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1. Introduction 

1 .I This report proposes that consideration be given to commemorating, on local war 
memorials, UK Armed Forces personnel who have died in operations since the Second 
World War and have been awarded the Elizabeth Cross. 

2. Background 

War memorials throughout North Lanarkshire commemorate those who died in the two 
World Wars and vary significantly in size, style and location. 

Over the years, there has been an increasing pressure to commemorate those who have 
died in more recent conflicts. A difficulty in this has been a formal identification of the 
individual servicemen to be commemorated since either an omission or wrongful inclusion 
could cause distress and severe embarrassment. 

The situation has, however, changed with the creation of the Elizabeth Cross. This is a 
new award created to provide national recognition for the families of Armed Forces 
personnel who have died on operations or as a result of an act of terrorism since the 
Second World War. It is suggested that commemoration on war memorials of those fallen 
Armed Forces personnel to whom an Elizabeth Cross has been awarded would be 
appropriate. 

The citation on the Elizabeth Cross is that it commemorates a person who gave hidher 
life for Queen and Country. Eligibility for award of the Cross is for anybody who died 
outwith a period which the Commonwealth War Graves Commission attributes to Second 
World War service ending on 31 December 1947 with the exception of Palestine when it 
ends on 26 September 1945. 

Issues 

3.1 It is suggested that an enquiry is made annually of the Ministry of Defence requesting a 
note of any Elizabeth Crosses issued in respect of North Lanarkshire service personnel 
during the past year. If this enquiry were made in June it would provide sufficient time for 
an inscription of their names on the appropriate local war memorial in time for the 
Remembrance commemorations that year. 

3.2 It is further suggested that the family of the service personnel be given the opportunity to 
decide on which war memorial the inscription is made. 

3.3 It is recommended that inscriptions should be as follows: 



ELIZABETH CROSS 
In memory of those who, since the Second World War, 

have given their lives in the service of our country 

followed by space for names 

3.4 Not all war memorials provide sufficient space or appropriate location for an inscription. It 
is proposed that an audit of all war memorials be undertaken to assess their suitability for 
making such inscriptions. 

3.5 It is proposed that the costs involved in making the inscription be met by Environmental 
Services. 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 That committee approve the proposal and approach outlined in this report. 

KENNETH WILSON 
Head of Land Services 

Local Government Access to Information Act: For members seeking further information on this report, 
please contact Kenneth Wilson, Head of Land Services (0141 304 1846). 


