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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to seek approval from the Learning & Leisure Services Committee to 
establish a formal policy on removal of council play areas and in particular the associated procedure 
for informing elected members and members of the public. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Learning & Leisure Services Committee is asked to:- 

(i) approve the new policy and procedures outlined in this report for informing both local elected 
members and communities prior to removing play areas; and 

(ii) remit this report to the Environmental Services Committee for consideration. 

Members wishing further information should contact: 

Lizanne McMurrich, Head of Community Information and Development on 01236 81 2338 
Jillian Ferrie, Creative Services Manager on 01236 812581 



NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL - LEARNING AND LEISURE SERVICES 

POLICY FOR THE REMOVAL OF PLAY AREAS 

Report by Head of Community and information Learning 

INTRODUCTION 

1 .I The purpose of this report is to seek approval from the Learning & Leisure Services 
Committee to establish a formal policy on removal of council play areas and in 
particular the associated procedure for informing elected members and members of 
the public. 

BACKGROUND 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

2.5 

As committee may be aware, the condition of the council’s play areas has been the 
subject of several previous committee reports (Community Services 30 August 2002 
and 24 May 2006, Scrutiny Panel - Service Delivery and Performance 25 August 2005 
and Learning and Leisure Services May 2008), which have outlined the condition of the 
play area stock and the measures being taken to remove, upgrade and develop play 
area provision in North Lanarkshire. 

The council has removed one hundred and fifty play areas since 1996. These play 
area have been removed as a duty of care because there were health and safety 
issues identified. Most removals took place following an independent inspection by a 
qualified play area inspector as part of the annual inspection process. The majority of 
these play areas were old (pre 1989 and British Standard BS5696) without any form of 
impact absorbing surfacing. Most had no form of dog proofing. 

Most play areas have been removed without any complaints from local residents. In 
some cases, residents have been thankful that the old, unsightly facility, which may 
have attracted anti-social use or been a nuisance in some way, has been removed and 
the site returned to grass. In some communities, however, the loss of the play area 
has been seen as the removal of a valued council service and local residents have 
looked for the facility to be replaced. In most cases this has not been possible as there 
has been insufficient funding available to do so. The number of communities 
complaining about the loss of their local play area has increased and there have been 
complaints about the lack of consultation and information prior to the removal the play 
areas. 

However, committee is asked to note that the play services team in Learning & Leisure 
Services continue to work with communities to attract external funding to develop new 
play areas. For instance the f709,936 play area currently under construction, to 
upgrade t he  old play area at Marnoch Drive in Glenboig, has f373,870 from external 
funding sources which has been accessed by the local community group with support 
from play services. 

Some communities have recently told Learning and Leisure Services that had they 
known that their local play area was going to be removed they would have started to 
fund raise earlier to try to replace it. It is with this in mind that the procedures for 
informing both elected members and local communities has been reviewed and new 
procedures proposed. 



3. CONSIDERATIONS 

3.1 

3.1.1 

3.1.2 

3.1.3 

3.1.4 

3.1.5 

Policy ProDosals 

Play areas require to be removed as part of the council's duty of care to the members 
of the public using the facility. The council is not in a position to consult on whether the 
existing play area is removed or not if health and safety concerns have been identified 
by the independent inspection process. Items of play equipment that are assessed 
with a risk factor of 15 should be removed within 3 months if they cannot be rectified. 
In the case of play area removals it is not cost effective to rectify the fault, i.e. the play 
equipment is usually too old, in a poor condition and there are too many faults to 
remedy economically. 

Changes in safety standards (from British Standards to European Standards) have 
brought changes to play equipment design making the equipment safer for children to 
use. This has resulted in many items of play equipment in North Lanarkshire Council's 
play areas no longer meeting the accepted safety standards, as highlighted in the May 
2008 report to the Learning & Leisure Services Committee. Most of these failings 
cannot be rectified through normal maintenance procedures. 

To date the committee process has been the only action the service has taken to 
inform others of scheduled play area removals. This has proved to be insufficient to 
inform all local elected members and it is intended that future policy should ensure that 
where a play area has been scheduled for removal every elected member for the 
wards affected will be informed by letter prior to committee approval and the 
information becoming publicly available. 

There have been complaints from individual users and community groups representing 
play area users, particularly community councils and residents associations. It is 
proposed that a sign be erected at the play area in advance of the removal to inform 
users that it is going to be taken out. The play area removal list will also be presented 
to the local area committee for information as a means of informing community 
councils and other local groups when the Learning and Leisure Services Committee 
has approved it. 

Committee is asked to note that it is intended that Learning and Leisure Services will 
inform users in advance of the play area being taken away when play areas are 
scheduled for removal. There may be the occasional removal however, in extreme 
circumstances such as fire damage, when a play area needs to be removed 
immediately for safety reasons when it is not possible to give prior notice. 

4. CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

4.1 Financial Implications 

4.1 .I. Funding for the erection of information signs at play areas will be required, this will be 
met from the capital budget allocation for play areas. 

4.1.2 The current capital budget of f 160,000 per year is for one major play area 
development at an existing leisure facility. There is no allocation for new play area 
developments or upgrading when a play area is removed due to its unsafe condition. 



4.2 Leaal Implications 

Failure to remove play areas that fail the independent annual inspection may lead to 
the council being subject to legal challenge for failing in its duty of care to users of the 
facility. 

5 RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 The Learning & Leisure Services Committee is asked to:- 

(i) 

(ii) 

approve the new policy and procedures outlined in this report for informing both 
local elected members and communities prior to removing play areas; and 
remit this report to the Environmental Services Committee for consideration. 


