion and improve the 

overall economic well being. 
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3. North Lanarkshire Council’s Community Plan in which North Lanarkshire 

Council has developed a Community Planning Partnership vision for the area with 

NHS Lanarkshire, Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire, Communities Scotland, Jobcentre 

Plus, Strathclyde Police, Strathclyde Fire and Rescue, Consortium of Further 

Education Colleges, NL Voluntary Sector and Strathclyde Passenger Transport 

Executive. 

The Community Plan commits all of the partners to a shared agenda to develop the 

following key themes: 

0 Health and Wellbeing 

0 Safe, Sustainable Environment 

0 Lifelong Learning 

0 Regeneration 

4. North Lanarkshire Council’s Local Agenda 21 Strategy which is both a strategy 

and an action plan designed to provide guidance on the Council’s contribution to a 

sustainable environment. 

5.  North Lanarkshire Council’s Land Use Development Plan (currently under 

review) which consists of the strategic advice contained in the Glasgow and Clyde 

Valley Structure Plans together with the local advice contained in the Local Plans. 

Together they provide North Lanarkshire Council’s vision for the future land use of 

the area and ‘to promote regeneration and sustainable growth for our communities.’ 

This plan follows national guidelines and aims to promote development on brownfield 

sites 

It is North Lanarkshire Council’s intention that the reviewed Inspection Strategy for 

the Identification of Contaminated Land, will continue to form the basis for 

implementation of the Part IIA legislation. The Strategy will provide not only the 

arrangements and procedures for inspection of land within the North Lanarkshire 

Council area but also a justification for, and a transparency in, the decisions on how 
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the land will be inspected and subsequent actions undertaken supported by the 

relevant methodology document for reprioritisation. 

The issue of Contaminated as well as derelict land falls under a range of Regional, 

Corporate and Departmental policy frameworks. 

The pan-Lanarkshire economic strategy ‘Changing Gear Towards 2010’ recognises 

derelict land as a key issue to tackle through regeneration with the aim of making 

Lanarkshire a more attractive place with a quality environment. This interlinks with 

the Corporate Plan. 

The ‘Economic Regeneration Framework 2004-2010’ provides a framework and 

action plan for economic development activities on a North Lanarkshire Council 

level. Tackling dereliction and contamination is a key component of improving the 

areas image and competitiveness as well as improving the quality of life for North 

Lanarkshire residents. 

The framework identifies actions such as supporting the development of former 

industrial sites, bringing derelict land back into use, remediating contaminated land 

and enhancing the quality of green space and the environment particularly in 

disadvantaged communities. The issue of identifying and tackling contaminated land 

cuts across issues such as economic development, social inclusion, tourism, health 

and quality of life. The policy documents discussed above recognise the 

interconnectedness of these issues and the dependencies that exist between them. 

Regulatory Context 

The Contaminated land provisions of Part ITA of the Environmental Protection Act 

1990 came into force in Scotland on 14th July 2000. The Scottish Ministers made the 

Environment Act 1995 (Commencement No. 17 and Saving Provision)(Scotland) 

Order 2000 (SSI.2000/180) bringing into force Part IIA of the Environmental 

Protection Act 1990, Part IIA was inserted into the 1990 Act by Section 57 of the 

Environment Act 1995. The Scottish Ministers, in exercise of the powers conferred 

upon them by sections 78C (8) to (lO), 78E (6), 78G (5) and (6), 78L (4) and (5) and 

78R (l), (2) and (8) of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 and of all other powers 

enabling them made the Contaminated Land (Scotland) Regulations 2000 
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(S.I.2000/178), and SERAD Circular U2000 Statutory Guidance on Contaminated 

Land. Subsequently and as a result of the Contaminated Land (Scotland) Regulations 

2005 (SSI 2005/658) (the Scottish Regulations) made by the Scottish Ministers under 

powers conferred by section 20 of, and schedule 2 to, the Water Environment and 

Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003. Circular SERAD 1/2000 has been replaced by 

the statutory guidance as set out in Annex 3 to the Environmental Protection Act 

1990: Part IIA Contaminated Land Statutory Guidance: Edition 2 

Part IIA has subsequently been extended by order in 2007 through SI 2007/179 

The development of this strategy review is in response to the requirements of the Part 

IIA which requires local authorities to keep up to date their formally adopted and 

published Contaminated Land strategy document outlining its approach to its duties. 

Role of Local Authority 

Under the provisions, duties have been assigned to both Local Authorities and the 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA). The primary regulatory role for the 

new Contaminated Land Regime rests with the Local Authorities. The role is 

designed to reflect their existing functions under the statutory nuisance regime, and 

also complement their responsibility as planning authorities. 

The main role of the Local Authorities under this new regime is to: 

complete a ‘Contaminated Land Inspection Strategy’. 

to cause their areas to be inspected fi-om time to time to identify any contaminated 

land 

to determine whether a particular site meets the statutory definition of contaminated 

land 

establish responsibilities for remediation of the land 

ensure that appropriate remediation takes place through agreement with those 

responsible, or if not possible 

-by serving a remediation notice, or 

- in certain cases, carrying out the work themselves, or 

- in certain cases, through other powers 

keep a public register detailing the regulatory action which they have taken under 

the new regime. 

9 



North Lanarkshire Council Draft Review of the Contaminated Land Strategy January 2008-01-1 8 
C A p e m a n  

Role of Scottish Environment Protection Agency 

The principle roles held by SEPA with respect to contaminated land as defined in Part 

IIA will be: 

0 To provide advice on contamination of the water environment during the 

inspection process 

To undertake inspection and remediation activities on sites that are 

radioactively contaminated 

To act as a statutory consultee where the local authority considers that 

pollution of the water environment is occurring or likely to occur 

0 provide consultation on Contaminated Land Inspection Strategies 

0 to provide site specific information which SEPA may have which may be of 

assistance to the local authority 

0 act as the enforcing authority for any land designated as a ‘special site’ 

0 publish periodic reports on contaminated land 

0 

0 

Definition of Contaminated Land under Part IIA 

Section 78 A (2) of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 gives the statutory 

definition of contaminated land for the purposes of Part IIA as: 

“ Any land which appears to the local authority in whose area it is situated to be in 

such a condition, by reason of substances in, on or under the land, that: 

a) Significant harm is being caused or there is a significant possibility of such harm is 

being caused; or 

b) Significant pollution of the water environment is being caused or there is a 

significant possibility of such pollution being caused” 

The definition is intended to reflect the anticipated role of Part IIA thus enabling the 

identification and remediation of land on which contamination is causing 

unacceptable risk to human health or the wider environment. The definition does not 

necessarily include all land where contamination is present, even though the 

contamination may be relevant in the context of other legislation. 
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Section 78A(5) requires the regulatory authority to act in accordance with guidance 

containing within Scottish Executive Circular U2000 in determining significance and 

likelihood. 

