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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to inform the Committee of the current position of the 
Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) for land to the rear of 7/45 Main Street and 1/19 
Russell Street, Wishaw and seek authorisation to offer servitude rights to owners affected 
by the CPO. 

2. CONTEXT 

2.1 The Planning and Environment Committee on 18 April 2007 gave authorisation to promote 
a Compulsory Purchase Order for the land to rear of 7/45 Main Street and 1/19 Russell 
Street, Wishaw. The land forms part of the Wishaw Back Court Improvement Initiative 
(phase 2) which has featured in the Wishaw Town Centre Action Plan since 2005. The 
Wishaw Town Centre Action Plan was approved by the Economic Regeneration 
Committee March 2005. 

2.2 The main aim of the back court improvement initiative is to bring 3 under used and 
partially derelict areas back into use by providing improvements to rear servicing, parking 
and landscaping. Phase one of the improvements has been implemented at an area 
adjacent to the car parking at Wishaw Library and Main Street. These works have 
significantly enhanced the environment, provided CCTV coverage and improved service 
arrangements for shops and businesses. 

2.3 A further but important role of the Back Court Initiative is to contribute to the wider 
regeneration objectives of the streetscape improvements and Northern By-pass project 
that is also contained within the approved Wishaw Town Centre Action Plan. The back 
courts will provide locations for parking and rear servicing when the Main Street becomes 
a more pedestrian focused environment. 

3. COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER 

3.1 The designs by Hypostyle Architects for Phase 2 and 3 of the Wishaw Back Court 
Improvement Initiative secured Listed Building Consent and Planning Permission in March 
2006. Phase 3 of the Initiative is land to the rear of Kirk Road and Stewarton Street. In 
order the implement the improvements at phase 2 the Council submitted the CPO to the 
Scottish Government in July 2008. Two objections were made to the CPO and a Public 
Inquiry was scheduled for 7 July 2008. The objections were identical and were made by 
GSC Properties Limited and Farmfoods Limited who operate from premises on Russell 
Street. 



4. 

3.2 In advance of the Inquiry, negotiations with the objectors were ongoing and a position has 
been found that satisfies the requests of the objectors and the requirements of the project 
to deliver the overall objectives. As a result, the Inquiry has been postponed in order to 
allow an agreed position to be found. Once a position has been resolved with the 
objectors the Scottish Government can then move to confirm the CPO and once this has 
taken place the project can be taken forward. There is also Japanese Knotweed present 
on the site which needs to be removed before the project is delivered however this is 
currently being treated. 

3.3 The objector’s main concerns with the project were over the ability to access and service 
their premises from the back court. A planning condition was attached to the planning 
permission that required the design be amended to allow full access and manoeuvrability 
within the site by an HGV vehicle. The revisions have now been carried out and the 
objectors are content with the proposals. 

3.4 As the main purpose of the project is to improve the serving arrangements for local 
businesses it has also been considered that offering servitude rights for access/egress 
and loading/unloading over a portion of the land subject to the CPO would be reasonable. 
It is further considered appropriate that the same servitude rights could be offered to other 
proprietors directly affected by the CPO. This would mean that the Council offers the 
same rights to those who wish them rather than granting a whole series of different 
servitude rights. The servitude right of access/egress proposed is highlighted on the 
attached plan. The servitude right for loading/unloading will be restricted to GSC 
Properties limited and their successors. This is also shown on the attached plan. 

CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

4.1 Once the Scottish Government has confirmed the CPO, the back court improvement 
scheme can be taken forward and meet the objectives of the approved Wishaw Town 
Centre Action Plan. This will significantly enhance an under used and partially derelict 
site providing improved rear serving arrangements, car parking and CCTV coverage. 

4.2 The costs of implementing the project and any associated compensation from the CPO 
will be met by the Wishaw Town Centre budget from Planning’s Capital Programme. 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 It is recommended that Committee note the current position of the Compulsory Purchase 
Order and agree that servitude rights can be offered to the affected owners once the CPO 
has been confirmed and the project implemented. It is also recommended that the 
Committee refer this report to the Policy and Resources (Property) Sub-committee for 
information. 
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