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1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise Members of the successful completion of woodland 
improvement and access work in key woodland sites in North Lanarkshire, and of similar plans 
for future years. 

2. Backnround And Prowess To Date 

2.1 On 6 March 2006, a paper to Community Services Committee reported on North 
Lanarkshire’s successful application to Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) for funding 
through their new Woodlands-in-and-around-Town (WIAT) Challenge Fund. This was for 
the preparation of audits and management plans for 13 key Council owned woodland sites 
including Coltness and Branchalwood, Cairnhill Woods, Colzium Estate, Drumpellier Park 
Woods, Viewpark Glen, Dalzell Estate, and others. 

2.2 Application was made successfully for WIAT funding for three woodland sites in North 
Lanarkshire. 

0 

0 Petersburn Woods, by Airdrie 
0 

Glencryan Woods, by Palacerigg, Cumbernauld 

South Calder Woods (Greenlink) by Motherwell (CSFT-led). 

Project work was completed in these woods including necessary tree thinning, removal of 
dangerous trees, path construction and/or re-surfacing, some tree planting, litter 
collection, fly tip removals, and welcome signage. 

2.3 Bids were then submitted for WlAT Challenge funding for four large sites in North 
Lanarkshire. These were approved by FCS in January 2007, making North Lanarkshire 
Council the most successful bidder in Scotland. Capital offered by FCS was: 

0 Coltness and North Branchal Woods f 167,900 (75% of total) 
0 Cambusnethan Woods f 130,800 (75% of total) 
0 Drumpellier Park Woods f 68,900 (75% of total) 
0 Eastfield Woods, Cumbernauld f 149,300 (75% of total) 

(later known as Cumbernauld Community Park) 

Tenders were accepted for contracts for these four areas in a report to Environmental 
Services of 23 November 2007. 



2.4 Contract works in these four woodland areas are now completed in relation to woodland 
operations and path construction. Some few snagging points are being currently dealt 
with, and gateway signage and markers are to be put in place within the next month. 
Local community responses to the improvements in their local woods have been very 
favourable. 

2.5 In liaison with Planning section, the Cairnhill Woods were also submitted and accepted as 
a WlAT grant (f62,817 offered). This work is also nearing completion and the balance of 
funding is being met from the Regeneration Services programme. 

3. Current Position 

3.1 Forestry Commission Scotland issued a new WlAT Challenge in 2008. Bids were 
submitted from North Lanarkshire for a further three sites in January 2009. In August we 
learned that all three bids had been accepted. The three sites and the FCS contribution to 
the project costs are: 

0 Colzium-Lennox Estate Woods f 79,300 (75% of total) 
0 Moodiesburn Glen f68,200 (75% of total) 
0 Strathclyde Park Woods f 37,500 (50% of total) 

In addition to these three sites, Central Scotland Forest Trust (CSFT) submitted on behalf 
of NLC an additional two sites, which were accepted and 75% of costs offered. 

3.2 

0 Viewpark Glen, Uddingston f 92,600 (75% of total) 
0 Shields Glen, Motherwell f31,500 (75% of total) 

With these five sites, North Lanarkshire Council is once again the most successful bidder 
in Scotland for the WlAT Challenge Funds. 

3.3 Contracts for these five sites will be put to tender in autumn 2009 so that works can begin 
this winter and proceed throughout to spring 201 1. The balance of funding for the 
projects is contained within the Regeneration Services programme and Environmental 
Services Countryside Infrastructure allocation. 

4. Future Plans 

4.1 As the new WlAT Programme on offer from FCS still has 3 years to run there is the 
opportunity to bid for further funding for improvements to woodlands, all within or close to 
our towns and communities. 

In spring 2010 it is proposed to submit WlAT bid applications for: 

0 

0 Dalzell Estate, Motherwell 
0 Kingshill Community Woodland, Shotts. 

Cumbernauld Woods (large area - all NLC woodlands in Cumbernauld excl. 
Eastfield Woods - Cumbernauld Community Park) 

4.2 If these bids also find favour with FCS for WlAT funding, they will complete a suite of 
funding for the 15 most significant woodland sites near towns owned by the Council, with 



consequent improvements to their appearance and structure, to their biodiversity, and not 
least to much improved accessibility as a greenspace resource for the local community. 

4.3 Discussions are being actively pursued with the Lanarkshire Wood Energy Project on how 
timber from the woodland operations can be utilised to fuel North Lanarkshire’s current 
five wood fuel biomass boilers. This will involve logs from thinned woodland being 
transported to a central site for chipping. The considerable savings to be made on gas 
and electricity costs by using wood fuel, can in part be used to secure a sustainable and 
productive future for North Lanarkshire’s woodlands. 

5. Recommendations 

That members note the successful progress being made in enhancing and managing North 
Lanarkshire’s extensive urban woodland areas as a result of the successful bidding campaign 
to FCS through the WlAT Challenge Scheme. 

KENNETH WILSON 
Head of Land Services 
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