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1. INTRODUCTION 

Subject: SCHOOL TUCK SHOPS 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to advise members on the down turn on school tuck 
shop income and the reduction of tuck shops operated by Catering Services. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 Historically, the traditional school tuck shop was run by each individual school involving a 
mixture of teaching staff, clerical staff and janitorial staff. Any profit made was retained for 
school funds. In general the items on offer were crisps, sweets and soft drinks. In some 
schools the Catering Staff offered a mid morning service selling home-baking, fresh fruit 
and snack items. 

2.2 In order to generate additional income and with the approval of the then Department of 
Education, Catering Services carried out a marketing campaign including every school in 
North Lanarkshire. The object of the campaign was for Catering Services to take over 
and operate the school tuck shops on a partnership basis with each school. The benefits 
to the school were that it freed up the time of teaching, clerical and janitorial resources but 
also gave a shared profit contribution to the school funds. Catering Services offered the 
pupils a wider choice of items, including healthier choices. In addition Catering Services 
generated income, all of which was invested back into the School Meal service to help 
achieve financial targets. 

3. CURRENT POSITION 

3.1 In recent years, the impetus for improving the Diet and Nutrition of pupils through healthy 
school meals has grown at a rapid pace. The introduction of Hungry for Success has not 
only changed the nutritional content of the meals at lunch time but also has impacted on 
what can be sold over the counter at other times of the school day i.e. no crisps, 
confectionery, fizzy drinks etc. 

3.2 There has also been the recent introduction of the Schools (Health Promotion and 
Nutrition) (Scotland) Act which has been specific in the nutritional content of snacks and 
drinks available outwith lunch time. 



3.3 In addition to Hungry for Success and the new Act, all schools in North Lanarkshire have 
been attaining Health Promotion school status which has also raised the awareness of 
pupils to the benefits of a healthy lifestyle. 

3.4 Therefore, the result has been the withdrawal of unhealthy snacks and drinks in tuck 
shops. Pupils are spending less and as a result where tuck shops are not viable to be 
operated by Catering Services, schools have been advised that the operation of the tuck 
shop would have to return to the school or for the school provide to provide funding if they 
if they wished Catering Services to continue. The number of tuck shops in operation are 
59 in primary schools and 14 in secondary schools. 

4. FINANCIAL POSITION 

4.1 In the financial year 2006/07, the income generated was f207,181 in Primaries and 
f 21 1,229 in Secondaries. 

4.2 In the financial year 2007/08, the income generated was f120,863 in Primaries and 
f 158,428 in Secondaries. 

4.3 A combined reduction in income of f 139,119. 

5. CONCLUSION 

5.1 That members note the content of this report. 

GRAHAM PATRICK 
HEAD OF FACILITY SUPPORT SERVICES 
Members seeking further information on the contents of this report should contact Graham Patrick 
On 0141 304 1804 


