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Introduction 

This report updates committee on progress with the provision of burial space across North 
Lanarkshire Council. 

Background 

North Lanarkshire Council is required under the terms of the Burial Grounds (Scotland) Act 
1855 to provide facilities for the burial of the dead. 

Committee approved a report on burial space needs in January 2005, which set out an 
outline plan for the short to medium term. A further update report was considered in 
November 2007. Appendix 1 contains an updated schedule of new lair provision. 

The capital programme has funded the development of lair space in past years and it is 
planned that this mechanism be used for future years. 

Present Position 

Appendix 1 shows that long term provision of new lair space is adequate in the north with 
space provided by Kilsyth and Eastfield cemeteries. Significant constraints exist within the 
ground conditions of the site adjacent to Bedlay cemetery. An assessment of alternative 
sites in and around Moodiesburn did not identify any other options; work is progressing with 
a full assessment of the suitability of the land adjacent to Bedlay cemetery. If this indicates 
the ground is suitable for development as a cemetery there will be a need to purchase this 
ground. 

Similarly, there is adequate long term provision in the centre with space provided by New 
Monklands and Coltswood cemeteries. Work has been undertaken to assess the options 
available to extend New Monklands cemetery. 

Lair space is a problem in the south since both Airbles and Bothwellpark cemeteries will 
cease to provide new lairs in the short term although there is adequate long term provision in 
the east due to the development of Benhar cemetery. 

It is anticipated that Airbles cemetery will cease to provide new lairs in Summer 2014 
following the development of the last remaining area of ground. It is anticipated that 
Bothwellpark cemetery will cease to provide new lairs in Autumn 201 3. 

The search for a site(s) suitable to develop as a cemetery to meet the needs of the 
communities of Bellshill and Motherwell has concluded with the site at Bothwellhaugh Road 
the optimum location. A project team has been established to progress this development. 
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Public consultation is underway prior to the submission of a planning application scheduled 
to be made in June. Estimated costings show that a significant investment of f2.5 million is 
required and this will secure sufficient burial space until 2034. 

Financial Posit ion 

Funds have been allocated in the capital programme for the period 2009/10 to 2010/11, 
which will be used to continue ground assessment, carry out design work and to develop the 
required burial space. Application has been made to allocate sufficient funding for 201 1/12 
onwards. 

Recommendations 

That Committee note the progress made with the development of future burial space. 

Note that there will be further reports to committee regarding land requisition 

Head of Land Services 
Local Government Access to Information Act: For members seeking further information on this report, 
please contact Kenneth Wilson, Head of Land Services (0141 304 1846) 
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U 

D 
Investment 
Required to 

Secure 
Timescales listed 

in Column C 

None required 

None required 

(f 000s) 

Appendix 1 

E 
Maxi mum 

Operational Life 
(new lair 

provision) 

Replace men t 
cemetery required 

Cemetery 
extension reauired 

I A B 
Cemetery 

Airbles Cemetery 

C 

Bothwellpark Cemetery 

Current 
Operational 
Life (new lair 

provision) 
without 

Investment 
Summer 201 4 

Cambusnethan Cemetery 

Coltswood Road Cemetery 

Operational 
Life (new lair 

provision) with 
Investment 

- 

IEastfield Cemeterv 

~~~ 

Spring 2018 

Spring 201 1 

Spring 2012 

Spring 2028 

Spring 2030 
Spring 2045 

Summer 2012 

Kilsyth Cemetery 

New Monkland Cemetery* 

Spring 2032 

Autumn 2013 

Spring 2019 

- 

Summer 2016 

St Joseph's Cemetery r 

500 

250 

600 

Spring 2032** 

Replacement 
cemetery required 

Summer 2023 

None required 

None required 
None required 
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 winter 2013 I - 

Spring 2028 

Spring 2030 
Spring 2045 

Summer 2044 

Summer 201 3 -r None required New lairs to be 
provided by New 

Monkland R Cemete 

* adjusted to accommodate lair demand resulting from St Joseph's Cemetery 
** extension to existing cemetery is possible ' 
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