Pollution Linkage 

Before any Local Authority can make a judgement that any land appears to be 

contaminated land, the Authority must first identify a pollution linkage. This means 

that each of the following has to be identified: 

A contaminant 

A pathway 

A relevant receptor 

A contaminant is defined as: 

“a substance which is in, on or under the land and which has the potential to cause 

harm or to cause pollution to the water environment”. 

A receptor is defined as: 

a) “a living organism, a group of living organisms, an ecological system or a piece of 

property which: 

I) is in a category listed in Table A , in Chapter A of the Scottish Government, 

Environmental Protection Act 1990: Part IIA Contaminated Land Statutory 

Guidance: Edition 2 May 2006 Paper SE/2006/44 as a type of receptor, and 

ii) is being, or could be, harmed by a contaminant, or 

b) the water environment is being, or could be, polluted by a contaminant.” 

A pathway is one or more routes or means by, or through, which a receptor: 

a) “is being exposed to, or affected by, a contaminant, 

or 

b) could be so exposed or affected.” 

The same would apply when making a judgement that land appears to be 

contaminated on the basis that pollution of the water environment is being caused, the 
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Authority must here identify a significant pollution linkage where a body of 

controlled water forms the receptor. 

This approach recognises that harm to health and the environment arises not from the 

mere presence of contaminating substances in land, but from their movement along a 

pathway to where they can cause harm to a receptor. Unless all three elements of a 

pollutant linkage are identified in respect to any piece of land, that land should not be 

identified as contaminated land. It is also possible that there may be more than one 

pollution linkage on any given piece of land. 

Significant Pollution Linkage 

In order to define an area of land as being contaminated under the legislation a Local 

Authority must further satisfy itself that: 

a) such a pollutant linkage exists in respect of the piece 

of land; and 

b) that pollutant linkage: 

i) is resulting in significant harm being caused to the receptor in the pollution 

linkage, 

ii) presents a significant possibility of significant harm being caused to that 

receptor, 

iii) is resulting in significant pollution of the water environment being caused 

or there is a significant possibility of such pollution being caused 

iv) is likely to result in such pollution. 

Descriptions of significant harm and conditions for there being a significant 

possibility of significant harm are listed in Tables A and B respectively of the Scottish 

Government Environmental Protection Act 1990: Part IIA Contaminated Land 

Statutory Guidance: Edition 2 May 2006 Paper SE/2006/44. 

Consideration must also be given to the time-scale within which the harm might occur 

(e.g. if the current use of the land is due to change) and the vulnerability of the 

receptors. 
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Suitable for Use 

The Regulations are aimed at identification and dealing with significant 

contamination in the UK, and only specify a ‘suitable for current use’ approach. 

The suitable for current use approach recognises that the risks presented by 

contamination will vary dependent upon the use of the land and other wider natural 

and built factors. The suitable for use approach consists of three elements: 

1. Ensuring land is suitable for its current use 

2. Ensuring land is made suitable for any new use, as planning permission is given for 

that new use, and 

3. Limiting requirements for remediation to the work necessary to prevent 

unacceptable risks to human health and or the environment in relation to the current 

use or future use of the land for which planning permission is being sought. 

North Lanarkshire Council - Responsibilities under Part IIA 

Within North Lanarkshire Council, the responsibilities for implementing the 

contaminated land regime are as follows: 

The Pollution Control team, as part of the Environmental Services Department are 

responsible for 

0 

0 

0 

the development and implementation of the contaminated land strategy, 

the identification of potentially contaminated land sites including Special Sites 

the development of conceptual site models for potentially contaminated land 

sites. 

the exercise of powers of entry under Section 108. 

the application of appropriate risk assessment techniques to further the 

investigation of sites considered likely to have a contaminant, pathway and 

receptor with a view to deciding which course of action is appropriate. 

0 

0 
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the identification, assessment and monitoring of any intrusive works that 

require to be undertaken as a consequence of the application of appropriate 

risk assessment techniques in relation to a potentially contaminated site. 

in conjunction with Legal Services within North Lanarkshire Council, identify 

and consult with the ‘appropriate persons’ with a view to bringing about 

remediation, serving Remediation Notices where necessary. 

preparing a submission to elected members preceding any designation under 

Part IIA 

contacting the relevant statutory bodies where it is likely that a site requires to 

be designated under Part IIA 

handling of complaints from the public, business and voluntary organisations 

in relation to contaminated land 

liaison with stakeholders throughout the investigation process 

the maintenance of appropriate records and information including statutory 

registers. 

Elected members of North Lanarkshire Council 

will be consulted on any review or update of the contaminated land strategy 

will be informed at the earliest opportunity where it is considered likely that 

any site is liable to require to be designated under Part IIA and/or the service 

of remediation notices is likely. 

Will be informed of any claim for compensation as a result of action taken in 

relation to intrusive investigation. 

Other Services within the Council (including Legal, Planning, Building Control) 

Early consultation with the Pollution Control Team wherever development 

involving land that has the potential to be contaminated is proposed. (as 

identified through the Council are wide assessment model) 

Involved as necessary to provide appropriate expertise to progress the 

development of the strategy and address the broader issues of contaminated 

land within North Lanarkshire Council 

Appointed Technical Advisors 
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Involved as necessary to provide technical expertise on site investigation, 

assessment, remediation, laboratory testing and other services deemed 

appropriate to progress the strategy and address the broader issues of 

contaminated land within North Lanarkshire Council. 
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Characteristics of North Lanarkshire Council Area 

Geographical Location 
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North Lanarkshire lies within the basin of the River Clyde and its tributaries, most 

notably the Kelvin, North Calder Water and South Calder Water. There are areas of 

high ground along the Central Scotland plateau in the east of the area and in the 

Kilsyth Hills to the north. Economically and socially, the area is strongly linked with 

the city of Glasgow and other communities of the Clyde Valley. 

