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1. 

2. 

3. 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to gain approval from Committee for the North 
Lanarkshire Lighting Strategy and seek support for the ongoing implementation of the 
document. 

2.1 Lighting is considered to be an integral part of defining the character of an area and 
an important component in achieving a high quality environment. It can significantly 
contribute to the regeneration of town centres and local communities by creating a 
sense of place, reinforcing architectural assets and improving security and access. 

2.2 Not only does lighting make a building or location more attractive, it can make an area 
welcoming and vibrant. It can enhance quality of life through enhancing the 
environment but also through reducing crime and the perception of safety. Lighting 
encourages use within specific places and makes areas more accessible. These are 
crucial elements of a healthy and inclusive environment. 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE LIGHTING STRATEGY 

3.1 The Lighting Strategy provides an opportunity to create a distinctive, high quality and 
cohesive lit identity for North Lanarkshire. This identity will reinforce and compliment 
the extensive regeneration efforts currently being made by a number of Council 
Services. In creating an interesting and vibrant place, high quality lighting can 
promote the positive achievements made by the Council and its partners in 
regeneration and can contribute to this drive for change which is increasingly making 
North Lanarkshire a place to live, visit and invest. 

3.2 The main aim of the Strategy is to promote the benefits of architectural lighting and 
guide the lighting of buildings, spaces and landmark features. The document 
identifies themes and priorities for lighting which will aid in the identification of 
buildings/structures and locations for lighting treatments. 
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5. 

3.3 

3.4 

3.5 

3.6 

In preparing the Strategy, appraisals of the town centres and wider areas were 
carried out which has highlighted many opportunities (not exhaustive). The Strategy 
does not recommend that all the opportunities identified are lit as it does not 
encourage the over use of lighting however it has been developed to offer flexibility 
and to generate interest and innovation. It is not a list of projects but aims to provide 
guidance and direction to shaping the evening environment. 

The vision of the Strategy is that lighting should generate a ‘safe, vibrant and high 
qualify elegant evening scene that promotes the area and showcases the merits and 
diversity found in its communities, landscapes and built form: It is the ambition of the 
Strategy that areas of differing scale and character will be lit distinctively creating 
safe, vibrant and enjoyable environments. 

Importantly, the Strategy sets out an approach for evaluating projects to ensure that 
lighting schemes deliver the lighting vision and that they are of a high quality and high 
technical standard. The Strategy is accompanied by design guidance and technical 
guidelines. 

In preparing the Strategy, the Council implemented three pilot lighting projects. The 
pilot projects involved lighting up Cardinal Newman High School, Bellshill, Kilsyth 
Academy and The Big Heids on the M8. The pilot projects have been very successful 
and have demonstrated the positive impact that architectural lighting can have on 
promoting individual buildings/structures and also contributing to the image and 
identity of a location. 

CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

5.1 

5.2 

5.3 

The Strategy has been prepared to have an influencing role by setting out the context 
for good lighting initiatives and by establishing architectural lighting guidance. 
However, the full implementation of the vision and aims of the Strategy through 
lighting priority buildings and spaces will require financial support. Funding for 
lighting projects will need to be considered for individual schemes. 

The Strategy provides opportunities to secure external funding from a range of 
funding sources including the Scottish Arts Council and the Heritage Lottery Fund. An 
important feature of the Strategy is the scope for working in partnership with the 
private sector to secure lighting on new developments that contribute to the wider 
built environment and community. The Strategy also encourages partnerships with 
local community groups. 

The outcomes of the lighting strategy would support the significant investment that is 
currently being made in town centres and would reinforce the Open Space Strategy, 
Conservation Area Appraisals, the Street Lighting Programme and area wide 
regeneration initiatives such as the Kelvin Valley Action Plan. 

6. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 There will be an increase in the use of energy however there are opportunities to use 
renewable energy sources and maximise existing lighting schemes. 



The Lighting Strategy also recommends that out of date lighting schemes are 
reviewed and old technologies are replaced by low energy solutions. 
This has the potential of addressing the balance between current energy use and 
future use through new lighting installations. The benefits of lighting contribute to the 
overall sustainability of town centres and communities by improving safety, reinforcing 
sense of place and making locations more attractive for businesses and visitors. 

7. RECOMMENDATIONS 

7.1 It is recommended that Committee approve the North Lanarkshire Lighting Strategy 
and support is ongoing implementation. 

PATRICK J. KELLY 
HEADOFPLANNINGANDDEVELOPMENT 
Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Lyndsay Noble on 01236 616242. 
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Copies of the North Lanarkshire Lighting Strategy will be placed in the Elected Members Lounge. 


