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Purpose 

To seek committee approval of Lanarkshire Joint Health Protection Plan and to agree to assist 
NHS Lanarkshire and/or neighbouring local authorities in the event of a public health 
emergency, if so requested and subject to available resources. 

Background 

The Public Health etc. (Scotland) Act 2008 updates the law on public health enabling the 
Scottish Government, Health Boards and Local Authorities to better protect public health in 
Scotland. A key provision is the need for this Authority to work together with Lanarkshire 
Health Board and South Lanarkshire Council to produce a Joint Health Protection Plan. 

Proposals/Considerations 

Section 7 of the Act places a duty on each Health Board within Scotland to prepare a plan 
relating to the protection of public health in it’s area and in particular to provide an overview of 
health protection priorities, provision and levels of preparedness. In doing so Health Boards 
are also required to consult with relevant local authorities which in this case are this authority 
and South Lanarkshire Council. 

A working group was formed from representatives of NHS Lanarkshire and each of the local 
authorities for the purposes of agreeing a Joint Health Protection Plan in accordance with 
relevant guidance. The Plan has now been drafted by the working group and approval is now 
being sought from Committee. A copy of the Plan is available in the Members library. 

Key benefits of the Plan include that in practical terms it serves as a single point of reference 
of key documentation which is normally used by officials responsible for managing public 
health incidents. Documentation includes national, regional and local health protection plans 
and guidance which is used by officials to follow agreed procedures and systems to effectively 
manage and control major public health incidents. 

The Plan also includes a formal agreement in regard to the provision of mutual aid to NHS 
Lanarkshire Health Board and/or neighbouring local authorities in the event of a public health 
emergency, subject to available resources and any necessary authorisation procedures. 
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3.5 Details of local health protection priorities are listed within the Plan. These include the 
following key issues - 

Local Air Quality Management 
Tobacco, Alcohol and Solvent Control 
Improving the quality of housing and the built environment 
Contaminated Land 
Food Enforcement 
Health & Safety Enforcement 
Control of the use of sun beds 
Control of the sale of fireworks 
International Children’s Games 

3.6 The Plan includes details of the following sites of special significance for which an emergency 
COMAH plan has been agreed which North and South Lanarkshire Councils co-ordinate and 
manage. 
- Glenmavis LNG Facility, Mollinsburn Road, Glenmavis. 
- lnverhouse Distillers Ltd., Roughrigg Road, Airdrie. 
- John Dewar & Sons Ltd., Poneil 

3.7 Details are also included regarding more recent significant public health outbreaks in 
Lanarkshire. These include the following - 

Date 

Apr. 2008 

May 2008 

Sept. 
2008 
Nov. 2008 

Dec. 2008 

Apr. 2009 
- on going 

Significant public health incidents and 
outbreaks in Lanarkshire or affecting 
Lanarkshire residents during 
2008/2009. 
Possible rabies in a member of staff at a 
zoo who had mucosal exposure to the 
urine of an Egyptian Fruit Bat. 

Fish deaths at Strathclyde Park, caused 
by algal blooms. 

Tuberculosis diagnosed in a Lanarkshire 
resident who had travelled to Belgium. 
Legionnaires’ disease in patient in 
Hartwoodhill Hospital associated with the 
water system. 
Outbreak of cases of necrotising fasciitis 
in injecting drug users. 

H I  N I  influenza pandemic in 2009-1 0 

Key points, learning points and 
improvements made to plans and 
services 

Increased understanding of the role of 
various agencies in the promotion of animal 
welfare, and of legislation which protects 
animals. Contribution made to the revision 
of national guidance on the prevention and 
management of rabies incidents. 

Increased understanding of the 
microbiology of algal blooms, tests to 
investigate them and the significance of test 
results. Signs were posted advising no 
contact with the water by humans and pets, 
and no fishing. 

Contact tracing and management of all trip 
contacts supported by HPS. 
Review and update of maintenance 
procedures and of Legionella policy. 

Close working between different parts of 
NHS Lanarkshire (health protection, 
physicians, surgeons, microbiologists) and 
with other NHS Boards, HPS, Scottish 
Government, and Strathclyde Police. 

Immediate response made when first cases 
of H l N l v  influenza out with Mexico and 
USA were admitted to Monklands Hospital. 
Comprehensive joint response made by 
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Significant public health incidents and 
outbreaks in Lanarkshire or affecting 
Lanarkshire residents during 
2008/2009. 

Outbreak of anthrax infections in injecting 
drug users. 

Key points, learning points and 
improvements made to plans and 
services 

NHSL, NLC, SLC and other agencies. 
Review of Lanarkshire Pandemic Influenza 
Plan. Collation of learning points arising 
from the reponse made. 
Contributions being made to national paper 
on experience and learning points being 
written by HPS. 

Importance of increased surveillance, 
prompt assessment and early intervention. 
Joint mu I ti-agency working important. 

Reference is made for the need to ensure that there are adequate corporate arrangements in 
regard to the maintenance of knowledge, skills and competencies for staff who have health 
protection duties. 

Finally the Plan also highlights the intention to review and consider the public’s involvement in 
the planning and delivery of health protection services. 

Financial Implications 

There are no financial implications in the report. 

Corporate Considerations 

The recommendations are consistent with policy and there are no personnel, legal or property 
implications in the report. 

Recommendations 

That Committee approve the Lanarkshire Joint Health Protection Plan. 

Agree to North Lanarkshire Council assisting NHS Lanarkshire and/or neighbouring local 
authorities, in the event of a public health emergency, if so requested and subject to available 
resources. 

CRAWFORD MORGAN 
Head of Protective Services 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report please 
contact Gordon Cunningham, Business Regulation Manager on (01236) 61651 1. 

9 


