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Motherwell, 17 December 2008 at 2 pm. 

A Meeting of the ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor McKenna, Convener; Councillor Grant, Vice-Convener; Provost Curley; Councillors Brooks, 
J. Coyle, Delaney, Goldie, Harmon, Higgins, Hogg, Logue, J. Love, Lyle, McCulloch, McKendrick, Maginnis, 
Murray, Nolan, Shevlin and Welsh. 

CHAIR 

Councillor McKenna (Convener) presided. 

IN AlTENDANCE 

The Chief Committee Services Manager, Corporate Services; Executive Director of Environmental Services; 
Head of Planning and Development, Head of Protective Services, Head of Facility Support Services, and Head 
of Roads and Transportation, Environmental Services, and Head of Financial Services, Finance and Customer 
Services. 

APOLOGIES 

Carrigan, M. Coyle, S. Coyle, Irvine, S. Love, McGlinchey, McShannon, McWilliams, Shaw and Smith. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN TERMS OF THE ETHICAL STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE ETC. 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 2000 

1. There were no declarations of interest received. 

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES - SERVICE PLAN 2009/2010 AND REVENUE BUDGET 2009/2010 

2. 

c 
There was submitted a joint report (docketed) dated 4 December 2008 by the Executive Directors of 
Environmental and Finance and Customer Services (1) submitting for consideration (a) the Service 
Plan for Environmental Services in respect of the period 2009/2010 as detailed in Appendix A to the 
report, and (b) the proposed Revenue Budget for Environmental Services in respect of the period 
2009/2010 as contained in Appendix B to the report; (2) indicating that the proposed budget for 
Environmental Services showed an increase of f3,259,000.00 and the reasons for that increase; (3) 
advising that the Service budgets would be consolidated to enable the Council to evaluate and 
consider the potential for growth in priority service areas prior to determining its overall spending 
plans and the Council Tax level for the following year, and (4) recommending that the Committee (a) 
approve the Service Plan for Environmental Services as contained in Appendix A to the report; (b) 
note that indicators and targets within the Single Outcome Agreement were currently being revised by 
Corporate Working Groups and therefore some targets were under review and may be subject to 
change; (c) note the levels of CSP movement increases in the Service Base Budget as set out in 
parts i and ii of Appendix B of the report; (d) agree the Service Base Budget as detailed in part iii of 
Appendix B of the report, subject to consideration of efficiency savings; (e) consider and make 
recommendations to the Policy and Resources Committee on efficiency savings from the Service 
Base Budget as detailed in part iv of Appendix B to the report; (f) note that any alterations to the 
Service Plan for Environmental Services required as a consequence of finalisation of the Council's 
budget would be brought to the attention of the Committee, and (9) otherwise note the contents of the 
report. 
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that the Committee, for its interest, approve the Service Plan for Environmental Services in 
respect of the financial year for 2009/2010 as contained within Appendix A to the joint report 
by the Executive Directors of Environmental Services and Finance and Customer Services; 

that it be noted that indicators and targets within the Single Outcome Agreement were 
currently being revised by Corporate Working Groups and, therefore, that some targets may 
be subject to change; 

that the level of CSP movements and increases affecting the Service Revenue Budget as set 
out in parts i and ii of Appendix B to the joint report by the Executive Directors of 
Environmental Services and Finance and Customer Services be noted; 

that the Committee, for its interest, agree the Service Base Budget as set out in part iii of 
Appendix B to the joint report by the Executive Directors of Environmental Services and 
Finance and Customer Services subject to consideration of efficiency savings; 

that the Committee, for its interest, approve the proposed efficiency savings as detailed in 
part iv of Appendix B to the joint report by the Executive Directors of Environmental Services 
and Finance and Customer Services and refer them to the Policy and Resources Committee 
for consideration; 

that it be noted that any alterations to the Service Plan for Environmental Services required as 
a consequence of finalisation of the Council's budget would be brought to the attention of the 
Committee, and 

that otherwise the contents of the report be noted. 

Decided: 

This paragraph will be dealt with by the Council at its special meeting dealing with the budget. 

