
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES - 21 October 2009 

Motherwell, 21 October 2009 at 2 pm. 

A Meeting of the ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor Grant, Vice-Convener; Councillors J. Coyle, Curran, Delaney, Goldie, Irvine, J. Love, S .  Love, Lyle, 
McAuley, McCulloch, McKendrick, McShannon, McWilliams, Maginnis, Murray, Nolan, Shaw, Stewart and 
Annette Valentine. 

CHAIR 

In the absence of Councillor McKenna (Convener) Councillor Grant presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Chief Committee Services Manager; Head of Land Services, Head of Facility Support Services, Head of 
Planning and Development, Environmental Health Manager, Environmental Services and Head of Financial 
Services, Finance and Customer Services. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Carrigan, M. Coyle, Harmon, Hogg, Logue, McGlinchey, McKenna, McKeown, Smith, Wallace and 
Welsh. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN TERMS OF THE ETHICAL STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE ETC. 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 2000 

1. No declarations were made. 

SUMMER FOOD SAFETY WATCH CAMPAIGN 2009 

2. With reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 13 May 2009, 
there was submitted a report dated 21 October 2009 by the Head of Protective Services (1) outlining 
the food hygiene initiative recently undertaken by the Business Regulation Service of the Protective 
Services Division; (2) advising that a total of 101 unannounced evening visits were paid to individual 
food businesses during the period from 15 June to 18 August 2009; (3) indicating that (a) the standard 
of food hygiene practices observed within the majority of businesses visited was generally 
satisfactory; (b) although the standard of food hygiene practice was generally satisfactory, several 
premises required formal action to improve unacceptable standards, and (c) a mobile hot food 
takeaway business was found to be trading without a hot water supply resulting in immediate 
temporary voluntary closure of the business, and (4) seeking approval of the repetition of the initiative, 
subject to available resources. 

Decided: 

(1) that the repetition of the Food Safety Watch Campaign be agreed, subject to available 
resources, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 
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THE PUBLIC HEALTH ETC. (SCOTLAND) ACT 2009 - DESIGNATION OF COMPETENT PERSONS 
REGULATIONS 

3. 

c 
With reference to paragraph 4 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 19 August 2009, 
when an overview of the key provisions of the Public Health Etc. (Scotland) Act 2008 was provided, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 21 October 2009 by the Executive Director of 
Environmental Services (1) seeking approval of a list of designated "competent persons" in terms of 
the Public Health Etc. (Scotland) Act Designation of Competent Persons Regulations 2009; (2) 
detailing the background relative thereto; (3) advising that the Regulations specify the criteria and 
qualifications of persons to be eligible for designation as the local authority "competent person", and 
(4) setting out the Officers to be designated "competent persons" in order for the Council to meet its 
statutory obligations. 

Decided: that the following Officers be designated as "competent persons" for exercising, on 
behalf of the Council, all relevant requirements in terms of the Public Health Etc. 
(Scotland) Act 2008:- 

Crawford Morgan, Head of Protective Services 
Gordon Cunningham, Business Regulation Manager 
Andrew McPherson, Environmental Health Manager 
Douglas Calder, Food Standards Regulation Manager 
Brian Whitelaw, Food Hygiene Regulation Manager 
Neil McGeachy, Health and Safety Regulation Manager 
Mark Findlay, Environmental Protection Manager 
Charles Penman, Pollution Control Manager 
Jack McEwan, Public Health and Housing Manager 

WOODLANDS IN AND AROUND TOWNS: UPDATE ON PROGRESS OF WOODLAND 
MANAGEMENT 

4. There was submitted a report dated 21 October 2009 by the Head of Land Services (1) advising of the 
successful completion of woodland improvement and access work in key woodland sites in North 
Lanarkshire as a result of successful applications to the Forestry Commission's Woodlands-in- 
and-Around Town Challenge Fund; (2) detailing the background relative thereto; (3) outlining the 
progress to date on the three sites at Glencryan Woods, Cumbernauld, Petersburn Woods by Airdrie 
and South Calder Woods by Motherwell; (4) further detailing the capital funding previously provided 
by the Forestry Commission Scotland for (a) the 2007 projects in respect of the four sites at Coltness 
and North Branchalwood, Cambusnethan Woods, Drumpellier Park Woods and Eastfield Woods, and 
(b) the 2008 projects in respect of the five sites at Colzium - Lennox Estate Woods, Moodiesburn 
Glen, Strathclyde Park Woods, Viewpark Glen and Shields Glen, and (5) indicating that it was 
proposed to submit bids for Cumbernauld Woods, Eastfield Woods, Dalziel Estate and Kingshill 
Community Woodland for projects in the next financial year. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