Situated in the heartland of Central Scotland, major transport routes play a critical role 

in the North Lanarkshire economy. Radiating from Glasgow the A80/M80 is the main 

strategic link to Falkirk, Stirling and the north of Scotland: the A8/M8 is the primary 

link with Edinburgh and the east of Scotland and the M74 along the southern 

boundary of North Lanarkshire is Scotland’s major link to the south. The major rail 

passenger and freight rail routes from Glasgow to Edinburgh and the main Scotland / 

England routes all run through the area. 

Size 

North Lanarkshire covers 47,358 Hectares. 

Development land covers 3,439 Hectares 

Agricultural Land covers 21,548 hectares 

Population Distribution 

Estimates from the General Register Office for Scotland show the population of North 

Lanarkshire in mid 2006 at 323, 780 with a population density of 6.8 people per 

hectare, the Sth most densely populated local authority in Scotland. 

Population is estimated to increase by 0.3% by 2024 with a likely decline of all age 

groups from 0 - 44 and increases in the older age groups. 

The number of households is projected to increase a further 9.7% by 201 6 exceeding 

the predicted national average of 8.9% 

Regular updates of population distribution can be obtained at www.northlan.aov.uk 
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Geology 

Strata belonging to the Carboniferous Coal Measures underlie most of the 

area. Around 300 million years ago during the Carboniferous period, central Scotland 

was moving slowly north from the equator with a tropical climate. Successions of hot 

deserts, warm seas and tropical forests went into making the layers of sandstone, 

limestone, ironstone, clay and coal seams. 

In the northern part of the area, around Cumbernauld and Chryston area, are the 

Lower Carboniferous Limestone ISeries rocks which contain numerous coal seams 

and are heavily intruded by later igneous Quartz Dolerite sills and dykes. The igneous 

rocks have been and still are extensively quarried for aggregates and roadstone. 

Towards the south, the Upper Carboniferous Productive Coal Measures strata and the 

Barren Red Measures dominate the bedrock geology. Around Airdrie, Coatbridge and 

Newmains, the coal seams have been extensively worked by both opencast and deep 

mining methods. Open cast still remains active in some parts. 

Over the majority of the Council area, the superficial deposits are dominated by 

undifferentiated glacial till. This material tends to be highly variable in physical 

properties making its effectiveness as a pathway is difficult to predict. Nevertheless 

the presence of a significant thickness (>5m) of glacial till would normally be 

expected to act as an effective barrier to large scale downward or lateral movement of 

soil contamination. 

To the north of the area the Kelvin Valley has significant deposits of fluvial sands, 

gravel and clay which may be more susceptible to significant contaminant movement. 

The main spread of peat occurs on Fannyside Muir in the Cumbernauld part of the 

district with only minor deposits elsewhere. 

Hydrogeology 

The hydrogeology of North Lanarkshire Council is a reflection of its climate and 

geology and is also heavily influenced by the extensive areas of urban development 
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and historical mining activity. The general characteristics of the superficial and 

bedrock aquifers within North Lanarkshire Council are shown on the groundwater 

maps published on the SEPA website 

http://www.sepa.ora.uk/groundwater/tools/index. htm 

The area does not include any aquifers designated as major sources of drinking water 

and has a very limited distribution of land considered as being highly vulnerable to 

groundwater pollution as defined by SEPA’s Groundwater vulnerability Map 

http://www. sepa.orn.uk/pdf7lmoundwater/tools/vulnerability.pdf 

North Lanarkshire Council has 16 private water supplies currently in use and 

designated as Category B supplies. 15 of these supplies are located in the northern 

part of the district and are located around the Kilsyth Hills reflecting the geology and 

hydrogeology of the area. These supplies are monitored and regulated as necessary by 

staff from the Food Safety Section within Environmental Services. 

The potential to abstract groundwater from the natural superficial soils of the area is 

mostly low given the widespread coverage of low permeability glacial till deposits. 

Glacial sands and gravels are likely to yield only minor flows and spring that may be 

of local importance as private water supplies. 

Numerous groundwater wells once drew on the Upper Limestone Group and 

Limestone Coal Group rocks. The yields were generally small except where old mine 

workings were intercepted in which case yields increased significantly. Gradual water 

pollution from the abandonment of the mines and industrial processes has affected 

such supplies. The groundwater was generally found to be highly mineralised, rich in 

iron and sulphate and it is reported some contained methane in solution. 

Current land Use Characteristics 

Current land use in North Lanarkshire Council reflects the growing trend in 

much of the west coast of Scotland where significant regeneration is taking place. As 

traditional heavy industry has declined, much of the vacant and derelict land left 

behind has been used to provide residential, commercial and light industrial 
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development sites. Heavy industry remains, however, although largely contained 

within established industrial sites scattered throughout the district. 

The Scottish Vacant and Derelict Land Survey of 2007 shows North Lanarkshire 

Council as the authority with the largest percentage, by area, of Derelict and Urban 

Vacant land in Scotland covering over 1,399 hectares. Over 73 % of derelict land is 

located in settlements within North Lanarkshire Council with over 50 % of the 

population living within 500 meters of a derelict site. Derelict land is land so damaged 

by development that it is incapable of further development without rehabilitation and 

can be viewed as a constraint on future development. 

North Lanarkshire Council can be divided into 3 separate areas: 

TheNorth 

Central 

The South 
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The North 

Consisting of much of the old Cumbernuald and Kilsyth District Council, the 

urban settlements contrast with an attractive rural backdrop, framed in the north by 

the Campsie and Kilsyth Hills and the Kelvin Valley. 

The main town in this area, Cumbernauld (population of around 5 1,000) 

straddles the A80 with most of the development in this new town to the south of the 

A80. Predominantly residential, Cumbernauld developed rapidly after 1956. The 

recent addition of the Antonine Shopping Centre in the town is likely to attract 

additional development with further residential and industrial development on the 

north of the A80 is proposed within the Local Plan. 

