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1 .O INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This report proposes the development of a baby garden in Cambusnethan cemetery, 
Wishaw to meet the needs of bereaved parents and improve the services on offer to the 
communities of North Lanarkshire. 

2.0 BACKGROUND 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

2.5 

Many years ago it was common practice to dispose of stillborn children and early years 
death in unmarked cemetery ground although full size lairs (family plots) were also used. 
More recently, alternative options have been available to the bereaved parents through 
the use of the baby section in Bothwellpark cemetery. 

Motherwell District Council, as a previous burial authority, developed the baby area in 
Bothwellpark cemetery due to the proximity of the local maternity hospital at North Road, 
Bells hi II . 

The area operates on the basis of the interment of a number of babies in a single lair. 
When a new lair is opened a set of locked lair covers is placed over the lair. These remain 
in place until the lair is full. When an interment is booked the lair cover is opened and the 
grave presented for the interment. While there may be a number of unrelated babies in 
the lair these are unseen to those attending the service. 

There has been an average of 25 interments per year in the baby area, 76% recorded as 
non viable foetus (NVF), that is, less than 24 week gestation and 24% recorded as 
stillborn. 

While it is recognised that setting aside a dedicated area for the interment of babies 
meets a need, there is evidence to indicate that the area fails to address the needs of 
some parents who have used the area. On a number of occasions the service has been 
approached with complaint that the bereaved were not informed their loved one was 
interred with others and that individual memorialisation could not take place on the lair. 
There is a single memorial in the centre of the area, however, some years ago an area to 
the side of the burial space, to accommodate the siting of small memorials and the 
placing of tributes, was created. Unfortunately, problems arise when the bereaved are not 



properly advised of the options available to them or they fail to fully understand the 
situation that is explained to them by hospital staff, the c:lergy and/or the funeral director. 

3.0 A NEW APPROACH 

3.1 The Bellshill maternity hospital closed some years ago and a new maternity unit opened 
within Nshaw General hospital. A meeting took place with the new maternity unit in 
November 2005 and a range of subjects were discussed including the problems for the 
bereaved with the Bothwellpark baby area. The cemeteries service suggested a new 
approach to the options available for the sensitive disposal of babies but wanted to 
consult all relevant stakeholders, however, little action to improve the situation resulted 
from the meeting and approaches were made again in October 2007. By that time the 
cemeteries service had reviewed the overall service to the bereaved in relation to babies 
and had developed ideas about the creation of a new baby garden within Cambusnethan 
cemetery . 

3.2 An appropriate area within Cambusnethan cemetery was selected. This process 
considered how best to create a sense of peace within the garden, be close but separate 
from existing and/or planned burial space and to limit the impact on existing plans to 
create burial space to satisfy future needs. 

3.3 The baby garden would be divided into a number of areas. One area will provide 
individual burial space for 2 baby coffins and provide space for a memorial at the head of 
the lair. Another area would provide individual burial space for the interment of a NVF but 
without space for memorialisation. A central feature of the garden would be the creation 
of a walled space upon which memorial plaques could be attached to memorialise the lost 
baby. 

3.4 A consultation process was undertaken with funeral directors, NHS representatives 
covering midwifery, gynaecology and clinical nursing specialisms, clergy attached to the 
hospitals, the Miscarriage Association, Stillbirth and Neonatal Death Society (SANDS) 
and South Lanarkshire Council bereavement services staff. This took place over the 
winter and spring months and allowed final designs to be concluded. 

3.5 During the process discussions took place about the overall service provided to the 
bereaved who suffered baby death, including NVFs. Nationally, there is a drive to prevent 
NVFs being disposed as clinical waste usually through incineration. Further meetings 
have taken place between North and South Lanarkshire bereavement services and the 
NHS to explore further what can be done to improve the approach for the benefit of the 
wider community of Lanarkshire. 

4.0 IMPLEMENTATION 

4.1 It is proposed that the baby garden be developed this financial year using funds identified 
during the capital funding process. 

4.2 It is proposed that the purchase of a baby lair would be E175 to a resident, which is 
proportionate to the cost of an adult lair currently charged at f357, and f350 to a non 
resident. The interment would not be chargeable which is in line with existing charging 
policy where under 16 year olds are interred free of charge. 



5.0 

4.3 

4.4 

4.5 

4.6 

It is proposed that the purchase of a communal plot for the disposal of a single NVF 
would be f 50 for a resident and f 100 for a non resident 

It is proposed that arrangements be made with memor a;  masons to provide an engraved 
plaque service, including fitting to the memorial wa' . It is envisaged that this would 
operate in the same manner as the purchase and erec 'ion of a memorial stone. The cost 
of a permit to fit the plaque to be set equivalent to the cost of preparing a memorial 
foundation, currently f79. These plaques would be a standard size large enough to 
accommodate the baby name and date of death and be easily read. Requests to have 
double or more spaces provided to allow more detailed engravings will be considered as 
and when the need arises. 

An opportunity to site a sculpture or feature exists within the wall area and it is proposed 
that sponsorship be explored to secure this enhancement. 

Addition to the management rules will be made to allow effective management of the area 
and be available to all. The consultation process identified that the area should be for 
babies and that this should be interpreted as up to 5 years old. 

RECOMMENDATION 

5.1 That committee approve the approach outlined in this report and agree the fees and 
charges applicable. 

KENNETH WILSON 
HEAD OF LAND SERVICES 
Members seeking further information on this report, please contact Kenneth Wilson, Head of Land 
Services (0141 304 1846). 


