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Meetina of Monkland Glen Community Council 
Airdrie Arts Centre - 10 August 1998 

In attendance : Mr McClements Alistair Miller 
John Peters Anne Glen 
Betty McEwan Councillor Lucas 

Apologies : Keith and Julie McPherson 

Councillor Logue had also been invited but did not attend. 

Brownsburn Housinq Development 

At the last meeting with the Walker Group, attended by Dr Glen and Cllr Lucas, everything 
seemed to be going ahead more or less as planned. Since then a consultants report indicates 
that the problems with ground conditions are far more serious than at first thought. 
As a result the area could not contain the number of houses originally planned, meaning less 
profit for the company to pay for the golf course. 

To meet the requirements of SEPA, NLC are responsible for making sure the land is 
reclaimed to certain standards. The report claims that remedial work will be required to bring 
it to this standard, at a cost to the council. In addition the time has expired for NLC to claim 
the lottery grant (f575k) awarded to help with the cost of the golf course. 

LDA has already met 50% of the cost of remedial work carried out to date. However they have 
said they cannot fund any more until building work actually starts. 

This left the council with a number of options:- 

(1) 
(2) 
(3) 

(4) 

Ringfence the capital from the sale of the Craigneuk site. (Not allowed) 
Further discussion with the Walker Group on a housing only development. 
Terminate the agreement with Walker and NLC address the issue of duty of 
care themselves. 
Terminate the agreement with Walker and re-offer the site for housing 
development. (This is the preferred option) 

This would mean that the golf course which has been on the local plan for 17 years, would not 
now be built, despite the council having made a legal commitment. The club house is ready 
and some work has been done in setting out the course. 

We propose to set up an action committee to bring together all parties interested in 
persuading the council to keep to their agreement and provide a golf course in an area with 
little provision for adult recreation. The Calderbank Conservation Society are also concerned 
and may want to work with us on this. 

We will invite the residents of the estate and the surrounding areas to our AGM. This will give 
us an opportunity to ask for volunteers to form an action committee to take thing forward. 

Dr Glen will write to the Airdrie Area Committee to ask them to put the issue on the agenda for 
the next meeting. We will also write to each Airdrie councillor asking for their support. 
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A letter was received from an organisation called Press Team Scotland Ltd, based in 
Coatbridge, looking for newsworthy items of local interest. We will let them know about the 
golf course and hopefully raise public awareness. 
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Minutes of Monkland Glen Communitv Council AGM 
Held in Calderbank Community Centre, on 7 September 1998 

Committee Members 
in attendance :- Or Glen John Peters Apologies : Mr McClements 

Alistair Miller lan Simpson 
Betty McEwan 

Around 20 other residents attended the meeting. Following the AGM, Members of Calderbank 
Conservation Society joined the meeting. 

Introduction 
Dr Glen reported back on the recent activity of the community Council, and local issues 
including the action taken to prevent the Football Stadium being built at the Brownsburn site. 

Nominations were sought for new committee members. None were forthcoming at this stage. 

Matters Raised 

Traffic 

Concerns were raised over the speed of traffic in Monkland Estate, particularly entering and 
leaving the area. The safety of the children must be a priority, but even reversing out of drives 
can be a problem because of the speed of some motorists. Dr Glen will speak to police and 
the council about the possibility of introducing calming measures to stop the speeding. 

Residents in Brownsburn Rd had raised the issue of the heavy traffic from the industrial estate 
and the constant noise, 24 hours a day. Again Dr Glen will speak to Cllr Lucas to see if there 
are any restrictions which apply. 

- Trees 

A number of trees behind Abbotts Terrace have fallen across the paths, preventing the public 
from using them. Some householders are happy with the situation as they do not want people 
walking behind the houses, others who use the walkways regularly would like to see the trees 
cleared away. It may be necessary to ascertain the majority view and speak to the Health & 
Safety executive about the danger to children playing in the area. 

Ban khill 

The homes around Ayr Drive have no representation on any Community Council. We will 
examine the possibility of including the area within Monkland Glen CC. This would allow us to 
recruit new committee members from this area. 
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Brownsburn Site 

Dr Glen gave a brief history of the site, particularly over the past 20 years ;- 
zoned for recreation 
ground conditions 
landscaping carried out 
negotiations with Walker Homes 

She explained what action had been taken by the CC :- 
setting up the support group outside the CC to avoid conflict 
articles in Advertiser and Herald 
petition and the need for individual letters 

Nominations were sought to join the Action Group led by Mrs Helena Rae. 

Joint Meeting 

At this point Calderbank Conservation Society joined the meeting with a view to forming a 
Joint Action Group. 

Action points :- 
if possible ask Secretary of State to reverse decision taking the area for 
housing out of the Green Belt 

Encourage as many people as possible to attend the meeting of Airdrie 
Area Committee on 8" September 

investigate the possibility of forming a community trust to take over ownership 
of the land 

Could this form the basis of a Millenium Project 

. 