POOL CAR SCHEME 

5. There was submitted a report dated 21 October 2009 by the Head of Land Services (1) advising of the 
potential improved efficiencies associated with the introduction of a Council wide Pool Car Scheme; 
(2) indicating that a Pool Car Scheme would involve the Council providing a range of vehicles for staff 
to use in relation to their work; (3) outlining the advantages for the Council with particular regard to 
costs, the environment and safety, and (4) detailing proposals for establishing a pool car fleet. 
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Decided: 

(1) that the Executive Director of Environmental Services be authorised to investigate proposals 
for the potential introduction of a Council wide Pool Car Scheme, and 

(2) that a progress report be submitted to a future meeting of this Committee. 

BEAUTIFUL NORTH LANARKSHIRE AWARDS 2009 

6. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 21 October 2009 by the Head of Land Services (1) 
advising of the outcome of the judging of the North Lanarkshire entries to the Beautiful Scotland 
Awards Scheme 2009; (2) indicating that, as part of the Council's Streetsmart initiative, 22 entries 
were submitted to the Beautiful Scotland Awards Scheme, and (3) providing, in an Appendix to the 
report, details of the 15 successful entries together with the accreditation of a further four discretionary 
awards which reflected good practice in a number of diverse areas. 

Decided: that the success of the North Lanarkshire entries to the 2009 Beautiful Scotland 
Awards Scheme be noted. 

ELIZABETH CROSS AND WAR MEMORIALS 

7. There was submitted a report dated 21 October 2009 by the Head of Land Services (1) proposing that 
consideration be given to commemorating, on local War Memorials, UK Armed Forces personnel who 
have died in operations since the Second World War and in respect of whom there has been awarded 
the Elizabeth Cross; (2) detailing the background relative thereto; (3) indicating that an enquiry would 
be made annually to the Ministry of Defence requesting information on the award of the Elizabeth 
Cross in respect of residents from North Lanarkshire in order to provide for sufficient time for an 
inscription of names on the appropriate War Memorial, prior to the Remembrance commemorations 
each year; (4) outlining the nature of the inscriptions, and (5) advising that an audit of all War 
Memorials would be undertaken to assess their suitability for such inscriptions. 

Decided: that the report be approved and noted 

LAND SURPLUS TO OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS - 26 CHARLOTTE STREET, SHOTTS 

8. There was submitted a report dated 21 October 2009 by the Head of Land Services recommending 
that an area of land extending to 212 square metres, or thereby, at 26 Charlotte Street, Shotts be 
declared surplus to operational requirements. 

Decided: 

(1) that the area of ground, extending to 212 square metres, or thereby, at 26 Charlotte Street, 
Shotts be declared surplus to operational requirements, and 

(2) that the report be referred to the Policy and Resources (Property) Sub-Committee for 
consideration. 

PETITION - NOISE POLLUTION - CROY ROAD, COATBRIDGE 

9. There was submitted a report dated 29 September 2009 by the Head of Central Services advising of 
the receipt of a petition from residents of Croy Road, Coatbridge regarding noise pollution. 
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Decided: that consideration be continued pending the submission of a report by the Executive 
Director of Environmental Services. 

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES REVENUE BUDGET - BASE ESTIMATES 2010111 

10. With reference to paragraph 21 of the Minute of the meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee 
held on 15 September 2009 when, inter alia, it had been (1) noted that the announcement regarding 
the Scottish Government Budget would be on 17 September 2009, with individual local authority 
allocations following, and (2) agreed (a) that there would be an increase in the Service and People 
First Efficiency Target from f l O m  to f15m for 2010/2011, and (b) that detailed efficiency proposals be 
brought forward and reported to Committees during the next Committee Cycle as part of the normal 
budget planning process, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 21 October 2009 by the 
Executive Director of Finance and Customer Services regarding progress to date in developing the 
Environmental Services 2010/2011 Base Revenue Budget (A) detailing within the report, a summary 
of the Environmental Services’ Base Revenue Budget 2010/2011, including provision for cost 
pressures, as detailed in Appendix 1 to the report, and (B) intimating within the report, further 
developments required to be taken into consideration regarding the Revenue Budget for 201 0/2011. 

