
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

To: ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICEWS Subject: LOCAL AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE AND PROPOSED DESIGNATION OF 

AN AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
From: HEAD OF PROTECTIVE SERVICES AREA (AQMA) 

REPORT 

Date: 7 MAY 2008 Ref: CMlFM 

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1 To advise members on, and seek approval for the declaration of an Air Quality 
Management Area (AQMA) in North Lanarkshire, as detailed in the report. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 Members will recall the previous Committee Report dated 19 December 2007. This Report 
detailed that the Environment Act 1995 requires Scottish Local Authorities to regularly 
review air quality within their areas under a process known as Local Air Quality 
Management. 

2.2 Further to this Act, the Air Quality (Scotland) Regulations 2000 and Amendment 
Regulations 2002 prescribe air quality objectives for seven pollutants - Benzene, 1,3- 
Butadiene, Carbon Monoxide, Lead, Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2), Particulates (PMlo) and 
Sulphur Dioxide (SOn). Dates have also been set for compliance with the objectives. 

2.3 This process of Local Air Quality Management has been ongoing for a number of years 
now, and as time has progressed the objectives for the specific pollutants have become 
increasingly stringent. Continued monitoring in North Lanarkshire identified three areas of 
potential exceedance of the 201 0 Annual Mean objective for PMlo (particulate pollution) 
and this led to the declaration of three Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) in 
December 2005, in Whifflet Coatbridge, Chapelhall and Motherwell Town Centre. 

2.4 Further to the declaration of the three existing AQMAs, another area of potential 
exceedance of the 2010 Annual Mean PMlo objective has been identified at the Harthill 
monitoring station. As a result of this likely exceedance a Detailed Assessment was 
carried out in relation to PMlo in this area, the outcome of which verified that the 2010 
Annual Mean objective for PMlo will be exceeded. 

2.5 The Detailed Assessment was submitted to the Scottish Government and Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) for their consideration, and they have 
consequently instructed North Lanarkshire Council to designate an Air Quality 
Management Area (AQMA) for PMlo at the area of exceedance in North Lanarkshire 
(Harthill). 

2.6 Further details on Local Air Quality Management can be found in supplementary material 
provided within the Member’s Library. 



2.7 A public consultation exercise was conducted in relation to the proposed declaration of the 
Hirst Road, Harthill Air Quality Management Area (AQMA). This involved contacting 
statutory consultees as outlined in the guidance, as well as placing adverts in the local 
newspapers inviting comments/observations on the proposed Harthill AQMA. This 
consultation period has now ended and only one response was received. This response 
came from West Lothian Council’s Environmental Services Department, and requested 
information on any potential implications of the AQMA on the residents of West Lothian. 
Advice was duly given that there are no implications for the residents of West Lothian. 

3. SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 

3.1 The Local Air Quality Management process is one which is designed to achieve the 
continuous improvement of air quality within North Lanarkshire. It clearly demonstrates the 
Council’s commitment to ensuring better environmental conditions for the residents of 
North Lanarkshire. 

4. PROPOSALS / CONSIDERATIONS 

4.1 Air Quality monitoring results from the air quality monitoring equipment at Harthill has 
shown levels of PMlo that are likely to fail the 2010 Annual Mean National Air Quality 
Objective for this pollutant. As such, the designation of an Air Quality Management Area is 
proposed for this location. 

4.2 A copy of a descriptor of the area, a map outlining the area to be included within the 
proposed AQMA and the Order designating the area are attached to this report. A map 
will also be available in the Member’s Library. 

5. CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

5.1 This report has been discussed with the Development Control and Roads and 
Transportation sections, in relation to the potential impact the Harthill Air Quality 
Management Area may have on their sections. 

6. RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1 That members note the contents of this report. 

6.2 That members endorse the designation of the Harthill Air Quality Management Area within 
North Lanarkshire identified in this report. 

Crawford Morgan 
HEAD OF PROTECTIVE SERVICES 

11 April 2008 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Fiona Maguire, on (01236) 812457. 



Harthill AQMA Descriptor 

Boundary of AQMA runs adjacent to south side of M8 from 50m NE of Bankhead cottage 
heading west for 1.3km to 70m NW settlement at Arden Blair. 

Boundary then runs south for approx 250m to the southside of Hirst Road (B 7066). 

Boundary turns NE for approx 400m along Hirst Road. 

Boundary thens runs SE for approx 250m until it reaches track which runs NE and continues approx 
800m NE along southern perimeter of Tam’s Loup Quarry. 

Boundary then heads NE crossing Hirst Road encompassing Bankhead cottage to meet with starting 
point on southside of M8. 
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North Lanarkshire Council 

Order Designating an Air Quality Management Area 

Environment Act 1995 Part VI Section 83( 1) 

AQMA HIRST ROAD, HARTHILL 

North Lanarkshire Council exercising the powers conferred upon it by Section 83(1) of the 
Environment Act 1995, hereby makes the following Order : 

This Order may be citedkeferred to as the North Lanarkshire Council Air Quality Management Area - 
Hirst Road, Harthill, and shall come into effect on 23 June 2008. 

The area shown on the attached map in red is to be designated as the Hirst Road, Harthill Air 
Quality Management Area (the designated area). The designated area is also described in the 
attached schedule. 

This Area is designated in relation to a likely breach of the PMlo (annual mean) objective for 2010, as 
specified in the Air Quality (Scotland)(Amendment) Regulations 2002. 

This Order shall remain in force until it is varied or revoked by a subsequent Order. 

The Common Seal of North Lanarkshire Council was hereto affixed on ............. and signed in 
the presence oflon behalf of said Council. 

This . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Day.. . . . . . . . . . . ... of.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2008. 


