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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

Ref: EPTl00/60108-02-27 DT 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to advise the Committee of the decision of the Convenor 
and the Executive Director of Corporate Services to appoint a contractor to carry out a 
project that will address issues of traffic safety, traffic congestion and a lack of parking 
provision that exists at the Kirk ‘0’ Shotts Primary School. This will be done through the 
formation of a turning facility, incorporating a drop-off facility, a car park, and a new 
pathway link. 

1.2 The project is to be developed on an area to the west of the Kirk ‘0’ Shotts Primary 
School along School Road, as indicated on the attached plan. The development of the 
turning head and the car park, the main elements of the project which are located to the 
northern end of School Road, accounts for 0.27ha of the overall project area. This 
element requires the use of 0.07ha of Salsburgh Nature Park. 

1.3 The project will be implemented with funds both from North Lanarkshire Council’s Small 
Community Programme and the Scottish Government. The Council’s contribution of 
f 125,730.55 will be in addition to funds gained through the Sustrans initiative, totalling 
f78,OOO. This amount has been agreed to be paid subject to Council commitment to 
implement the delivery of the project. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 Kirk ‘0’ Shotts primary school serves the village of Salsburgh and the surrounding area, 
and there are currently 76 children enrolled. In addition the school also houses a nursery 
for local children and this adds to the numbers of vehicles who access the site. 

2.2 The main school building itself is of traditional nature and constructed in stone, it has 
existed at its location since the early 19OO’s, and has always been served by School 
Road, which accesses onto the 87066. This road is presently unable to cater for the 
large number of vehicles using it, particularly at peak times of the mornings and 
afternoons, primarily due to its width, and lack of turning facility. An under provision of 
parking facilities has resulted in vehicles parking inappropriately at the roadside, creating 
traffic safety issues. 

2.3 Both local community groups (Salsburgh Community Council and Smarter Salsburgh) 
have specifically identified this location for improvement and consider it to be a priority 
area for investment in Salsburgh. The safety of the children is considered to be at risk 



due to vehicles parking inappropriately and in some cases across the busy 87066 on 
Manse Road. 

2.4 

2.5 

The school is located adjacent to Salsburgh Nature Park, which was established 15 
years ago by Central Scotland Forest Trust (CSFT), and was opened by the late Labour 
leader Rt Hon. John Smith MP in 1991, with a prescriptive management plan being 
prepared for 1991 to 1996. This was part of a CSFT initiative to form nature parks at 
various locations in North Lanarkshire. Unfortunately interest by the local community in 
the site substantially waned. The site was transferred into the control of North 
Lanarkshire Council in 2000 and is presently only the subject of minimal maintenance. 

The original design of the nature park included a pond area, over time this has become 
overgrown, though it still has a variety of water and waterside plants in existence, and is 
home for many newts, both Common and Palmate. Wet ground close to the pond also 
attracts snipe and reed bunting (types of birds). This part of the nature park is 
considered the most valuable habitat and an important resource for nature conservation. 

3. THE PROJECT 

3.1 

3.2 

3.3 

3.4 

3.5 

The Council’s design services were appointed to undertaken the design and 
management of the project to form turning facility and car parking area. They were 
chosen due the requirement to achieve an effective engineering solution within a 
problem site. The finalised design is one that has evolved over a lengthy period of time, 
after various options were considered and is regarded as causing minimal disturbance to 
the adjacent nature park. 

In formulating the finalised scheme, the designers have had to deal with complex and 
competing issues including those of nature conservation, road design standards and 
tight site boundaries, in-order to achieve an effective working solution. There was 
substantial consultation with the local communities throughout the process, enabling 
appropriate engagement. 

The finalised design has ensured the protection of the pond and its wildlife. While works 
are required in close proximity to this location, all precautions have been taken within 
writing contract documents to ensure this habitat is preserved. In order to work 
effectively the scheme requires slight loss of area to the nature park. While regrettable it 
is required for the purposes of accommodating turning circle, and road widening. 

The main element of new works associated with the project, is the formation of the 
turning circle, incorporating a drop-off facility and the widening of School Road. In order 
to remove the present requirement for parking along School Road, additional parking 
provision will be provided for school staff and parents through forming a car park. This is 
to be located on piece of ground previously used as a section of the former A8, Glasgow 
to Edinburgh Road. The area has previously had problems with dumping, and the project 
should assist in resolving this by encouraging a positive view of the area by bring it back 
into effective use. For traffic safety reasons, the visibility at the junction of School Road 
and the B7066 will also be improved. 

