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In trod uction 

Members will recall a report approved in October 2010 that outlined plans for a set of local 
nature reserves (LNRs) across North Lanarkshire. This report refers to the designation of 
Gartcosh LNR and seeks authority to progress this and the remaining LNR designations. 

Background 

Local authorities select and designate LNRs using their powers under section 21 of the 
National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 (as amended). An LNR must be 
wholly within the area of the local authority which designates it. Prior to designation, the 
local authority must own or lease the land or have the formal agreement of the owner(s) and 
must consult with SNH on the designation. Committee approval was given in October 201 0 
to designate a set of 11 LNRs across North Lanarkshire. 

Progress On Local Nature Reserve Programme 2010 - 2013 

The first site to be progressed is Gartcosh LNR. This reserve protects a nationally significant 
population of great crested newts as well as a range of other protected species including 
otter, water vole and badger. SNH has been consulted on and supports the proposal. 

Declaration of an LNR is executed by subscription by an authorised proper officer and 
affixing of the Common Seal of the Authority. Approval is sought to authorise the Executive 
Director of Environmental Services to sign the Declaration for Gartcosh LNR and for future 
similar declarations, as the programme of LNR designations proceeds. 

Corporate And Financial Implications 

Designation is in line with the council’s theme of enhancing the environment and there are no 
financial implications arising from this report. 

Recommendations 

That the committee agrees to authorise the Executive Director of Environmental Services 
sign the Declaration for Gartcosh LNR and for future similar LNR designations. 
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