Kilsyth and its neighbouring villages of Queenzieburn and Banton are residential in 

character. The Kilsyth Hills are to the north. To the south are Auchinstarry, the Forth 

and Clyde Canal and the Antonine Wall. A Conservation Area is at the core of Kilsyth 

town centre. The conservation area of Cumbernauld Village and the village of 

Mollinsburn can also be found to the south of the A80. 

The Forth & Clyde Canal is a leisure transport link connecting Glasgow and 

Edinburgh via the Union Canal in Falkirk. There are walking and cycling tracks along 

the route of the Forth and Clyde and a mooring basin for boats at Auchinstarry to the 

south of Kilsyth. A Cyclist commuter route also runs from Glasgow to Cumbernauld, 

via Stepps, Muirhead, Chryston, Moodiesburn and Mollinsburn 

Gartcosh, as the most southerly settlement in the North, is adjacent to the M73 

and has historic links to the towns in the Central area. This area has seen significant 

development recently with the regeneration of the former derelict Gartcosh 

Steelworks site to generate the Gartcosh Industrial Park. 

The four settlements in the west - Stepps, Chryston, Muirhead and 

Moodiesburn have seen significant residential development recently as transport links 

have developed. Current significant industrial locations can be found in Moodiesburn, 

Stepps and Muirhead. 
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South of the Cumbernauld centre can be found Palacerigg Country Park which 

acts as a wildlife and visitor centre. To the west, historic gardens can be found at 

Bedlay Castle, while parts of Auchinloch and Stepps are areas of special character 

within the urban environment. 

Cumbernauld airport, located to the North East of the town, is mainly used for 

leisure aircraft travel. 

There remain a small number of properties within this part of the district that are 

provided with water from private supplies. These are confined to the rural parts of the 

area around Kilsyth. 
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Covering much of the old Monklands District Council, the main urban areas 

rise eastwards from Coatbridge, with a population of around 41,000, through to 

Airdrie, with a population of 35,000. 

Coatbridge is an amalgamation of 5 former villages that grew together 

rapidly during industrialisation of the 19* century. Most of these industries, based 

around coal and steel, have now gone and Coatbridge has developed mainly along 

residential lines with numerous public attractions including Summerlee Heritage Park, 

the Time capsule leisure complex and Drumpellier Country Park. Town centre 

redevelopment in the 1970’s and 1980’s brought pedestrianisation and a relief road 

south of the Main Street. Part of the town centre is now within a Conservation Area 

with several listed buildings. Employment is dominated by the public sector although 

tourism has become increasingly important. Coatbridge also operates one of 

Scotland’s largest inland ports at Gartsherrie. 

Airdrie originated as a market town but moved towards heavy industry as 

industrialisation grew and its immediate neighbour, Coatbridge, developed. In a 

similar way to Coatbridge, recent developments have seen the area develop a more 

residential character although it still does have areas of industrial activity. The town 

centre is almost wholly contained in a Conservation Area with several listed 

buildings. Currently the main employers include the NHS (Monklands Hospital), 

North Lanarkshire Council, the internet call centre Be Cogent and the vegetable 

packing company Bartletts. 

Surrounding villages including Glenboig, Chapelhall, Caldercruix, Calderbank, 

Greengairs, Plains and Salsburgh have also moved away from traditional historical 

industrial histories to reflect a more residential character. 

The countryside to the north of Coatbridge and Glenmavis is attractive rolling 

farmland, whilst the high ground to the east offers views over the Lower Clyde 

Valley, Glasgow and to Arran. 
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The current version of the Local Plan for this area includes further planned changes to 

Airdrie and Coatbridge town centres along with continued regeneration of areas of 

derelict land at the former Boots Factory in Airdrie, Lawson’s Distillers in Coatbridge 

and former Meadowside Works in Coatbridge. 

South 

This area covers the old Motherwell District boundaries extending from 

Tannochside in the west to Harthill in the east, and from the M8/A8 in the north to the 

River Clyde in the south. The main towns in the urban west are Bellshill, Motherwell 

and Wishaw. The rural east focuses around the settlements of Shotts and Harthill. 

There is a distinct urbdrural split between the west and east of this area. 
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Bellshill, with a population of over 20,000, has retained much of its original Victorian 

element, developed around the cross of the main north-south and east-west roads. 

Relatively recent residential development has reached into Tannochside in the west 

and Holytown in the east. There remain significant industrial areas to the North East 

of the town centre towards Mossend and EuroCentral, and the west of the town centre 

adjacent to the A725. 

Motherwell, with a population of over 30,000, is known predominantly for its large 

industrial heritage. Recent redevelopment together with the demise of much of its 

traditional industrial base has seen this area present a more residential character. 

There remains a significant element of industrial land east of the centre at the Dalzell 

Steelworks and adjacent industrial area. 

The former Ravenscraig steelworks is the major planned area of change. Ravenscraig 

has been identified as one of the highest priority action areas in the Local Plan and is 

expected to play a major role in transforming the character of the area. The site has 

been identified as an Urban Renewal Area and as a priority for other economic 

developments and environmental enhancements. A plan has been developed for the 

site to provide for residential, industrial, leisure and commercial development 

alongside a relocated Motherwell College, a Regional Sports Facility and a new Town 

Centre. 

Wishaw retains a traditional grid pattern around the principal transport route and 

shopping centre of its Main Street. This area is mainly residential in character. The 

remaining industrial area can be found near the southern Clyde Valley boundary. 

Greenhead Moss Community Nature Park on the outskirts of the town is an 

environmental and educational facility for the local community, as well as a venue for 

local events. 

To the east of the area the environment is more rural with much of the land remaining 

in agricultural use. Within this area, the main settlements of Shotts (population around 

8,000) and Harthill are surrounded by countryside that includes some attractive 
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woodland and farmland, some peatland of importance for nature conservation and the 

remains of several past workings for minerals. 