To deliver on actions within the recently produced school travel plan developed by the 
traffic and transportation section of this service, a new, safe, bespoke cycle way will be 
formed, through up-grading an existing track linking the school to the village. This is a 
key element of the overall project, encourages and promotes sustainable and 
environmentally friendly travel choices for school-related trips, thereby encouraging 
longer-term alternative travel choices and reducing the volume of school-related 
vehicular trips and the associated concerns for congestion, road safety and health. The 
path will remove the requirement for children to travel along the busy B7066 and protect 



3.6 

3.7 

3.8 

them from traffic. It will also encourage parents to use alternate modes of travel to the 
school other than motor vehicles. The lit, surfaced cycle foot-way has been designed to 
an adoptable standard, to enable it to be used all year round. 

At the time of writing this project is the subject of a current planning application 
07/02042/FUL, which is expected to be determined under delegated procedures. Any 
agreed funding would of course be subject to planning permission being granted 

In addition to the hard element of the project, Conservation and Greening Section have 
received funding from Scottish Natural Heritage for local greenspace action to undertake 
rehabilitation work to the nature park. The aim is to achieve improvements to the site, 
coupled with a formalised maintenance regime. Enhancement works will include the 
introduction of an all weather surface path within the site, a regularly mown central grass 
area, pond clearing and formation of dipping platform with guard rail and improving views 
into the site. 

The overall advantages to the school of the project will be an improvement in road safety 
for the pupils, through the provision of measures including; a turning facility incorporating 
a drop-off facility, enabling a constant one directional flow of traffic, formation of a safe, 
designated parking area, improvements to visibility splays at the road junction of School 
Road and the B7066, creation of a new safer route to school for walking and cycling. 
Moreover it will provide the opportunity for the recently designated Eco-school to use a 
valuable environmental resource within close proximity of the site for environmental 
curriculum studies and Eco-school advancement. 

4. PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION 

4.1 The following experienced contractors have been invited to tender to undertake the 
works. 

0 Amey Roads North Lanarkshire 
Crummock (Scotland) Ltd 
Luddon Construction Ltd 
McLay Civil Engineering Ltd 
Newlay Civil Engineering 

0 W.J. Harte Construction Ltd 

4.2 Following receipt of tender documents on Wednesday 30th January, appropriate 
assessments were undertaken of all submissions by design services. Newlay Civil 
Engineering, have proven themselves to provide the best value to undertake the works 
and providing the cheapest quote of f203,730.55. 

5. CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

5.1 The result of implementing the project will enable the corporate aim of improving the 
quality of the environment and improving access to greenspace. The project also acts as 
a delivery mechanism for other corporate documents such as the, Public Access 
Strategy. 

5.2 The promotion and implementation of school travel plans, and the implementation of the 
improvement measures that are identified through them, will continue to be developed in 
consultation and liaison between Environmental Services and Learning and Leisure 
Services. 



5.3 There are financial implications associated with project delivery, in regards to appointing 
a contractor to undertake the proposed works. This cost will be met by the Planning 
Service through the Small Communities budget line, totalling f 125,730.55. This is in 
addition to the funding of f 78,000, secured by the council from the Scottish Government 
through the Sustrans initiative. 

5.4 There is an element of landscaping works associated with the project, which will require 
to be maintained by grounds maintenance. This area, located to the west of the car park, 
at a size of 1060 sq m. is to be grasses, with an expected low maintenance regime. The 
area presently hardstanding, associated with the former A8, Glasgow to Edinburgh 
Road. 

6. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 The implementation of walking and cycling improvements at schools, as part of the 
school travel plan process, is consistent with council and government policies to promote 
and encourage more sustainable travel patterns, by encouraging parents to allow 
children to walk and cycle to and from school and so reduce car dependency, as well as 
supporting various health initiatives. It also ties in with the aims of the Active Schools 
programme. 

6.2 The scheme will assist the Council in meeting its obligations under the Road Traffic 
Reduction Act. 

6.3 The project also has social and health benefits, through its contribution towards securing 
a better quality life for the parents and pupils who make the daily journey to the school. It 
also assists in the creation of well-connected communities, and provides accessibility to 
a valuable open space community resource. 

7. RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is recommended that the Committee: 

a) Acknowledge the benefits of the project to the pupil and staff of the school. 

b) Authorise the expenditure of f 125,730.55 for the implementation of the project, subject 
to planning permission being granted. 

c) Note the actions of the Convener and the Executive Director of Corporate Services to 
invite Newlay,Civil Engineering (identified in section 3) to undertake the works. 

PATRICK KELL b-J 
Head of Planning & Development 
27th February 2008 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Derek Taylor (Sustainable Development Team Planning Officer) on 01236 61 81 34. 



Location Plan for the Formation of Turning Facility, Car Park and Cyclepath at Kirk ‘0’ Shotts 
Primary School, Salsburgh, Location Plan. 

Spoil Tip 



Proposed Site Layout for the Formation of Turning Facility, Car Park and Cyclepath at Kirk ‘0’ 
Shotts Primary School, Salsburgh, Location Plan. 


