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Purpose of Report 

This report seeks to update the Partnership and Committee on the progress made on the 
Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan projects and initiatives. 

Background 

The Airdrie Town Centre Action plan was approved by North Lanarkshire Council’s 
Economic Regeneration Committee in March 2005 as a multi-agency and wide ranging 
approach for the regeneration process in Airdrie Town Centre. 

Environmental Services will continue to build on the successes that have been achieved to 
date in implementing the plan. The following is an update on the individual projects 
contained within the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan which are under development. 

A Town Centre Action Plan Framework for North Lanarkshire’s town centres is currently 
being developed. Work will progress in due course on the frameworks for the Airdrie area, 
with partnership meetings advised as this happens and partners involved accordingly. 

Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan 

Airdrie Health Centre 

The build programme for the new Airdrie Community Health Centre on Graham Street 
continues to progress with work now moving into the interior aspects of the building aswell. 
Construction work is due to be completed by June 2012. A wayfinding strategy has been 
developed as part of the building design, which will extend to external directional signage 
for pedestrian and vehicles. NHS Lanarkshire and Morgan Sindall, the appointed 
contractor, is working with North Lanarkshire Council on the external signage proposals. 
Artists have also now been engaged to develop a series of arts interventions within the 
building, to be worked up in consultation with the community and according to a specified 
theme. The artworks will be in place in time for the building opening in July 201 2. 
Work on the construction of an additional deck to Hallcraig Street car park, in support of the 
Health Centre development, continues to progress. Construction work temporarily ceased 
in early December to allow re-opening of the car park to public use throughout December. 
The car park is due to close again on 8th January for re-commencement of construction 
work. The works are programmed to be completed by the end of March 2012. 

Airdrie Town Centre - Streetscape works 

Tenders have been issued and a contractor will be appointed to implement streetscape 
works in the Graham Street precinct area. The scope of works involves replacement of the 
feature steps by the Royal Bank of Scotland, which have deteriorated significantly since 
construction, installation of additional handrails and selected streetscape repairs in the 
immediate vicinity. Replacement and refurbishment of street furnishings in the immediate 
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vicinity and throughout Graham Street, Bank Street and South Bridge Street is also 
planned. These works are due to commence on site in early February and be completed by 
March 2012. 

Tenders are due to be issued before Christmas and a contractor appointed shorly 
afterwards to supply and install three monolith directional signs at key locations within the 
town centre, at Graham Street precinct close to the Airdrie bobbins feature, at the corner of 
Hallcraig Street and Buchanan Street and Gartlea Road across from Coates House. These 
signs will contain maps of the town centre and directional content to main buildings and 
facilities including the Airdrie Community Health Centre. To support the monolith signs, a 
number of pedestrian directional signs will be installed throughout the town centre, again to 
highlight routes to key destinations such as the health centre, Sir John Wilson Town Hall 
and One Wellwynd Social Enterprise Centre. The signs will be installed over February and 
March 2012, and will support NHS Lanarkshire’s wayfinding strategy for the health centre. 

Design work is also progressing on public realm improvements adjacent to Sir John Wilson 
Town Hall, including feature lighting proposals to highlight key aspects of the building and 
its role as a gateway into Airdrie town centre from the west. Implementation timescale and 
costs have still to be finalised, however it is hoped to commence implementation of the 
proposed feature lighting works in March 2012. At present, a delivery timescale cannot be 
provided for the public realm improvements due to budget constraints in financial year 
2012/13 and restricted access to the site whilst the building refurbishment contract is 
ongoing. 

4. Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note progress made on the projects and 
initiatives contained within the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan. 
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