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1. Purpose 

1 .I The purpose of this report is to inform members of the progress being made in the Local 
Air Quality Management regime and the development of our Air Quality Action Plan 

2. Background 

2.1 Local Authorities in Scotland have a duty to monitor and report on air quality in their area 
under a regime known as Local Air Quality Management. National objectives have been set 
for seven significant pollutants, along with dates for compliance with the objectives. North 
Lanarkshire Council has been monitoring air quality in line with its statutory requirements for 
a number of years and have submitted annual reports to the Scottish Government and the 
Scottish Environment Protection Agency. The Council’s location makes it a prime area for 
commuters to Glasgow, Edinburgh and Stirling, and this, combined with the significant 
amount of private residential housing that has been built in recent years, has resulted in 
significant air quality challenges for North Lanarkshire primarily due to road traffic emissions. 

2.2 As a result of this extensive air quality monitoring and investigation over several years, 
pollution levels exceeding that contained within the 201 0 National Air Quality Objective for 
Particulate Pollution (known as PM1 0) have been identified within four separate geographical 
areas. As a result of these exceedances, North Lanarkshire Council has declared four Air 
Quality Management Areas (AQMAs). The four AQMAs in North Lanarkshire are located at 

0 Motherwell Town Centre; 
0 WhiffleVShawhead (Coatbridge); 
0 Chapelhall, near Airdrie; and 
0 Harthill. 

2.2 As a consequence of declaring these AQMAs the Council has a duty to undertake Further 
Assessment and then subsequently prepare an Air Quality Action Plan outlining how it will 
tackle the air quality problem within the AQMAs. 

2.3 The recently completed Action Plan is based on the framework document produced and 
reported to Committee on 8thSeptember 2006. Following publication of this document, 
extensive stakeholder consultation was undertaken in 2008 and 2009 to encourage 
participation in the development of the Action Plan. 

2.4 An internal workshop was held within North Lanarkshire Council and participants from various 
Council services, neighbouring local authorities, other partner agencies and those 
organisations with business concerns were invited along to raise awareness of air quality and 
to discuss and suggest actions which would improve conditions within our AQMA’s. 
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2.5 

3. 

3.1 

3.2 

3.3 

3.4 

4. 

4.1 

5. 

5.1 

5.2 

Public consultation drew on ideas gained from the internal workshop and questionnaires were 
developed to encourage members of the public to rate the various suggestions made to 
tackle air quality in our AQMA’s. As well as making these questionnaires available in public 
buildings, the councils STANDpoint was placed in a local venue in each AQMA for a week to 
enable local residents to respond electronically. Questions on air quality were also included 
in the Residents’ Survey and Citizens’ Panel. Full details on the outcomes from this 
consultation exercise are contained within the plan. 

Proposals/ Considerations 

The plan sets out 36 actions that have been identified to reduce levels of PMlO within North 
Lanarkshire. The actions are split between Council wide measures that will directly improve 
air quality throughout North Lanarkshire and specific measures within each AQMA which will 
contribute to the management of air quality within that specific area. These actions aim to 
strike an appropriate balance between the direct and indirect costs of taking action and the 
benefits in terms of improved air quality. The types of actions set out in the plan include: 

0 

0 Improving public transport; 
0 Improving the road network; 
0 Planning and development measures; 
0 

0 

0 

Reducing emissions from individual vehicles; 

Reducing emissions from other sources; 
Reducing demand for travel and promoting alternative modes of transport; and 
Educating and informing the public about air quality. 

Because many of the air quality issues within North Lanarkshire arise from motor vehicles, 
every effort has been made to integrate the Air Quality Action Plan with existing local and 
national plans including the Draft Local Transport Plan 2009. 

The plan also provides an evaluation of the actions detailed and the potential they bring to 
addressing air quality within North Lanarkshire. Monitoring and re-evaluation of these actions 
will be the key to the long term success of the action plan. 

Copies of the Air Quality Action Plan have been placed in the Members library. Following 
approval by Members, the plan will be made available on the Council Website. 

Corporate Considerations 

This report and The Air Quality Action Plan has been developed following consultation with 
stakeholders, including officers from Planning and Development and Roads and 
Transportation. The actions contained within the plan will help to inform future planning and 
transportation decisions. Monitoring and re-evaluation of the actions in the plan will be 
conducted periodically. 

Financial Considerations 

There are no financial implications contained within this report. 

However, some of the actions contained within the proposed Action Plan Measures will 
require to be fully costed and funding identified before being deliverable. Future reports will 
consequently be submitted to Committee for approval for any actions which have significant 
financial implications. 

13 



5. Recommendation 

5.1 That Committee note the content of this report 

5.2 Approve the contents of the Council’s Air Quality Action Plan. 

5.3 Note that further reports will be submitted to obtain approval for delivering any of the 
proposed action measures which have significant financial implications and request the 
funding for such measures. 

CRAWFORD MORGAN 
Head of Protective Services 

Local Government Access to Information Act: For further information please contact Andrew 
McPherson, Environmental Health Manager, on 01 236 81 2283. 
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