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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise Members of the outcome of the judging of the North 
Lanarkshireentriestothe201 OBeautifulScotlandAwardsScheme. 

Background 

Following the success of the 2009 entry, Land Services this year co-ordinated the submission 
of 16 entries to the 2010 Beautiful Scotland Awards Scheme, the national initiative organised 
by the Keep Scotland Tidy organisation to promote civic pride and a sense of place for 
communities across the country. 

The decision to enter the scheme for the second year follows continuing investment made by 
the council through the capital programme to address various environmental issues across the 
council area and the refinement of the urban colour programme, including the wildflower 
meadows for biodiversity and the street-scene planters in town centres. 

A major element within the awards scheme is the need to illustrate strong community 
involvement in caring for their local environment. The growing public commitment to various 
community environmental initiatives within North Lanarkshire, including the “Friends of the 
Parks” groups, the Village Committees and many others, were a major factor in the decision to 
submit the specific entries chosen. In addition, the initiative encouraged the entry of more 
than 20no. local community entries in the “It’s your Neighbourhood” category of the national 
awards scheme. Results of that award scheme will be announced at a ceremony to be held 
in the month of November. 

Outcome 

Following the formal submission of portfolios for all the entries in June, and the judging tours 
during the early weeks of August, the results were announced at the annual awards ceremony 
on 22 September, held this year in Glenrothes. 

At the invitation of Beautiful Scotland, the awards event was again attended by a delegation 
from North Lanarkshire representing the community champions from the various entries, 
escorted by 3 officers from Land Services. North Lanarkshire was successful in 16 of the 
entries, and gained a further 2 discretionary awards reflecting good practice in specific areas. 

Of special note this year was the success of Coatbridge in winning the Small City category 
with Silver Gilt Medal, resulting in the nomination as the Scottish representative in this 
category in the 2011 Britain in Bloom Awards. In addition, the allocation of the Scottish 
Natural Heritage sponsored National Biodiversity Award for 2010 to the Greenhead Moss 
project in Wishaw recognises this council’s position at the forefront of best practice in 
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sustainable biodiversity management in Scotland. Shotts E.U Congregational Church Garden 
project also won a Special Endeavour Award this year. 

The appendix to this report details the various awards received by the North Lanarkshire 
entries. 

Recommendation 

That the committee note the continued success of the North Lanarkshire entries to the 2010 
Beautiful Scotland Awards Scheme and congratulates all the community partner organisations 
which played such an important role in the success of this year’s initiative. 

HEAD OF LAND SERVICES 
Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information on this report, please contact 
John Turnbull, Business Manager, Countryside & Landscape on 01 698 402070. 
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Appendix 

Beautiful North Lanarkshire - Beautiful Scotland Awards 2010 - Results. 

Coatbridge took the ‘Best Small City’ title for the second year in a row, progressing to Silver Gilt 
standard in the process, and will now be entered into next year’s UK-wide ‘Britain in Bloom’ campaign 
- that’s a major achievement for a town that’s only been in Beautiful Scotland for two years. 

The Beautiful Scotland judges were full of praise for the area, saying: “Coatbridge is a vibrant, up and 
coming community where numerous groups of different types are becoming involved in a wide range 
of activities. 

“There was strong evidence of local involvement and of continuing development, upgrading and 
upscaling of existing projects. There was a good sense of ownership and pride in their environment 
evident throughout the area and the standard of horticultural display provided a sense of arrival.” 

Silver medals - awarded to communities showing ‘more than one section that demonstrates 
exceptionally high standards’, and which ‘have the potential to progress to Silver Gilt standard’ - this 
year went to Banton, Caldercruix, Glenboig, Airdrie, Cumbernauld, Cumbernauld Village, Kilsyth and 
M ot herwel I .  

Bronze medals, given to communities ‘achieving most of the judging criteria and objectives of the 
competition’, having ‘at least one area of an exceptional standard’ and ‘the potential to progress to 
Silver Medal standard’, went to Overtown, Gartcosh, Plains, Shotts, Wishaw, Condorrat and 
Viewpark. 

Greenhead Moss Community Park took the Scottish National Heritage Biodiversity Award and the EU 
Congregational Church garden in Shotts was given an Award for Special Endeavour. 

Judges’ comments highlighted specific areas of interest or achievement in each locality, but it’s 
evident that they were most impressed by the level of community involvement across the board. 

Phrases like ‘a great feeling of local pride’, ‘a good sense of ownership and pride in their 
environment’, and ‘the commitment shown by the community was commendable’ show just how much 
these awards are about local participation. 

Results for the It’s Your Neighbourhood awards -which are entirely community-led -will be 
announced later this year 

More information about Beautiful Scotland is available from www. beautifulscot1and.org 

Results of the “It’s Your Neighbourhood” Awards will be announced on 27 October. 
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