Decided: 

(1) 

(2) 

that the arrangements for taking forward the budget process for 2010/2011, be noted, and 

that the base budget adjustments contained within the report, and Appendix 1 thereto, be 
approved. 

2009110 REVENUE MONITORING REPORT - ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES - 1 APRIL TO 
11 SEPTEMBER 2009 

11. There was submitted a report dated 21 October 2009 by the Executive Director of Environmental 
Services detailing, for the period from 1 April to 11 September 2009, expenditure and income against 
the estimates contained in the 2009/10 budget for Environmental Services including separate details 
in respect of each Division of that Service. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

2009110 COMPOSITE CAPITAL PROGRAMME - ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES - 1 APRIL TO 
11 SEPTEMBER 2009 

12. 

c 
There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 21 October 2009 by the Executive Director of 
Environmental Services (1) providing an update, for the period from 1 April to 11 September 2009, on 
the financial performance of the 2009/10 Environmental Services Composite Capital Programme; (2) 
detailing the Programme variances, and (3) seeking budgetary virements in respect of a number of 
Town Centre and Land Services projects. 

Decided: 

(1) that the budgetary virements in respect of a number of Town Centre and Land Services 
projects be approved, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 
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BUILDING CLEANING TRADING ACCOUNTS - 1 APRIL TO 11 SEPTEMBER 2009 

13. There was submitted a report dated 21 October 2009 by the Executive Director of Environmental 
Services (1) detailing, for the period from 1 April to 11 September 2009, the trading position as 
contained in the Building Cleaning trading accounts; (2) providing a projected final expenditure 
position at year end, and (3) outlining management action to control expenditure levels. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

CATERING TRADING ACCOUNTS - 1 APRIL TO 11 SEPTEMBER 2009 

14. There was submitted a report dated 21 October 2009 by the Executive Director of Environmental 
Services (1) detailing, for the period from 1 April to 11 September 2009, the trading position as 
contained in the Catering trading accounts; (2) providing a projected final expenditure position at year 
end, and (3) outlining management action to control expenditure levels. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

CLEANSING TRADING ACCOUNTS- 1 APRIL TO 11 SEPTEMBER 2009 

15. There was submitted a report dated 21 October 2009 by the Executive Director of Environmental 
Services (1) detailing, for the period from 1 April to 11 September 2009, the trading position as 
contained in the Cleansing trading accounts; (2) providing a projected final expenditure position at 
year end, and (3) outlining management action to control expenditure levels. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

PARKS TRADING ACCOUNTS - 1 APRIL TO 11 SEPTEMBER 2009 

16. There was submitted a report dated 21 October 2009 by the Executive Director of Environmental 
Services (1) detailing, for the period from 1 April to 11 September 2009, the trading position as 
contained in the Parks trading accounts; (2) providing a projected final expenditure position at year 
end, and (3) outlining management action to control expenditure levels. 

Decided: that the report be noted 

TRANSPORT TRADING ACCOUNTS - 1 APRIL TO 11 SEPTEMBER 2009 

17. There was submitted a report dated 21 October 2009 by the Executive Director of Environmental 
Services (1) detailing, for the period from 1 April to 11 September 2009, the trading position as 
contained in the Transport trading accounts; (2) providing a projected final expenditure position at 
year end, and (3) outlining management action to control expenditure levels. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

GENERAL DEBTORS DEBT WRITE-OFF 2009110 

18. There was submitted a report dated 21 October 2009 by the Executive Director of Environmental 
Services (1) presenting a summary of the outstanding debtor accounts which had been deemed 
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uncollectable following all attempts to recover; (2) advising that an analysis of the outstanding 
balances due to Environmental Services had been conducted and that the amended sum of 
€26,391.71 had been identified as uncollectable; (3) indicating that the Executive Director of Finance 
and Customer Services, under delegated powers, had written off debts of under €250 and which 
amounted to an amended sum of f9,117.87, and (4) seeking approval for the write-off of debt of over 
€250 amounting to €1 7,273.84. 

Decided: 

(1) that it be noted that the Executive Director of Finance and Customer Services, under 
delegated powers, had written off debts of under €250, deemed uncollectable, in the sum of 
€9,117.87; 

(2) that the write-off of debts of over €250 to the value of €17,273.84, be approved, and 

(3) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources (Finance and Customer Services) 
Su b-Committee. 

