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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek Committee approval for financial support for the 
funding of a lighting project at Centenary and West End Parks, Airdrie. 

1.2 The project has been instigated by the Friends of Centenary and West End Parks, Airdrie. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 The Council encouraged the setting up of Friends groups within the six town parks 
identified within the authority. One of these groups is The Friends of Centenary and West 
End Parks. To date this group has managed to secure external funding in excess of 
f70,000 for projects which have included the very successful project to reinstate the 
Robert Hamilton Fountain within the West End Park and the recently completed play area 
in Centenary Park 

2.2 The Friends of Centenary and West End Parks identified the possibility of project to 
provide a spectacular lighting display to an avenue of trees within Centenary and West 
End Parks, Airdrie. 

2.3 The main A89 road from Glasgow to Newbridge, divides the two parks at Alexander 
Street, near to the Cenotaph in Ardrie. The roadway is lined on either side by a row of 
mature trees and it is intended to light these trees by attaching low voltage bright LED 
lights to the branches. 

2.4 The project was identified as a phased project. Phase one consists of lighting the 13 
trees in the avenue of trees within West End Park with over 20,000 lights. Subsequent 
phases consisted of lighting 14 trees in Centenary Park with a total of 18,000 lights. 

2.5 Working in partnership with Scotshield Ltd and North Lanarkshire Council, the Friends 
group has identified sufficient funding to cover the first phase of the project and this is 
identified in Appendix 1. It is hoped that this phase can be completed by Christmas 2008. 

2.6 Following discussions between the Friends Group and St Andrews Hospice it emerged 
that there could be an opportunity for the hospice to raise sponsorship on the back of this 
project. It is envisaged that an amount sufficient to cover the running costs of the hospice 
for a week could be raised by such methods. This could be an ongoing income 
generation for this charity. 



2.7 To maximise on the amount that the hospice could acb,ieve the friends group seek to have 
the remaining phase completed at the same time is that of phase 1 and to this end 
Environmental Services are in detailed discussions rith colleagues from Regeneration in 
order to identify funds to cover the costs of the rem ining phase. The amount required is 
summarised in Appendix 2. 

3. BENEFITS 

3.1 The West End Park celebrates its centenary in 2008. The project would provide a new 
attraction and spectacular entrance to Airdrie which local residents can identify with and 
which would encourage people intro the area. 

3.2 The project would give the Friends Group a platform to project the park and encourage 
more people to engage with the park and its varied facets. 

3.3 The project would provide an opportunity for the St Andrews Hospice to undertake a major 
fund raising exercise. 

4. RECOMMENDATION 

4.1 It is recommended that Committee agree with the proposals. 

KENNETH WILSON 
HEAD OF LAND SERVICES 
Members seeking further information on this report, please contact Kenneth Wilson, Head of Land 
Services (0141 304 1846). 



Funding sources 
Friends Contribution 
NLC parks 

3,000 
7,000 

Phase Two 

Remainder form Scotshield in kind 

I costs I 

11,150 
21.150 

Purchase of lights (7 sets) 8,351 
Installation 7,122 
Maintenance cost for first year 
Supply of pillar 1,207 
Connection to Scottish Power 1,150 

Funding sources 
Although the Friends Group are currently in 
the process of seeking additional external 
funding they have not as yet achieved this 
and therefore still have a short fall of f 17,795 

I Appendix 2 

1 17,795 