QUARTERLY PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT EXCEPTIONS REPORT - QUARTER 2 - JULY TO 
SEPTEMBER 2008 - EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

3. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 December 2008 by the Executive Director of 
Environmental Services (1) informing Members of service performance within Quarter 2, July to 
September 2008; (2) detailing the background relative thereto; (3) summarising those areas in which 
performance has surpassed targets or required improvement, and (4) providing details of actions 
proposed to address performance. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

PROVISION OF STRAY DOG KENNELLING FACILITY 

4. There was submitted a report dated 17 December 2008 by the Head of Protective Services (1) 
outlining the current position of stray dog kennelling facilities by the Council; (2) advising that Section 
149 of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 placed a duty on local authorities to seize and detain 
stray dogs and, where the owner could not be traced or did not claim the dog, requiring the local 
authority to keep the dogs for at least seven days; (3) informing that the Council currently uplifts 500 
stray dogs every year with those dogs being placed within the Bothwellbridge Animal Welfare Centre 
which is operated by the Scottish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SSPCA); (4) 
intimating that the SSPCA had advised all local authorities that, due to increasing financial pressures, 
as from 1 June 2009, stray dogs from local authorities would no longer be accepted; (5) advising that 
the Council had invited all local authorities, together with the Strathclyde Police who utilised the facility 
at Bothwellbridge Animal Welfare Centre, to a meeting to discuss the options available for future 
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kennelling facilities; (6) intimating that an options appraisal exercise had been undertaken, between 
the Council, East Dunbartonshire Council and Strathclyde Police with a preferred option being 
identified of constructing a new shared kennelling facility; (7) proposing (a) that the Council enter into 
negotiations with East Dunbartonshire Council and Strathclyde Police to develop a proposal to build 
and operate a stray dog kennelling facility within North Lanarkshire, and (b) that the new facility would 
be constructed on a brownfield site, with any construction works to include remediation of 
contaminated land, and (8) further advising that agreement had been reached with SSPCA to 
continue with the provision- of the existing stray dog kennelling arrangements until 30 September 
2009. 

Decided: 

(1) that the outcome of the options appraisal undertaken in relation to the future provision of stray 
dog kennelling facilities be noted; 

(2) that the Head of Protective Services undertake formal negotiations with East Dunbartonshire 
Council and Strathclyde Police to pursue the construction and operation of a stray dog 
kennelling facility; 

that the Head of Protective Services submit a further report to a future meeting of the 
Committee (a) advising of the outcome of the negotiations, and (b) seeking permission to 
pursue the identified course of action, including specifying any preferred site for the kennels 
and detailing the building and running costs for the facility, and 

(3) 

(4) that the report be otherwise noted. 

PEST CONTROL REVIEW 

5. There was submitted a report dated 17 December 2008 (1) advising of the outcome of a review which 
had been undertaken of Pest Control Services; (2) detailing the background to the Pest Control 
Service provided by the Council; (3) informing that, throughout the year, the Service was augmented 
by a private contractor who responded to requests that exceeded the internal capacity which could be 
delivered by the Service; (4) stating that during the last three financial years external support costs of 
between f34,000 and f85,000 per year had been incurred; (5) outlining the content of the review and 
full options appraisal exercise that had been undertaken to determine the best method of providing 
the Service, and (6) proposing that a tender exercise be undertaken for the provision of dealing with 
excess pest control requests for the period from 1 April 2009 to 31 March 2012. 

Decided: 

(1) that a tender exercise be undertaken for the provision of excess pest control requests, and 

(2) that the outcome of the review of the Pest Control Service be otherwise noted. 

UNAUTHORISED SIGNAGE AND FLYPOSTING 

6. 

c 
There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 December 2008 by the Head of Protective 
Services (1) advising of receipt of a request from East Dunbartonshire Council to support a Motion 
calling for changes to legislation in relation to unauthorised signage and flyposting; (2) informing that, 
at its meeting held on 30 October 2008, East Dunbartonshire Council had passed a Motion which 
called on the Scottish Executive to consolidate existing legislation and for the provision of a single 
legislative remedy which would allow local authorities to deal with unauthorised signage and 
flyposting; (3) attaching in Appendix 1 to the report, a copy of the Motion adopted by East 
Dunbartonshire Council; (4) intimating that the issue of the removal of illegal signage was managed in 
terms of Sections 59 and 100 of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 and Section 187 of the Town and 
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Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997; (5) reporting that the Environmental Protection Team had 
removed in excess of 1,200 illegal signs in the past year, and (6) recommending that the Motion 
adopted by East Dunbartonshire Council regarding unauthorised signage and flyposting be supported. 

Decided: that it be recommended to the Council that the Motion passed in respect of 
unauthorised signage and flyposting by East Dunbartonshire Council at its meeting 
held on 30 October 2008 be supported. 

LAND SURPLUS TO REQUIREMENTS 

(1) LAND AT WOODBURN STREET, MOTHERWELL 

7. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 December 2008 by the Head of Land Services 
recommending that an area of land extending to 2,849 square metres, or thereby, at Woodburn 
Street, Motherwell, be declared surplus to operational requirements. 

