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Introduction 

The purpose of this Report is to advise Members of the further completion of woodland 
improvement works on key sites in North Lanarkshire, and to outline plans for future similar 
works. 

Background 

On 3 September 2009, a report to Environmental Services Committee advised on the 
successful implementation of woodland works over 12 key woodland sites in North 
Lanarkshire. This followed successful multiple applications by North Lanarkshire Council to the 
Forestry Commission for Scotland Challenge Fund, “Woodlands in and around Towns” (WIAT) 
thus achieving 75% of costs from FCS. 

On each site this allowed woodland thinning works, new or re-surfaced path networks, removal 
of damage or litter, gates, access controls and benches if required, signage and interpretive 
boards, and welcome engraved boulders or signs as appropriate. 

The September 2009 report also reported the imminent start to five woodland areas again 
funded through WIAT. These were: 

* Colzium -Lennox Estate Woods f79,300 
* Moodiesburn Glen f68,200 
* Strathclyde Park Woods f 37,500 
* Viewpark Glen, Uddingston f 92,600 
* Shields Glen, Motherwell f31,500 

These two latter sites were submitted and approved with the support of Central Scotland 
Forest Trust (CSFT). 

The balance of the funding for the above projects came from match funding through the 
Council’s External Funding Group and from Local Development Partnership funding through 
Regenerat ion Services. 

Current Progress 

The major woodland thinning works and new path works over these five sites are either now 
complete, or should be so by April 201 1. Colzium has in addition been enhanced by an 
attractive wooden arch bridge, refurbishment of Granny’s Mutch, a new Glen walkway, and the 
repair of a stone bridge. Moodiesburn Glen also has a new wooden bridge, and an attractive 
new entrance way from the housing area. 
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Signage and interpretation boards will follow in these areas, while maintenance of these sites 
will continue with WlAT funding for at least another two years. 

Also underway with WlAT support is a detailed survey of all the Council-owned woodlands 
within Cumbernauld, with a view to producing a Management Plan for Cumbernauld Woods. 
This will include results of community consultation in the Cumbernauld areas. The 
Management Plan will be in a final form by June 201 1. 

The Cumbernauld Woods Management Plan will then allow a structured approach to 
managing these woods which are such a feature of the Cumbernauld New Town and it will 
also permit application for further WlAT or other relevant external funding 

Wood Fuel 

A new and positive element in ensuring a long-term future for the sustainability of the Council‘s 
woodlands is the development of the Lanarkshire Wood Energy initiative. The wood fuel depot 
and chipping plant currently being constructed within Strathclyde Park will provide wood chip 
for North Lanarkshire ‘s five existing biomass boilers. This plant will have potential to supply 
additional new installations of biomass boilers in Council properties, with a (relatively) cheap 
and sustainable energy source, with feedstock resources within council control. 

It is planed that the round timber supplies for the wood chipping depot will come directly from 
Council’s own woodlands, starting with the five WlAT woodlands indicated above, then to the 
Cumbernauld Woodlands and other areas. 

One of these areas will be Palacerigg Country Park woods. Although Palacerigg is not eligible 
for WlAT grant, the value of wood chip which will come from the woodland thinnings required 
will be enough to self-finance the woodland management operation. 

At the same time as producing quantities of useful wood for wood chip, the planned 
management of the Council’s woodlands will also continue to provide and secure both their 
biodiversity interest and the enhancement of public access through woodland path networks. 

Corporate And Financial Considerations 

The issues reported on are in line with the environmental improvement theme of the corporate 
plan and are cost neutral to the council. 

Recommendations 

That Members note the continued success of North Lanarkshire in attracting Forestry 
Commission support for managing its woodlands, and the sustainable link being developed 
between appropriate management of the woodlands and the provision of fuel supplies for 
wood fuel boilers in Council properties. 

KENNETH WILSON 
HEAD OF LAND SERVICES 
Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information on this report, please contact 
Brian Thomson, Assistant Business Manager Greenspace Development Services, on 01 236 780636 
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