BEST VALUE SERVICE REVIEW OF JANITORIAL AND CARETAKING SERVICES 

19. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the Special Meeting of this Committee held on 18 June 
2009, when it was agreed that a further report detailing the response received from the Trade Unions 
on the service delivery model for Janitorial and Caretaking Services be submitted to the next meeting 
of this Committee, there was submitted a report dated 21 October 2009 by the Head of Facility 
Support Services (1) advising on feedback from the Joint Trade Unions regarding the result of the 
ballot on the management offer of 1 June 2009; (2) detailing the background relative thereto; (3) 
indicating that, based on the outcome of the second ballot, the final management offer was accepted 
and the Collective Agreement signed off by Trade Union Officers on 1 July 2009, and (4) outlining the 
implementation process for the new service delivery. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

ON-STREET PUBLIC CONVENIENCE RATIONALISATION 

(1) KILSYTH AUTOMATED TOILETS 

20. With reference to paragraph 3 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 30 May 2009 
when it was agreed, inter alia, that consideration of the closure of the automated toilet at King Street, 
Kilsyth be continued for further investigation, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 
21 October 2009 by the Head of Facility Support Services (1) advising of the outcome of the public 
consultation on the permanent closure of the public toilet in Kilsyth; (2) detailing the background 
relative thereto; (3) indicating that an Asset Management Scoring Methodology had been used to 
assess the service using measures of suitability, utilisation and condition, as contained within the 
report; (4) setting out the consultation process undertaken together with the outcome of that 
consultation; (5) providing details of the Changing Places campaign which aimed to provide enhanced 
facilities; (6) concluding that the facility had been closed since March 2009 when the current lease 
had expired and that the automated unit had come to the end of its economic life, and (7) 
recommending that the automated on-street public convenience at King Street, Kilsyth be 
permanently closed and the property be demolished. 

Decided: that the automated on-street public convenience at King Street, Kilsyth be permanently 
closed and the property be demolished. 
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(2) NORTH ROAD, BELLSHILL 

21. With reference to paragraph 3 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 13 May 2009, 
when it was agreed, inter alia, to further investigate the closure of the staffed toilets at North Road, 
Bellshill and the possible replacement of that facility by a single automated toilet, there was submitted 
a report (docketed) dated 21 October 2009 by the Head of Facility and Support Services (1) advising 
of the outcome of the public consultation on the options for Bellshill public toilets; (2) detailing the 
background relative thereto; (3) indicating that an Asset Management Scoring Methodology had been 
used to assess the service using measures of suitability, utilisation and condition, as contained within 
the report; (4) setting out the consultation process undertaken, together with the outcome of that 
consultation; (5) providing details of the Changing Places campaign; (6) proposing to redeploy the two 
members of staff in terms of the Council’s Redeployment Policy; (7) concluding that the closure will 
result in an annual revenue cost saving of f53,429, and (8) recommending that it be agreed to close 
the manned on-street public convenience at North Road, Bellshill and that the property be 
demolished. 

Councillor Grant, seconded by Councillor McCulloch, moved (1) the closure of the manned on-street 
public convenience at North Road, Bellshill and its subsequent demolition, and (2) that the report be 
referred to the Policy and Resources (Human Resources) Sub-Committee for its interests. 

Councillor Lyle, seconded by Councillor Goldie, moved, as an amendment, that consideration of the 
matter be continued. 

On a vote being taken, 7 Members voted for the amendment and 12 Members voted for the motion, 
which was accordingly declared carried. 

Thereon, 7 Members being in excess of one quarter of the Members present and voting, having 
required in terms of paragraph 57(E) of the Council’s Standing Orders in relation to Committees and 
Sub-Committees that the power delegated to the Environmental Services Committee be not exercised 
in respect of this item and the matter be referred, for determination, to the Council, the matter was 
referred accordingly. 

Decided: 

(1) that it be agreed to close the manned on-street public convenience at North Road, Bellshill 
and that the property be demolished; 

(2) that the report be referred to the Policy and Resources (Human Resources) Sub-Committee 
for its interests, and 

(3) that it be noted that, in terms of paragraph 57(E) of the Council’s Standing Orders, the powers 
delegated to the Committee will not be exercised in respect of this item of business and that 
the matter be referred for determination to the Council. 