Decided: 

(1) 

(2) 

that the area of land extending to 2,849 square metres, or thereby, at Woodburn Street, 
Motherwell be declared surplus to operational requirements, and 

that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources (Property) Sub-Committee for 
consideration. 

(2) LAND AT 28 CHARLOTTE STREET, SHOTTS 

8. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 December 2008 by the Head of Land Services 
recommending that an area of land extending to 595 square metres, or thereby, at 28 Charlotte 
Street, Shotts, be declared surplus to operational requirements. 

Decided: 

(1) that the area of land extending to 595 square metres, or thereby, at 28 Charlotte Street, 
Shotts be declared surplus to operational requirements, and 

(2) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources (Property) Sub-Committee for 
consideration. 

(3) LAND AT CASTLECARY ROAD, CUMBERNAULD 

9. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 December 2008 by the Head of Land Services 
recommending that an area of land extending to 2,225 square metres, or thereby, at Castlecary Road, 
Cumbernauld, be declared surplus to operational requirements. 

Decided: 

(1) that the area of land extending to 2,225 square metres, or thereby, at Castlecary Road, 
Cumbernauld be declared surplus to operational requirements, and 

(2) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources (Property) Sub-Committee for 
consideration. 
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STREET CLEANING SERVICES 

10. With reference to paragraph 10 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 25 August 
2008 there was submitted a report dated 17 December 2008 by the Head of Land Services (1) 
providing details of the transfer of the management of the Street Cleaning Function from Cleansing to 
Grounds Maintenance and Estates; (2) detailing the background relative thereto; (3) informing that a 
total of 195 frontline staff would be transferred to the Grounds Maintenance Section and Estates 
Section, and (4) proposing that (a) a post of Assistant Street Cleaning Manager at NLCIO be 
established, and (b) that the post of Land Improvement Officer at NLC8 grade be deleted from the 
establishment. 

Decided: 

(1) that subject to the approval of the Policy and Resources (Human Resources) Sub-Committee 
agree to (a) establish one post of Assistant Street Cleaning Manager at NLCIO grade, and (b) 
delete one post of Land Improvement Officer at NLC8 grade, 

(2) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources (Human Resources) Sub-Committee 
for approval, and 

(3) that the report be otherwise noted. 

REVIEW - TRADING STANDARDS ENFORCEMENT POLICY 

11. 

c 
With reference to paragraph 14 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 22 October 
2008 there was submitted a report dated 17 December 2008 by the Head of Protective Services (1) 
seeking approval of a revised enforcement policy for the trading standards service following a number 
of legislative changes; (2) detailing the background relative thereto, and (3) informing that copies of 
the revised enforcement policy and the guidance leaflet had been placed within the Members’ Library 
for information. 

Decided: that the revised Trading Standards Enforcement Policy be approved. 

REVENUE MONITORING REPORT - ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES - 1 APRIL TO 7 NOVEMBER 
2008 

12. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 December 2008 by the Executive Director of 
Environmental Services (1 ) advising on the overall financial position of the Environmental Services 
budget for 1 April to 7 November 2008, and (2) providing explanations of any significant variances to 
date and projected outturn. 

Decided: that the report be noted 

COMPOSITE CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2007/08 - MONITORING REPORT FOR THE PERIOD 
I APRIL TO 7 NOVEMBER 2008 

13. 

c 
There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 December 2008 by the Executive Director of 
Environmental Services (1) providing an update on the financial performance of the Environmental 
Services Capital Programme for the period from 1 April to 7 November 2008, and (2) containing 
details of adjustments and virements that, for the reasons detailed therein, were required. 
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Decided: 

(1) that the virement of f51,000 from Environmental Services to Learning and Leisure Services 
be approved; 

(2) that the previously approved virement of f60,000 from the Conservation and Greening of 
Brownsburn Access Project be reversed in 2009/2010 due to an unsuccessful application for 
match funding; 

(3) that the transfer of f49,161 from Town Centres to Capitalised Equipment to fund the IT 
equipment required for the implementation of e-planning be approved, and 

(4) that the report be otherwise noted. 

BUILDING CLEANING TRADING ACCOUNTS 

14. With reference to paragraph 26 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee on 22 October 2008, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 December 2008 by the Executive Director of 
Environmental Services advising of the trading position as recorded in the Building Cleaning Trading 
Accounts for the period from 1 April to 7 November 2008 and outlining the management action to 
control income and expenditure levels. 