Despite the predominantly urban character of much of the area, there are significant 

areas of Green Belt and open space. The most prominent of these, Strathclyde 

Country Park, provides a number of leisure activities including a National Rowing 

Centre. It also acts as an educational resource for wildlife and nature. Baron’s Haugh 

RSPB reserve and Clydeside are also significant environmental assets, including 

accessible walking routes such as the Clyde walkway. 

Further proposals for Town Centre renewal in Motherwell, Wishaw and Bellshill are 

seen as an additional means of complimenting the development of Ravenscraig. 

Historical Information on Contamination 

North Lanarkshire has a wide and varied industrial legacy but largely reflects the 

move towards coal, steel and iron brought about by industrialisation. Equally the rural 

parts of the district remained largely tied to agriculture intermixed with quarrying for 

raw material such as sand and stone to supply local industry. 

In order to provide the necessary transport infrastructure that enable large scale 

industrial development, extensive evidence of old railway lines, stations and storage 

facilities intersect various parts of the urbanised parts of North Lanarkshire Council. 

While many of these lines have acted as the basis of the current train service 

provision, some parts of the district evidence old mineral railway connections which 

present a particular challenge when dealing with possible contaminated sites. 

Many of the towns within the district also have evidence of old gas works within 

the town centres. These tended to appear upon connection to the rail network and 

subsequently closed as the energy networks improved. However, because of their 

central position in towns, many of these sites have actually been redeveloped and in 

some cases have been for a considerable period. Similar to parts of the old railway 
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network, town gas sites present a particular challenge when dealing with the 

possibility of contaminated land. 

North 

The original Cumbernauld Village had links with the weaving industry which 

lead into the exploitation of coal, sand and stone quarrying as a consequence of 

natural abundance and the nearby connection to the Forth and Clyde Canal. The new 

town of Cumbernauld was added in 1956 bringing a large quantity of residential 

properties together with supporting commercial and light industrial development. 

Kilsyth has a history of mineral extraction, traces of which are still present, for 

example at Auchinstarry Quarry. The outlying settlements to the west - Stepps, 

Muirhead, Chryston, Moodiesburn and Mollinsburn - also have links to sand 

quarrying, fireclay working and mining. 

Gartcosh, at the southemmost end of the North area, has a history linked to farming, 

fireclay working eventually leading to iron and steel working. Much of the legacy of 

these times has since been removed as a result of local regeneration. 

Central 

The Iron industry helped shape much of Coatbridge in the 19* Century to 

the extent that it was known as the ‘Iron Burgh’. The extent and nature of Iron works 

impacted on nearby Airdrie, which had originally been a market town, developed into 

an established centre of woollen and linen fabrics before becoming heavily involved, 

during the mid to late 19fh Century, in the production of coal to feed the nearby 

furnaces. By the early 20th Century, the area in and around Airdrie and Coatbridge 

had numerous steel and iron works, paper mills, grain mills and a brickworks together 

with a significant service based sector using these locally produced products. 

The surrounding villages have varying industrial legacies -brick making in 

Glenboig and Chapelhall, paper manufacturing and distilling in Caldercruix, steel 
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making in Calderbank, quarrying and mining in Greengairs, Annathill, Bargeddie, 

Plains, Salsburgh and Glenmavis. 

South 

This area reflects a similar pattern to the rest of the district whereby the 

Industrial Revolution acted as a catalyst to change both the population numbers and 

the type of work undertaken in many of the towns and villages. 

Bellshill has early links with quarrying, clay tile working and textiles. By the 

mid 19* Century this had changed to reflect the predominance of iron and steel 

locally and nearby collieries, iron and steel works provided many local jobs. 

Motherwell was largely dominated by the presence of the Ravenscraig 

Steelworks and similar irodsteel sites together with the many ancillary and service 

industries nearby. 

Wishaw was originally associated with a distillery. However once the railway 

service was extended into the town in the early lgth Century, it began to develop 

along similar lines to the rest of the district with numerous collieries followed by iron 

and steel works. The growth of Ravenscraig heavily influenced the development of 

Wishaw due to its relatively close proximity. 

The east of the area still remains largely agricultural with some history of 

quarrying still in evidence. 

Updated information on contamination 

North Lanarkshire Council launched their original inspection strategy in 2001. 

At that time 5146 Hectares of land (around 11% of the area) was identified as having 

the potential to be contaminated land based on former use, pathways and receptors. 

To support the identification of contaminated land, a semi automated GIS 

prioritisation model (known as the S57 Model) was developed by North Lanarkshire 
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Council and their appointed consultants, Jacobs (formerly Babtie). This model is 

supported by a Land Quality Management database to storing site specific 

information. The model draws information from a variety of sources, detailed in the 

associated Methodology document - the ones listed below are not exhaustive - which 

can be divided into 3 distinct datasets 

0 Source datasets - Landmark Historical Land-use, SEPA data, Local authority 

data - geology, historical records, maps 

Pathway datasets - British Geological Survey drift, solid and manmade 

geological data, Mine entry data supplied by the Coal Authority 

Receptor Datasets: Ordnance Survey Mapping Central and local authority 

information on population & Building use, SEPA surface waters quality 

records, Scottish Natural Heritage and Historic Scotland receptors. 

0 

The model enabled North Lanarkshire Council to assess their area in a rational, 

ordered and efficient manner using historical land use as a basis for prioritisation. The 

first output of the model generated a list of 7032 locations where a potential for 

pollution linkages had been identified. Subsequent years saw considerable resources 

being placed on the assessment and inspection of this information. 

In both 2004 and 2006 North Lanarkshire Council provide a documented 

update on the progress of this process. During this time, more detailed and accurate 

site information has become available from both internal and external stakeholders 

and from refined risk assessment. This has driven a process of re-evaluation and 

reprioritisation to maintain up to date datasets that detail the numbers of potentially 

contaminated sites. 

Of the 5,146 hectares identified as potentially contaminated land, 1.76 

hectares were physically surveyed before 2002, 1,567.8 hectares were surveyed 

between 2002 and 2003 and a further 916.25 between 2003 and 2004. An additional 

44 hectares were surveyed between 2004 and 2005, 1,085.8 hectares between 2005 

and 2006 and further 34.78 between 2006 and present. 
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Having physically inspected the potentially contaminated locations in prioritised order 

from the Model, the information requires to be reviewed and assessed. Depending on 

the characteristics of the linkage there are three possible outcomes from the initial 

assessment or reprioritisation 

1. There is a likelihood of a significant pollutant linkage and further investigation 

is required 

2. There is very little likelihood of a significant pollutant linkage and it is 

suitable for its environmental setting. Where changes occur then it may require 

to be reassessed. 