(3) STATION ROAD, SHOTTS 

22. With reference to paragraph 3 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 13 May 2009, 
when it was agreed, inter alia, to further investigate the closure of the staffed toilets at Station Road, 
Shotts and the possible replacement of that service by a single automated toilet, there was submitted 
a report dated 21 October 2009 by the Head of Facility Support Services (1) advising on the outcome 
of the public consultation on the options for Station Road, Shotts public toilets; (2) detailing the 
background relative thereto; (3) indicating that an Asset Management Scoring Methodology had been 
used to assess this service using measures of suitability, utilisation and condition, as contained within 
the report; (4) setting out the consultation process undertaken together with the outcome of that 
consultation; (5) outlining the Council’s position with regard to the Changing Places campaign; (6) 
further advising that the current utilisation of this service was poor and it was not anticipated that the 
position would alter; (7) proposing to redeploy the two members of staff in terms of the Council’s 
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Redeployment Policy; (8) concluding that the implications of this proposal will result in an annual 
revenue cost saving of f32,452, and (9) recommending that it be agreed to close the manned on- 
street public convenience at Station Road, Shotts and the property be demolished. 

Decided: 

(1) that it be agreed to close the manned on-street public convenience at Station Road, Shotts 
and the property be demolished, and 

(2) that the report be referred to the Policy and Resources (Human Resources) Sub-Committee 
for its interests. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF TEMPORARY POST OF CONTAMINATED LAND OFFICER 

23. There was submitted a report dated 21 October 2009 by the Head of Protective Services (1) seeking 
approval to establish a temporary post of Contaminated Land Officer (NLC9) for a period, not 
extending beyond 31 March 2012; (2) detailing the background relative thereto, and (3) indicating that 
the existing workforce capacity was not of a sufficient level to deal with the current and projected 
workloads. 

Decided : 

(1) that it be agreed to establish a temporary post of Contaminated Land Officer graded NLC9 for 
a period, not extending beyond 31 March 2012, and 

(2) that the report be referred to the Policy and Resources (Human Resources) Sub-Committee 
for its interests. 

RESIDUAL WASTE TREATMENT - APPOINTMENT OF ADVISERS 

24. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 21 October 2009 by the Executive Director of 
Environmental Services (1) advising on the selection of legal, financial and technical advisers 
following a competitive tendering exercise under restricted procedures; (2) detailing the background 
relative thereto; (3) setting out the tendering arrangements used, together with the outcome, as 
contained in Appendix I to the report; (4) indicating the most advantageous tenders, as contained 
within Appendix 2 to the report, and (5) seeking approval, in terms of the Council’s Contract Standing 
Orders, to appoint the financial, legal and technical advisers identified. 

Decided : 

(1) that the legal, financial and technical consultants identified in the report be appointed, and 

(2) that progress reports be submitted to future meetings of this Committee on the identification 
of a residual waste treatment solution for North Lanarkshire. 

AlRDRlE TOWN CENTRE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS - VARIATION TO CONTRACT 

25. With reference to paragraph 30 of the Minute of the meeting of the Regeneration Committee held on 
27 May 2009, when it was noted that additional work to the value of f49,890.05 had been awarded to 
JRB Construction Limited for the environmental improvements at Anderson Street and Wellwynd, 
Airdrie Town Centre, there was submitted a report dated 21 October 2009 by the Head of Planning 
and Development (1) advising of a variation to the contract price in relation to these environmental 
improvements; (2) referring to the decision of this Committee at its meeting held on 17 December 
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2009 to note the award of the contract to JRB Construction Limited for these works in the sum of 
f203,318.10; (3) indicating that, at that time, a contingency of f20,331.81 was added, and (4) further 
advising that additional costs of f4,750.42 had been incurred increasing that sum to f25,082.23. 

Decided: that the variation to the contract with JRB Construction be approved. 

REMIT REFERRED FROM THE LEARNING AND LEISURE SERVICES COMMITTEE AT ITS 

CENTRE 
MEETING HELD ON 20 OCTOBER 2009 - SURPLUS PROPERTY - GREENGAIRS COMMUNITY 

26. With reference to paragraph 16 of the Minute of the meeting of the Learning and Leisure Services 
Committee held on 20 October 2009 when it was agreed to declare Greengairs Community Centre 
and adjacent Council owned land surplus to operational requirements, there was submitted a report 
dated 20 October 2009 by the Head of Community Information and Learning providing details thereon 
which had been remitted to this Committee for its interest. 

Decided: that the report be noted for the interest of this Committee. 

CONFERENCES 

27. There was submitted a report dated 21 July 2009 by the Head of Central Services advising that two 
invitations had been received in respect of Member attendance at conferences and seeking 
consideration of those invitations. 

Decided: that no attendance be authorised. 

1054 