Decided: 

(1) that the management action taken to address the various financial pressures, be noted, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

CATERING TRADING ACCOUNTS 

15. With reference to paragraph 22 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee on 22 October 2008, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 December 2008 by the Executive Director of 
Environmental Services advising of the trading position as recorded in the Catering Trading Accounts 
for the period from 1 April to 7 November 2008 and outlining the management action to control 
income and expenditure levels. 

Decided: 

(1) that the management action taken to address the various financial pressures, be noted, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

CLEANSING TRADING ACCOUNTS 

16. With reference to paragraph 22 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee on 22 October 2008, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 December 2008 by the Executive Director of 
Environmental Services advising of the trading position as recorded in the Cleansing Trading 
Accounts for the period from 1 April to 7 November 2008 and outlining the management action to 
control income and expenditure levels. 
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Decided: 

(1) that the management action taken to address the various financial pressures, be noted, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

PARKS SERVICE TRADING ACCOUNTS 

17. With reference to paragraph 24 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee on 22 October 2008, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 December 2008 by the Executive Director of 
Environmental Services advising of the trading position as recorded in the Parks Service Trading 
Accounts for the period from 1 April to 7 November 2008 and outlining the management action to 
control income and expenditure levels. 

Decided: 

(1) 

(2) 

that the management action taken to address the various financial pressures, be noted, and 

that the report be otherwise noted. 

TRANSPORT SERVICE TRADING ACCOUNTS 

18. With reference to paragraph 25 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee on 22 October 2008, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 December 2008 by the Executive Director of 
Environmental Services advising of the trading position as recorded in the Transport Service Trading 
Accounts for the period from 1 April to 7 November 2008 and outlining the management action to 
control income and expenditure levels. 

Decided: 

(1) that the management action taken to address the various financial pressures, be noted, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

MOTHERWELL TOWN CENTRE IMPROVEMENT PHASE 1 

(1) APPOINTMENT OF CONSULTANTS 

19. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 December 2008 by the Head of Planning and 
Development (1) advising of changes to the prioritisation of phases for the Motherwell Town Centre 
Improvement Project; (2) detailing the background relative thereto; (3) proposing that the first phase of 
streetscape improvements be focussed on Merry Street and Garrion Square with the detailed design 
being progressed as a matter of urgency; (4) informing that the proposal to upgrade the quality and 
appearance of Merry Street and Garrion Square included natural stone paving, soft landscaping, tree 
planting, the refurbishment of the "Motherwell Tree", public art and feature lighting would also be 
considered within the design; (5) reporting that TGP Landscape Architects had originally been 
awarded the contract for the detail design, procurement and supervision of streetscape improvements 
on BrandonNVindmillhill Street, and that a fee proposal of f139,807 had been submitted for Merry 
StreeUGarrion Square, and (6) informing that following consultation with the Convener and the 
Executive Director of Corporate Services, TGP Landscape Architects were appointed to undertake the 
design, procurement and supervision of the revised first phase of streetscape improvements in 
Motherwell town centre in the sum of f139,807. 
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Decided: 

(1) that phase 1 of the Motherwell Town Centre Improvement Scheme comprise the public realm 
improvement works at Merry Street and Garrion Square, Motherwell, and 

(2) that the action taken by the Executive Director of Corporate Services, following consultation 
with the Convener, in appointing TGP Landscape Architects to undertake the design, 
procurement and supervision of environmental improvements along Merry Street and Garrion 
Square, Motherwell in the sum of f 139,807 be noted. 

(2) EXTENSION OF CONSULTANTS COMMISSION 

20. There was submitted a report dated 17 December 2008 by the Head of Planning and Development (1) 
seeking authority to negotiate an extension of the commission awarded to TGP Landscape Architects, 
to enable public realm improvement along Pollock Street to be included in the first phase of 
Motherwell town centre improvements; (2) detailing the background relative thereto, and (3) proposing 
that TGP Landscape Architects' commission be extended to enable improvements in Pollock Street to 
be delivered in the same phase as the proposed Merry Street and Garrion Square enhancements. 

Decided: that the Head of Planning and Development enter into negotiations to extend TGP 
Landscape Architect's commission to include the preparation of detailed design, cost 
checks and tender documentation and contract administration for public realm 
improvements in Pollock Street, Motherwell. 

VEHICLE REPLACEMENT PROGRAMME 2008/09 

21. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 December 2008 by the Executive Director of 
Environmental Services (1) providing details of tenders received for the acquisition of 54 vehicles for 
the Vehicle Replacement Programme and with an additional vehicle requirement for Cleansing 
Services; (2) intimating that, of those vehicles, 45 would replace existing leases that were due to 
expire, four replace owned vehicles and five be additional vehicles, and (3) advising that the 
Executive Director of Corporate Services, following consultation with the Convener, had accepted the 
offers for the contract as detailed within the report. 

