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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to inform members of an approach received from British Rowing 
and EventScotland, seeking support from the council for a formal competitive bid to FISA (the 
International Rowing Federation) for British Rowing to host the World Rowing Championships 
2015, to be held at the Strathclyde Country Park Regatta Course in the latter part of August of 
that year. 

This report further seeks approval in principle to commit to financial support, both direct and in 
kind, to both the bid process and to the staging of the event following the award of the event 
by FISA. 

Background 

Members will recall the successful staging of similar international rowing championships at 
Strathclyde Country Park over many years, including Commonwealth Regattas in 1986 and 
2006, World Rowing Championships 1996, World Masters in 1988 and 2005, and World 
Rowing Under-23 Championships in 1992 and 2007. 

The Chief Executive has received an approach from the Chief Executive of EventScotland, on 
behalf of the Chairman of British Rowing and the President of Scottish Rowing, seeking the 
support of North Lanarkshire Council for a bid to FISA, (Federation lnternationale de Societies 
d’Aviron) to host the FlSA World Rowing Championships 2015. EventScotland are very 
supportive of the proposal to bid for and stage the championships and look upon it as a 
prestigious international event which fits admirably with their “Scotland - the Perfect Stage” 
strategy to attract World Class sporting and cultural events to the country. They have, in 
principle, committed significant financial support to the bid and the event, as have UK Sport 
under their World Class Events Programme. British Rowing is underwriting the event and is 
committed to leading the bid process and the event itself, when secured. 

The FISA World Rowing Championships is the premier event of the international rowing 
calendar. Held every year except in Olympic year, the Championships mark the culmination 
of the international rowing season and determine the world’s best in each of the 14 Olympic 
boat classes, 8 international events and 5 adaptive boat classes. The World Championships 
in the year before the Olympic Games also serve as the primary Olympic qualification event, 
so the 2015 Championships promise high levels of participation and public interest. The only 
other opportunity to qualify for the Olympics is for the last 2 places in each boat type, in 
Lucerne, a couple of months before the Olympics themselves in Rio de Janeiro 2016. 

This week-long event is held on the most prestigious rowing courses around the world and 
attracts close to 1300 rowers from all five continents. Rowing is a very high profile sport 
internationally and in 2010 the World Championships in Lake Karapiro, New Zealand, 
generated over 126 hours of television programming worldwide to 54 countries and was 

17 



# 

viewed by a TV audience of 103 million. The World Championships held in Munich in 2007, 
the year before the 2008 Olympics in Beijing and therefore the qualification regatta, generated 
even more interest and received 137 hours of television programming that was viewed by a 
global audience of over 181 million. 

2.5 The World Rowing Championships also provides host rowing federations with a valuable 
opportunity to promote the sport of rowing in their own countries, to put to good use their 
existing facilities and to build a legacy for the future. As sport is the fastest growing segment 
of tourism in many countries, a World Rowing Championships enables the host authority to 
showcase its best attributes, engage the local economy, promote sports tourism and 
encourage investment. 

2.6 British Rowing and Scottish Rowing intend to use the event as a catalyst to stimulate a much 
wider initiative in Scotland - including cultural activity before and at the World Rowing 
Championships - in and around Glasgow and Edinburgh. This has yet to be developed and 
conversations are at an early stage. It is anticipated that this wider initiative will result in 
greater economic and social impact and an increase in revenue to the event. 

2.7 The staging of this event at Strathclyde Country Park builds on the council’s social investment 
in jointly staging the Lanarkshire International Children’s Games 201 1, NLC’s selection as the 
European City of Sport 201 1, its support for and selection as the triathlon venue for Glasgow 
2014 and the ongoing programme of international elite triathlon and open water swim events 
over recent years. 

0 The 2006 World Rowing Championships attracted 40,000 spectators over the week with 
10,000 attending the finals weekend (finals just on 2 days). 

0 The 2007 U23 World Championships at Strathclyde attracted 3,500 spectators over the 3 
days. 

0 The 2010 World Championships in New Zealand attracted 55,000 spectators over the 
week. 

0 North Lanarkshire has excellent international travel links with easy access for international 
visitors. 

2.8 The World Rowing Championships 2006 held at Eton Dorney showed a positive economic 
impact of f3.3m on the local economy. It is anticipated that the World Rowing 
Championships in 2015 would generate at least a similar figure with calculations at this stage 
showing a likely economic impact of circa f5.4m. This additional spend in the local economy 
derives from overseas visitors, home supporters (including a large number of schools) 
parents, teams, officials, media, contractors, exhibitors, organising committee and VIPs. 

3. Proposals 

3.1 Given the prestigious nature of this event, the staging of the World Rowing Championships 
2015 would constitute the true fulfilment of the council’s longstanding support for the 
development of rowing at international level and the major investment in the provision and 
maintenance of world class facilities at Strathclyde Country Park. 

3.2 For the bid to be successful it must demonstrate the clear and unequivocal support of the local 
and national government authorities of the host region. 

3.3 It is therefore proposed to offer support in principle for the FlSA World Rowing Championships 
201 5 in the sum of f 1 OOk, with an additional contribution of f 50k value in kind through the use 
of the venue facilities. This would build upon the indicative partnership contributions of f300k 
- Event Scotland, f218k - British Rowing and up to f 1.6m - UK Sport. 

3.4 In addition to the financial contributions noted above it is likely that the bid process may 
require the support of a small number of senior Council representatives to attend a 
presentation to the FlSA Council in Hamburg, Germany on 19 June 201 1 and at the 
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announcement of the award of the championships at the FlSA Congress in Bled, Slovenia on 
5 September 201 1. 

Corporate and Financial Considerations 

This Championship Regatta is of major world class significance and is in line with the Council's 
strategy to encourage the staging of major events within North Lanarkshire. 

Further investigation to resource the direct financial contribution will be required should the bid 
be successful, which will be the subject of a further report to committee. Meantime, the initial 
share of the cost of supporting the bid process, currently estimated to be in the order of f 15k, 
would be contained within existing revenue budget resources. 

Recommendations 

That the Committee agree in principle to support the British Rowing bid for the rights to host 
the FlSA World Rowing Championships 201 5, in partnership with EventScotland, Scottish 
Rowing and UK Sport, all as noted in this report. 

That the Committee agree to await a further report on the outcome of the bid process and on 
the resourcing of the required support from the council should the bid prove to be successful. 

PAUL JUKES 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report please contact 
John Turnbull, Business Manager Countryside & Landscape, on 01698 402070 
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