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I I I 

I. Introduction 

This report outlines current guidance and best practice across Scotland and outlines a 
plan for securing a set of Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) that will provide access to LNRs 
for communities across North Lanarkshire. 

2. Background 

2.1 In North Lanarkshire there are currently two designated LNRs, Perchy Pond in Wishaw 
and Dumbreck Marsh in Kilsyth. These were designated in 1992 and 1993 respectively. 
Since then no new LNRs have been designated in the area. The current local nature 
reserves have been successful in providing protection for the wildlife of the site and also 
providing an educational resource for local people. Perchy Pond is part of Greenhead 
Moss Community Nature Park and is a focal point for many of the educational and 
conservation activities run there. At Dumbreck Marsh we have run an annual LNR 
celebration for the last four years which has been very successful at bringing people into 
the reserve, both regular users and people who have never visited before. The LNR was 
also the focus of a three year arts project in partnership with local community councils and 
Kilsyth Academy. 

2.2 Local authorities select and designate local nature reserves using their powers under 
section 21 of the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 (as amended). 
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) has published guidance for local authorities on this 
process. This guidance has been used in the development of these proposals. An LNR 
must be wholly within the area of the local authority which designates it. Prior to 
designation, the local authority must own or lease the land or have the formal agreement 
of the owner(s) and must consult with SNH on the designation. 

2.3 SNH has two broad policy objectives for LNRs - 
i) increase awareness of, understanding of, and personal commitment to the natural 
heritage 
ii) enable protection and enhancement of the natural heritage in special locally important 
places 
National guidance outlines four aspects to the role of LNRs, namely their contribution to :- 

0 environmental education 
0 biodiversity 
0 sustainable development 
0 the designations systems. 
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3 

3.1 

3.2 

3.3 

3.4 

3.5 

As our LNRs are designated these objectives and aspects will guide the development of 
their management plans to maximise the benefits to the local community of each reserve. 

Proposed Local Nature Reserve Programme 201 0 - 201 3 

A set of sites has been selected to contribute to the protection of species and habitats 
identified in the North Lanarkshire Biodiversity Action Plan (NLBAP) and to provide a 
network of sites across the area, enabling easy access to an LNR to be enjoyed by a 
majority of our residents. 

These sites are all in council ownership and management and the list of proposed sites 
and their biodiversity interest is as follows: 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Greenhead Moss, Wishaw (existing Perchy Pond LNR) 
large pond, waterfowl, peat bog, birch woodland 
Gartcosh Nature Reserve, Gartcosh 
ponds, flora , great crested newts, dragon flies and damselflies, water vole 
Ravenswood BOQ and Meadow , Cumbernauld 
orchids, flora, ponds, butterflies and bees 
Branchal Moss, Newmains 
peat bog, flora 
Brownsburn, Airdrie 
water vole, flora, raised bog 
Witchwood Ponds, Coatbridge 
ponds , birds, orchids 
Kingshill , Allanton 
butterflies , birds , orchids , flora 
South Calder RiDarian Woodland, Motherwell 
broad leaved woodland, river, flora, bats (Green Link) 
Smithstone/Mosswater Biodiversitv Park, Cumbernauld 
Wetland, ponds, waterbirds, water voles 
Braedale Hill, Newmains 
Wildflowers, moths, butterflies 
Cambusnethan Woods, Wishaw 
Broad leaved woodland, bluebells, bats, 

We propose to designate Gartcosh Nature Reserve, Ravenswood Bog and Meadow and 
Kingshill during 2010/11. These sites all have good infrastructure in place, a basic 
management plan and support from the local community. We aim to designate a further 
three LNRs in 201 1/12, three in 2012/13 and the remaining three in 2013/14. The 
reserves to be designated will be selected each year based on the appropriateness of 
their infrastructure, opportunities to develop community engagement and the development 
of management plans. 

The designation process will require the development of a site statement, management 
plan, map, tenure details and outline costs for management to be submitted to SNH for 
consultation. Best practice recommends that a local management group is set up to 
include the local community if possible. 

Declaration will be executed by public notice with an accompanying map. This will be 
advertised in the appropriate local press, available on the council website and copies of 
the notice lodged at the main council offices. 
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4.1 

4.2 

5 

5.1 

5.2 

Financial Implications 

All the proposed reserves are already in Council management. LNR designation does 
not alter our existing duty to enhance biodiversity in accordance with the Nature 
Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 or our existing commitment to public access. The 
designations will help us to better manage these sites within existing resources and attract 
community support. It will also strengthen applications for grants to make improvements 
to these sites. 

The designation process will involve staff time within Greenspace Services and is in line 
with our commitments to the recently updated North Lanarkshire Biodiversity Action Plan. 

Recommendations 

That the committee approves the proposed programme of Local Nature Reserve 
designations to be taken forward over the next three years. 

That the committee refers the report to the Planning and Environment Committee for 
information 

KENNETH WILSON 
HEAD OF LAND SERVICES 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information on this report, please contact 
Vicky Abernethy, Assistant Business Manager Greenspace Services on 01 236 780636 
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