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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to advise members of the success of a joint bid by the council, in 
partnership with EventScotland, to host the 2009 Great Scottish Swim at Strathclyde Country 
Park during the last weekend in August this year. 

BACKGROUND 

Members will recall the council’s initiative to attract major events of national and regional 
significance to North Lanarkshire. Earlier this year the Executive Director of Environmental 
Services was approached by representatives of EventScotland regarding the possibility of 
promoting a joint bid to host a major open-water, mass participation swim event at Strathclyde 
Country Park. The approach follows on from our previous partnership projects with 
EventScotland such as the Elite Series British Triathlon events 

EventScotland had been approached by the NOVA events promotion company seeking advice 
on a location for a Scottish Venue to stage a “Great Scottish Swim”, along the lines of the 
Great North Swim which had been held on Lake Windermere during the summer of 2008. 
The event is intended as part of a series of “Great” mass participation sports events which 
originated some years ago under the “Great North Run” banner. NOVA is seeking to expand 
the brand into a major, perhaps worldwide, series of geographically distinct regional events 
across various sporting activities including running, swimming, cycling and dance. 

Following a presentation in February from NOVA, chaired by the Executive Director of 
Environmental Services and attended by the Heads of Land Services and Regeneration 
Services, and EventScotland staff, it was agreed that EventScotland would subject the detail 
of the NOVA proposals to their computer modelling software to identify the potential socio- 
economic impact and benefits to the area. The event fits well with the programme leading up 
to the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games Triathlon Event being staged at the Park. 

This assessment resulted in a favourable outcome and EventScotland have offered f 70k 
direct financial support for the event in the first year. NLC has offered f30k direct financial 
support from Regeneration Services Growth Budget for support for events, and an additional 
f7.5k value in kind per day in terms of the waiving of the charges for the use of the venue. 
The foregoing offer is subject to contract, requires a commitment from the partners of at least 
three years, and lays down a number of Key Performance Indicators which the organisers 
must meet in terms of participation levels, television broadcast commitments, expanding the 
level of commercial sponsorship, etc. 
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FINANCIAL AND CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

The hosting of this mass participation event at Strathclyde Country Park is in line with the 
Council’s Vision and Values and with the Corporate Plan themes, especially in terms of Health 
& Well-being and Regeneration. As noted in paragraph 2.4 financial provision of f30,000 is 
included within Regeneration Services Growth allocations for support for the staging of Major 
Events and Environmental Services will waive the charges of f7,500 for the use of the venue 
for the day. Parks staff time and overtime resources which may be needed are estimated to 
cost around f5,000 based on events of a similar size. This cost will be met from existing Parks 
budgets 

That Members note the successful outcome of the bidding process as detailed above. 
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KENNETH WILSON 
HEAD OF LAND SERVICES 

Members seeking further information on this report, please contact Kenneth Wilson, Head of Land 
Services (0141 304 1846). 