3. There is no pollutant linkage. This is most likely where land has been 

developed and records found which validate the remediation works. 

Of the 3650 hectares that have been formally surveyed, 794 went through the 

reprioritisation process between 2003 and 2004,805 hectares between 2004 and 2005, 

912 hectares between 2005 and 2006, and a further 35 hectares between 2006 and 

today. This number has dwindled in recent years due to a change in focus towards 

intrusive investigation on the most serious locations. 

Of the 2733 hectares that has been reprioritised 252 hectares is currently subject 

to voluntary remediation. The process of survey, reprioritisation and voluntary 

remediation continues. 

Since 2001, some of the sites previously identified have been either partly or 

completely remediated as a consequence of the development process, regulated 

through the Town and Country Planning legislation and associated guidance, rather 

than Part IIA procedures. Given the drive to regenerate within North Lanarkshire, 

this process is likely to become increasingly important. 

In order to assist development and avoid the potential for blight associated 

with Part IIA procedures, North Lanarkshire Council has produced an information 

booklet on how to address the contaminated land issue when submitting planning or 

building warrant proposals. This booklet can found on www.northlan.nov.uk or 

obtained from the Pollution Control office. 
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Protected Locations 

The environment of North Lanarkshire is one which is largely man-made and varied 

in quality. The following environmental assets are contained within North 

Lanarkshire Council: 

0 

0 

7 Conservation Areas ( 3 in the North, 3 in Central and 1 in the South) 

20 Sites of Special Scientific Interest ( 10 in the North, 6 in Central and 4 in 

the South) 

4 Special Areas of Conservation (1 in the North, 1 in Central and 2 in the 

South) 

Over 360 Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation ( 129 in the North, 138 

in Central and 93 in the South) 

85 Tree Preservation Order Groups ( 39 in the North, 15 in Central and 32 in 

the South) 

0 

0 

Key Property Types 

The following historical property assets are retained within North Lanarkshire 

Council: 

0 29 Scheduled Ancient Monuments 

0 2 Scheduled Historic Landscapes 

0 390 Listed buildings 

North Lanarkshire Council in conjunction with other partner Councils and 

Historic Scotland are also proposing a World Heritage Site to cover development 

along the line or within the setting of the Antonine Wall. 

Key Water Resources/ Protection Issues 
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The Scottish Environment Protection Agency River has carried out formal River 

Classification of the main surface water features ion North Lanarkshire Council. The 

classification scheme relates to the chemical, biological, aesthetic and nutrient content 

of surface waters and grades them from A (good) to D (poor). In North Lanarkshire 

Council there are no rivers in A1 condition and only 1.6km classified as A2. The 

majority of classified rivers fall into category B (fair) while 41.6 km are considered to 

be in a poor condition. 10.3 km are classified as seriously polluted. 

The area does not include any aquifers designated as major sources of drinking 

water and has a very limited distribution of land considered as being highly 

vulnerable to groundwater pollution as defined by SEPA’s Groundwater vulnerability 

Map 
http://www.sepa.orn.uk/pdf/moundwater/tools/vulnerability.~df 

This situation is liable to change as the monitoring and management 

measures required by the Water Framework Directive are implemented by SEPA. 

SEPA are tasked with bringing about the core objectives of the Directive, namely, the 

achievement of ‘good’ status in all water bodies by 2015. Accordingly protection and 

improvement of the water environment from contaminated land and development will 

require liaison with SEPA and co-operation with upstream and downstream 

neighbouring authorities. 

The characteristics of North Lanarkshire Council affect the priorities of the 

strategy in the following way 

Priorities will centre on those urban areas where there is the largest 

concentration of receptors and the greatest evidence of historical 

contaminative uses 

Historical contaminative use will be prioritised using a risk based 

approach 

Priorities will tie into the broad policy framework of North Lanarkshire 

Council 

The environmental characteristics of North Lanarkshire Council are 

captured by our GIS model in the classification of surface water features 

and the inclusion of all locally and nationally important ecological sites. 

32 



North Lanarkshire Council Draft Review of the Contaminated Land Strategy January 2008-01-18 
C A p e m a n  

Overall Aims, Obiectives and Timescales 

Aims: 

To inspect its area in accordance with the statutory guidance 

To continue to enhance, improve and update the methodology used to identify 

potentially contaminated sites in a strategic manner as required by the 

legislation 

To continue to prioritise the inspection of sites in an impartial manner based 

on (so far as reasonably practicable), robust, publicly available data sources 

To continue to provide an auditable path to prioritisation 

To continue to inspect sites in a cost effective manner, identifying, where 

reasonable, all previous work prior to undertaking any further investigation 

To maintain a database of all relevant data pertaining to potentially 

contaminated sites. 

To continue to work with relevant internal and external stakeholders to 

improve the understanding of Part IIA of the Environmental Protection Act 

1990 and how it interacts with the services they provide. 

To secure the remediation of contaminated land as defined under Part IIA of 

the Environmental Protection Act 1990. 

Objectives of the Contaminated Land Strategy 

The objectives of the Strategy document remain the same as original 

To inspect their area from time to time to identify contaminated land 

To determine whether a particular site meets the definitions of contaminated 

land as defined under Part IIA 

To establish responsibility and liability for remediation of contaminated land 

To ensure that appropriate remediation of contaminated land takes place 

To keep a public register detailing regulatory action as defined under Part IIA 
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The objectives of this review are: 

0 To recognise and incorporate recent legislative changes 

To update the original strategy document by providing greater detail of the 

approach being taken by North Lanarkshire Council when investigating 

potentially contaminated land sites based on past experiences. 

To inform neighbouring authorities, statutory and non statutory consultees of 

our intentions 

0 

Strategic Objectives 

The main objective set in 2001 related to the identification of locations within 

North Lanarkshire Council with the highest potential to be contaminated as defined 

under Part IIA. This has been achieved and some prioritisation of potential sites has 

been undertaken however work is ongoing to refine the assessment. 

