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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1 . I  This purpose of this report is to inform the Committee that the Antonine Wall has become 
a World Heritage Site and seek ongoing support for the implementation of the Antonine 
Wall Management Plan. 

CONTEXT 

2.1 

2.2 

The Antonine Wall was the frontier built by the Roman army in the years following AD 140 
on the Orders of the Emperor Antoninus Pius. The Wall stretches 37 miles (40 Roman 
Miles 60K) across central Scotland from Bo’ness on the Forth to Old Kilpatrick on the 
Clyde. It comprises a turf rampart fronted by a wide and deep ditch. Forts and Fortlets 
linked by a road (the Military Way) provided accommodation for the troops based on the 
Wall as well as points where the Wall could be crossed. The Wall was only occupied for 
20 years from 140 AD to 160 AD. Approximately two-thirds of the Wall survives today. 
The remainder has been lost under housing, industry and road infrastructure. The 
Antonine Wall is in multiple ownership. Four miles of the Wall and four forts are in the 
care of the Scottish Ministers and looked after by Historic Scotland. Substantial sections 
of the Antonine Wall are already protected by their schedule Ancient Monument status. 

In 2003 the Government announced its intention to recognise the Antonine Wall as one of 
the World’s most significant historical structures through a nomination for World Heritage 
Status to the United Nations Education, Science and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO). In 
response, Historic Scotland established a partnership comprising North Lanarkshire 
Council, 4 other local authorities (West and East Dunbartonshire, Glasgow city and 
Falkirk), The Royal Commission of Ancient and Historic Monuments Scotland and West of 
Scotland Archaeology Service to prepare the nomination documentation. In January 
2007, the nomination document was submitted to UNESCO. Following a lengthy 
nomination process, on 8 July the World Heritage Committee meeting in Quebec 
approved the Antonine Wall as a World Heritage site and it became part of the Frontiers of 
the Roman Empire World Heritage Site alongside Hadrian’s Wall and the German Limes. 

ANTONINE WALL WORLD HERITAGE SITE 

3.1 The legal status of the Wall does not change with the new designation but it represents a 
high accolade, providing international recognition. A World Heritage Site can bring 



significant social, cultural, economic and environmental benefits to Scotland and local 
areas. A management plan steering group has been set up to ensure that the Antonine 
Wall is protected, promoted and where appropriate enhanced. North Lanarkshire Council 
are represented on this group and will play an active role in managing the World Heritage 
Site which will ensure that North Lanarkshire can benefit from the international cultural 
asset. 

3.2 The 5 local authorities along the stretch of the Antonine Wall have an essential role to play 
in the long-term promotion and management of the World Heritage Site. The 
Management Plan will address traditional issues of protection and enhancement but 
importantly will also consider social, cultural and tourism issues including facilities, access, 
education and interpretation. The Plan will be delivered in partnership with Historic 
Scotland and other relevant partners such as landowners, statutory consultees, amenity 
societies and local communities. 

3.3 There are two significant and important points along the Wall within North Lanarkshire. 
The fort at Croy Hill is not visible however the Wall ditch has survived well and there are 
two beacon platforms on the west side of the hill. There is also a well-preserved section 
of the Wall ditch that exists half a mile east of Dullatur. Through the Local Plan and the 
Antonine Wall Management Plan these areas will be protected, promoted and where 
appropriate enhanced. 

3.4 The designation will significantly promote Scotland's cultural heritage, supporting our 
tourism industry. The designation establishes a national commitment to the Wall 
highlighting the need to maintain and improve Scotland's natural and cultural resources. 

4. CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

4.1 World Heritage Status will ensure that as an international cultural asset, the Antonine Wall 
remains in good condition and is widely promoted, giving it world-wide recognition. The 
designation will support the objectives of the Lanarkshire Tourism Strategy and North 
Lanarkshire's Economic Regeneration Framework. It will have a positive contribution to 
delivering components of the Kelvin Valley Action Plan. The Wall can be promoted as a 
significant landmark within North Lanarkshire, raising the profile of the area's 
environmental and cultural qualities. 

4.2 The new North Lanarkshire Local Plan will provide a robust policy framework for the 
Antonine Wall and its important setting. The Local Plan can establish a statutory context 
for the conservation and enhancement of the Wall and its associated Management Plan. 

4.3 The designation does not have direct financial implications. The designation potentially 
provides the opportunity for related development and promotion initiatives involving a 
number of partners. This may require allocating resources in order to encourage 
partnership investment in the Kelvin Valley area which will need to be considered in time 
by the Environmental Services Committee. 

5. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 The Management Plan for the Antonine Wall will establish a framework for maximising the 
resource and will ensure that any investment and development is sustainable. The 
designation provides the opportunity for partnership working across central Scotland. 
Working in partnership will allow complementary activities to take place along the length of 
the Wall, which can be promoted strategically and enjoyed locally. 



. '  

6. RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1 It is recommended that Committee note the World Heritage Status of the Antonine Wall 
and support the ongoing implementation of the Antonine Wall Management Plan. It is also 
recommended that this report is referred for information to the Planning and 
Transportation Committee. 
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