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Purpose of Report 

This report seeks to update the Partnership and Committee on the progress made on the 
Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan projects and initiatives. 

Background 

The Airdrie Town Centre Action plan was approved by North Lanarkshire Council’s 
Economic Regeneration Committee in March 2005 as a multi-agency and wide ranging 
approach for the regeneration process in Airdrie Town Centre. The following is an update 
on the individual projects contained within the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan which are 
under development or have been recently completed. 

The proposed approach to the development of new Town Centre Action Plans for North 
Lanarkshire’s town centres is currently being revised, with work commencing on the 
Motherwell and Wishaw town centre health checks and action plan reviews as a first phase. 
Work will progress in due course on the frameworks for the Airdrie area, with partnership 
meetings advised as this happens and partners involved accordingly. Further detail on 
proposed phasing and programming of the town centre health checks and action plan 
reviews will be provided at future cycles of the Local Area Partnership. A Town Centre 
Frameworks guidance leaflet has been produced to provide more information on the 
process and is available to download from the North Lanarkshire Council website. 

Project updates 

Airdrie Health Centre 

The build programme for the new Airdrie Community Health Centre on Graham Street 
continues to progress well and the construction work is due to be completed by June 2012. 
Work is currently progressing on the external landscaping work, which involves repaving 
the lane connecting Graham Street with the car park to the rear of the health centre and 
reinstating paved areas taken up during the building construction. New lighting and 
benches will also be installed. Works to construct an additional deck at Hallcraig Street car 
park, which will provide parking for the town centre and for users of the health centre, has 
been completed and the car park has now re-opened to public use. The health centre is 
due to open in July 2012. 

Airdrie Town Centre - streetscape works 

Streetscape works involving replacement of the feature steps by the Royal Bank of Scotland 
on Graham Street, installation of additional handrails and selected paving replacements 
have now been completed. The plant beds next to the retaining wall on Graham Street will 
also be replanted and this is due to be completed by the end of May ‘12. Replacement bins 
have been installed throughout Graham Street, Bank Street and South Bridge Street. 
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A contractor has also been appointed to supply and install three monolith directional 
signs at key locations within the town centre, at Graham Street precinct at the corner of 
Bank Street, on Hallcraig Street close to the main entrance to the car park and Gartlea 
Road across from Coates House. These signs will contain maps of the town centre and 
directional content to main buildings and facilities including the Airdrie Community Health 
Centre and Sir John Wilson Town Hall. The signs will be installed by midJune 2012 and 
will support NHS Lanarkshire’s wayfinding strategy for the health centre. 

The Council’s Roads and Transportation Service have allocated funding towards the 
improvement of Graham Street roadway this financial year. The bedding to the granite 
sett surface has deteriorated due to the higher volumes of traffic, with areas of 
subsidence now evident. Options are currently being considered for resurfacing of the 
roadway. These include re-laying the setts on a more robust mortar bed; or redoing the 
road in tarmac but maintaining the granite sett finish of the parking bays and crossing 
points on more a robust mortar bed. Factors such as quality of finish, cost and level of 
disruption to the town centre will influence the decision on which option is progressed. 

Sir John Wilson Town Hall 

The refurbishment works at Sir John Wilson Town Hall are progressing well and are due to 
be completed in June 2012. To support the building refurbishment works, designs have 
been prepared by North Lanarkshire Council Landscape Services for public realm 
improvements to the front of Sir John Wilson Town Hall and John Smith Pool. A 
floodlighting scheme for the town hall has also been prepared, to highlight key aspects of 
the building, its prominence as a gateway into Airdrie town centre and as a cultural hub for 
the town. Initial enabling works for the lighting scheme will be undertaken at the same time 
as paving and surfacing to the building frontage. There is currently no capital budget 
allocation however to deliver either the floodlighting scheme or the public realm 
improvements within this financial year. 

Former Orr’s department store building 

As has been reported at previous cycles of the Local Area Partnership, the project to 
redevelop the former Orr’s department store building on South Bridge Street has stalled 
due to issues between Clyde Valley Housing Association, owners of the building, and an 
adjacent landowner regarding access for demolition. The Town Centre Regeneration Fund 
allocation to the project subsequently was transferred to the Sir John Wilson Town Hall 
project last year. The Orr’s building remains in the ownership of Clyde Valley Housing 
Association and they are committed to its redevelopment as a medium - long term project. 
In the meantime, the Council and Clyde Valley Housing Association intend to explore 
opportunities for small scale interventions to improve the appearance of the building, to be 
developed in conjunction with local groups in the Airdrie area. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note progress made on the projects and 
initiatives contained within the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan. 
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