As a result of the reprioritisation process, North Lanarkshire Council is 

building a list of locations where intrusive work may be required. The locations will 

be based on the potential seriousness of risk with priority on human health. 

The next major milestone of this project will be the initiation of a programme 

of prioritised site investigation, likely to involve intrusive works on publicly and 

privately owned sites - and is anticipated to begin in 2008 - 2009 
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Timescales 

2008 - 2009 

1. Prepare, consult and publish the reviewed Contaminated Land Strategy 

2. Completion of the review of internal procedures relating to the inspection and 

investigation of land suspected of falling within Part IIA including liaison with 

other appropriate Council Services. 

3. Detailed review, update and rerun of the Section 57 model and the Land Quality 

Management Database (to include identification and impact of legislative changes 

in relation to potentially radioactive sites) 

4. Prioritisation Gap Analysis on the rerun of the updated Section 57 Model. 

5. Development of requirements for site investigations 

6. Commence programme of site investigation 
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Procedures 

North Lanarkshire Council will continue to use our GIS Model and Land 

Quality Management Database as a means of driving the inspection process. Since the 

original strategy was published updated information in relation to source, pathway 

and receptors has been acquired and added to the database and considerable 

remediation and subsequent redevelopment has taken place through the planning 

framework. From time to time the Model can be rerun to take account of new 

legislation and directives that affect the priority scoring. At this time the process of 

inspection remains unchanged from the original strategy and is based on 

0 Identification of potentially contaminated sites using a rational, robust and 

efficient methodology based on the principles of risk assessment. 

This is achieved by adopting a transparent and auditable GIS based model and 

associated Land Quality Management Database 

Prioritisation of potentially contaminated land sites using a rational, robust and 

efficient methodology based on the principles of risk assessment. 

The methodology employed by the S57 model assesses significant harm where 

it is causing Human Health effects, the Ecological System effects, the Animal 

or Crop effects, the Building effects and where the water environment may be 

polluted. This may require some adjustment to incorporate sites that are 

potentially contaminated by radioactivity as a consequence of recent 

legislative changes and an appropriate update will be made to the 

Methodology statement. 

The Model uses up to date publicly available data to identify sources, 

pathways and receptors thus prioritising the locations categories through a 

series of risk ranking scores that scales potential risk according to the severity 

of source, efficiency of pathway and sensitivity of receptor. 

Full details of the methodology employed to achieve prioritisation can be 

obtained at the Pollution Control Section, North Lanarkshire Council, 453 

Main Street, Coatbridge. 

Undertaking a Phase 1 investigation of prioritised contaminated land sites 

involving desk studies, site walkover, collection of physical data (if 

0 
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appropriate) and development of Conceptual Site Model. The completion of 

this phase will involve a risk based assessment being undertaken to establish if 

it is likely that a contaminant is actually present and a receptor is actually or 

likely to be present and linked to the contaminant. 

Undertaking a Phase I1 investigation which is likely to involve staged ground 

investigation works and further refinement of the risk assessment and 

conceptual site model in a cost effective manner. These works require to be 

designed and planned around the Conceptual Site Model established by the 

risk assessment in Phase I. Upon completion of these ground investigations, 

risk assessment and evaluation on the evidence provided will identify what, if 

any, actions are necessary. 

Liaison with SEPA where there is pollution or likely pollution of the water 

environment if the site is likely to be determined a Special Site or is suspected 

of being radioactively contaminated. 

0 

0 

Remediation 

0 North Lanarkshire Council remains committed to working with all 

stakeholders during the investigation process to achieve remediation of land 

that is potentially contaminated. The Council will always seek voluntary 

remediation as a preferred course of action when dealing with sites that fall 

within the scope of Part IIA. 

Because of the urbanised pattern of historical contaminative uses, a number of 

potentially contaminated sites previously identified by the prioritisation 

methodology have undergone remediation as part of the planning framework, 

where either the applicant has ensured that the site is decontaminated prior to 

development or the developer complies with decontamination requirements as 

part of development. 

Because of the heightened awareness of the contaminated land regime and the 

implications of PAN 33 on development, it is anticipated that an increasing 

number of sites identified by the methodology employed will be remediated in 

this manner. 

0 
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Land which is not statutorily contaminated because of its current use may 

become so if either a pathway or new receptors are introduced as a 

consequence of development. North Lanarkshire Council must ensure that any 

development proposed on historically contaminated sites is ‘suitable for use’ 

on completion. To achieve this, close liaison between the Planning authority 

and the Pollution Control Section is essential. 

Pollution Control will seek to work closely with colleagues in Planning and 

Regeneration Services within North Lanarkshire Council to investigate and 

assess land proposed for future development to ensure that there is full 

transparency when engaging with proposed developers for these sites and that 

the liabilities of the Council are fully disclosed. 

Priorities 

The Council’s priorities when dealing with contaminated land are: 

To protect human health 

To protect the water environment 

To protect designated ecosystems 

To prevent damage to property 

To prevent further contamination of land 

To encourage voluntary remediation 

To encourage re-use of brownfield sites 

Notwithstanding the above priorities, there are certain situations that North 

Lanarkshire Council would propose appropriate to enhance the normal timescale for 

inspection and assessment. 

Critical or emergency situations requiring accelerated action under Part IIA. 

Where these situations arise, similar standards of investigation, assessment 

and monitoring will be undertaken, involving statutory consultees (as 

appropriate) and appointed technical advisors, as detailed previously albeit in 

an accelerated fashion. 
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Sites important for the implementation of major projects conforming to Council 

strategies and involving Council owned property. 

Where sites are identified for development through appropriate Council 

strategies and plans and are also considered as potentially contaminated land 

sites under the North Lanarkshire Council Contaminated Land Strategy, early 

prioritisation and subsequent inspection/ assessment works may be undertaken 

to progress these sites. 

Sites with past Council involvement 

Sites where North Lanarkshire Council (and our predecessors) may be the 

‘appropriate person’ as a consequence of previous historical contaminative use 

or through ownership (current and past) may be subject to early prioritisation 

and early inspection/ assessment 

Cross Boundary Sites 

0 Where suspected contaminative sites are identified within the Inspection 

Strategy and are partly contained within another unitary authority boundary, 

contact will be made with the appropriate authority to discuss the appropriate 

way to progress this site. 