Decided: that the action taken by the Executive Director of Corporate Services, following 
consultation with the Convener, in accepting the offers as detailed in the report be 
noted. 

REPLACEMENT OF TRANSPORT DEPOT FUEL STORAGE TANKS 

22. There was submitted a report dated 17 December 2008 by the Head of Design Services advised (1) 
that the lowest tender received for the replacement of fuel storage tanks at the Transport Depot, 
Bellshill, was, after checking, that of Caley Construction in the sum of f218,759.99, and (2) advising 
that the Executive Director of Corporate Services, following consultation with the Convener, was 
progressing the tender acceptance in terms of his delegated powers. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 
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APPOINTMENT OF CONTRACTOR - ANDERSON STREETNELLWYND PAVING SCHEME, 
AlRDRlE TOWN CENTRE 

23. There was submitted a report dated 17 December 2008 by the Head of Planning and Development (1) 
providing details of tenders received for paving works in Anderson Street and Wellwynd in Airdrie 
Town Centre, and (2) advising that the Executive Director of Corporate Services, following 
consultation with the Convener, had accepted the lowest offer, being that received from JRB 
Construction Limited in the sum of f203,318.10. 

Decided: that the action taken by the Executive Director of Corporate Services, following 
consultation with the Convener, in accepting the lowest offer, for paving works in 
Anderson Street and Wellwynd in Airdrie Town Centre, Airdrie, being that received 
from JRB Construction Limited in the sum of f203,318.10, be noted. 

REMITS FROM THE LEARNING AND LEISURE SERVICES COMMITTEE HELD ON 16 DECEMBER 
2008 

(1) OUTCOME OF TENDERING PROCESS FORTHE CONSTRUCTION OF A PLAY AREA AT 
PALACERIGG COUNTRY PARK, CUMBERNAULD 

24. With reference to paragraph 30 of the Minute of the meeting of the Learning and Leisure Services 
Committee held on 16 December 2008, there was submitted a report dated 31 October 2008 by the 
Head of Community information and Learning (1) providing details of tenders received for the 
construction of a play area at Palacerigg Country Park, Cumbernauld; (2) advising that the Executive 
Director of Corporate Services, following consultation with the Convener, had accepted the lowest 
offer, being that received from Landscape and Contracts Limited in the sum of f190,535.88, and (3) 
referring the report to this Committee for information. 

Decided: that the report be noted 

(2) APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 2008109 PARKS AND AMENITIES 

25. With reference to paragraph 21 of the Minute of the meeting of the Learning and Leisure Services 
Committee held on 16 December 2008, there was submitted a report dated 14 November 2008 by the 
Executive Director of Learning and Leisure Services (1) advising of requests for financial assistance 
submitted by, respectively, the Friends of Kelvin Valley Park, and the Forth and Clyde Canal Society 
(Gypsy Princess); (2) recommending the approval of grant funding to the Friends of Kelvin Valley Park 
in the sum of f1,000 and the Forth and Clyde Canal Society in the sum of f1,500; (3) advising of the 
transfer of financial allocations of f7,084 to Environmental Services and f 1,500 to Grants to Voluntary 
Organisations (Learning and Leisure Services), and (4) referring the report to this Committee for 
information. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

REMIT FROM PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE HELD ON 11 DECEMBER 2008 - 
ADAPTING OUR WAYS: MANAGING SCOTLAND'S CLIMATE RISK - CONSULTATION RESPONSE 

26. With reference to paragraph 5 of the Minute of the meeting of the Planning and Transportation 
Committee held on 1 1  December 2008, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 1 1  December 
2008 by the Head of Planning and Development (1) advising of a response to a consultation 
document by the Scottish Government in relation to Scotland's Climate Change entitled "Adapting our 
Ways - Managing Scotland's Climate Risk"; (2) outlining the background relative thereto; (3) detailing 
in an Appendix to the report the response submitted to the Scottish Government on the Council's 
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behalf; (4) containing his observations and considerations thereon, and (5) recommending that the 
report be remitted to this Committee for information. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

CONFERENCES 

27. There was submitted a report dated 26 November 2008 by the Head of Central Services advising that 
four invitations had been received in respect of Member attendance at conferences. 

Decided: 

(1) that the attendance of two Members at the conference "TSI/Lakers Year Ahead Leadership 
Event" held on 26/27 February 2009 in Grantham be approved, and 

(2) that no attendance at the other conferences be authorised. 
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