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REPORT 

1. Introduction 

1 . I .  The purpose of this report is to inform members of an approach received from the National 
Rowing Championships of Great Britain, seeking financial support for their event scheduled to 
be held at Strathclyde Country Park Regatta Course in July 201 0. 

2. Background 

2.1 Members will recall that the National Rowing Championships of Great Britain are held once 
every four years at Strathclyde Country Park, and will further recall financial support in the sum 
of f8,000 for the event last held at Strathclyde Country Park in 2006. Members will also recall 
that this event is held at the park once every four years. 

2.2 This event is the most prestigious competitive event on the British Rowing Calendar and 
attracts around 1,700 - 2000 entrants from all over Great Britain to a Regatta which runs over 
three days. A conservative estimate of the spin-off spend into the local North Lanarkshire 
economy is in the order of f 250,000. 

2.3 Members will also note that the staging of this prestigious regatta in Strathclyde Country Park 
enables Scottish based competitors much easier access to participate at GB. level and gain 
invaluable competitive experience. 

2.4 Detailed discussions have been held with the Depute Chairman of the National Rowing 
Championships regarding the forecast shortfall of some f 20k in the 201 0 event budget. 
Possible sponsorship opportunities and other fund-raising arrangements and cost controls 
were discussed, and an undertaking has been given by the organisation to actively pursue 
alternative funding sources to help bridge the funding gap which arises from bringing the 
competition north of the border. They have already received an indication of support from 
Even tSco t la nd . 

3. Proposals 

3.1 Given the prestigious nature of this event, and the Council's previous support, it is proposed 
that financial support for the event is again offered to secure the staging of the event within 
North Lanarkshire, building on the investment in the facilities at Strathclyde Country Park. 

3.2 As in 2006, it is again intended that the organising committee for this Regatta should be 
encouraged to make every effort to seek alternative sources of funding and sponsorship. 

3.3 It is therefore proposed to offer support for the National Championships of Great Britain 
Regatta 2010 in the sum of f5,000, with an additional contribution to match pound for pound 
all alternative sources of funding and sponsorship, up to a maximum total contribution of 
f 10,000. 
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4 Corporate and Financial Considerations 

4.1. This Championship Regatta is of national significance and is in line with the Council's 
endeavours to encourage the staging of major events within North Lanarkshire. 

4.2 The costs that would be charged directly to the organisers by the council for the staging of this 
event within Strathclyde Country Park are estimated to be in the order of f16,000, depending 
on detailed final requirements. 

4.3 The costs of the financial support proposed at 3.3 above would therefore be contained within 
the park's revenue budget for the year 201 0/2011, more than offset by the potential income to 
be generated. 

5 Recommendations 

5.1 That the Committee note the approach of the National Rowing Championships of Great Britain 
to stage their 201 0 Championships in Strathclyde Country Park. 

5.2 That the Committee agree to the granting of the level of financial support as detailed in 
paragraph 3.3 above and in particular the proposal to match fund up to a defined maximum, 
every pound raised from alternative sponsorship and funding sources. 

Head of Land Services 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report please contact 
John Turnbull, Business Manager Countryside & Landscape, on 01698 402070 
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