Where another unitary authority approaches North Lanarkshire Council 

regarding a site or suspected site which partly intrudes into their boundaries, 

similar levels of discussion will be initiated to discuss the appropriate way 

forward. 

North Lanarkshire Council will follow the ‘suitable for use’ approach as described in 

the Statutory Guidance. The objectives of this are: 

0 To identify and remove unacceptable risks to human health and the 

environment 

To seek to bring damaged land back into beneficial use 0 
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To seek to ensure that the cost burdens faced by individuals, companies and 

society as a whole are proportionate, manageable and economically 

sustainable. 
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Information Management 

All information relating to studies and investigations undertaken by North 

Lanarkshire Council in relation to this strategy will be held in the Land Quality 

Management Database. This database is stored on a computer held within the 

Pollution Control Section of the Environmental Services Department and will have 

password security. 

The Land Quality Management Database is a bespoke database which forms a key 

element of the strategy and can store site inspection records, textual reports and 

photographs and all other site specific data. This information is backed up nightly. 

Public Registers 

North Lanarkshire Council is obliged to maintain a public register 

containing details prescribed in Schedule 4 of the Contaminated Land (Scotland) 

Regulations. 

This register will be available for inspection at the offices of the Pollution 

Control Section. 

Complaints and Requests for Information 

Complaints from members of the public, businesses and voluntary 

organisations will be logged and responded to in accordance with Environmental 

Services procedures. The Pollution Control Section works within IS0 900 1 Quality 

procedures and has a specified timescale for responding to any complaint. 

Requests for information under the Freedom of Information Act are addressed directly 

by a specified Freedom of Information officer, who coordinates and collates 

responses, within North Lanarkshire Council. 
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Liaison and Communication 

Liaison with Statutory Consultees 

North Lanarkshire Council recognises that effective interaction with SEPA is essential 

in securing successful implementation of Part IIA. Communication will occur as 

follows: 

0 Consultation with SEPA when reviewing the contaminated land strategy 

0 Obtaining relevant datasets from SEPA (as required) 

0 Liaising with SEPA in relation to special sites and sites potentially 

contaminated by radioactivity. 

Providing SEPA with the necessary information for inclusion in the state of 

contaminated land report 

Liaison with SEPA if pollution of the water environment is occurring or likely 

to occur. 

0 

0 

If North Lanarkshire Council identifies a potential Special Site, a written request will 

be made to SEPA for any supporting information. Information received will be 

reviewed, collated and added to the LQMD before further investigations are 

instigated. Liaison with SEPA will continue throughout this process and appropriate 

interaction will take place on a site-by-site basis. SEPA will be consulted 

immediately, in writing, prior to any designation of a Special Site. All requests to 

SEPA will be made using the appropriate COSLA forms as necessary. 

List of consultees 

Scottish Government 

0 Scottish Natural Heritage 

0 Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire 

0 Historic Scotland 

0 Food Standards Agency 

Consultation with Local Authorities 
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South Lanarkshire Council 

0 East Dunbartonshire Council 

Stirling Council 

Falkirk Council 

0 City of Glasgow Council 

0 West Lothian Council 

Non Statutory Consultees 

The Coal Authority 

0 Health and Safety Executive 

0 Lanarkshire Health Board 

0 Greater Glasgow Health Board 

All of the above parties, together with colleagues from Legal, Planning, Roads, Land 

Services and our consultants, Jacobs, were contacted as part of the review process, 

which took place over 2007 - 2008, and comments invited on the first draft issued in 

January 2008. Comments were received from the Food Standards Agency, SEPA, 

Legal Services and Jacobs. These have been incorporated in the finalised draft review 

of April 2008. 

Communication with Owners, Occupiers and others 

During the investigation into potential contaminated sites and certainly before 

any designation under Part IIA, North Lanarkshire Council will be required to 

establish who 

0 Is the landowner 

0 

0 

Is in occupation of all or part of the land: and 

Appears to be an ‘appropriate person (s)’ to bear responsibility or is liable for 

any remediation action that may be necessary 

The requirement to communicate throughout the investigation process from site 

identification to possible designation and remediation is seen as a key element in both 
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risk communication and effecting suitable remediation to land contamination issues. 

At as an early as stage as possible, the stakeholder group will be identified from 

within the local community and are likely to constitute landowners, regulatory bodies, 

Council members, community council members and members of the public. At all 

times, North Lanarkshire Council will undertake to communicate responsibly and 

accurately. 

The method of communication with interested parties will have regard to guidance 

contained within “Communicating Understanding of Contaminated Land Risks” 

published by Scottish and Northern Ireland Forum for Environmental research 

(SNIFFER). 
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Review Mechanisms 

From time to time, the contaminated land strategy and the subsequent outcome 

of the GIS Model and Land Quality Management Database and the prioritisation 

process will be reviewed. 

The Section 57 GIS model that is used to populate the Land Quality 

Management Database provides flexibility to add, update and augment data sets as 

they change or become superseded. North Lanarkshire Council intends to run this 

model within 2008 as part of the review to present the authority with understanding of 

the current position. This is necessary to permit the authority to inspect their area 

from time to time. 

Similar drivers for review include: 

0 Significant changes in land use 

Significant legislative changes 

0 

0 Information from the public 

Information from external bodies 

Following receipt of remediation information 

Unplanned events - major pollution incidents 

North Lanarkshire Council will formally review their Contaminated Land Strategy 

every 5 years provided there have been no significant changes that may instigate a 

review before that date. 

Each year North Lanarkshire Council will internally review their strategy to 

identify any potential gaps or procedural changes that require to be made to the 

document to make it relevant to current practice. 

Every 2 years North Lanarkshire Council will provide a published update of the 

progress made in relation to progress made under the Part IIA regime and make it 

available via the Council offices and through m.northlan.tzov.uk 
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Contacts 

The Pollution Control Team Leader, 

North Lanarkshire Council, 

453 Main Street, 

Coatbridge 

ML5 3RS 
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