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Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to seek approval for the tender process for the maintenance and 
technical support of air quality monitoring equipment in North Lanarkshire, and also for Air 
Quality support for North Lanarkshire Council. 

Background 

North Lanarkshire Council applies annually for a ring-fenced Capital Grant from the Scottish 
Government in order to carry out work associated with the Council’s Air Quality Management 
Areas (AQMAs) and in fulfilment of its statutory responsibilities under the Local Air Quality 
Management process. The future of this annual grant is not secured and generally North 
Lanarkshire Council’s grant allocation has been in the region of €1 00,000. Of this amount, 
approximately €40,000 per annum is generally spent on the monitoring equipment, and 
approximately €30,000 per annum is spent on air quality support work. 

To fulfil the Council’s statutory air sampling obligations, a number of sophisticated automatic 
continuous air quality monitors have been purchased over the years. For these to operate 
efficiently and effectively they require to be serviced and maintained in a competent manner, by 
appropriately qualified individuals. 

Air quality support is necessary to assist the Council fulfilling its statutory duties in terms of the 
preparation and publication of reports and studies in relation to air quality in North Lanarkshire. 
Whilst every attempt in is made to retain as much work relevant to air quality using existing 
internal staffing resources, significant and diverse expertise is required in matters relevant to air 
quality. The Council does not have the expertise within these areas and to employ individuals 
with the necessary knowledge and experience within these disciplines would be significantly 
more expensive. 

Proposals/Considerat ions 

Although the future of the Government Grant for air quality monitoring cannot be assured, 
Protective Services will continue to apply for the appropriate funding on a yearly basis. With our 
continued commitments to monitoring and reporting on air quality within our Air Quality 
Management Areas (AQMAs), the appropriate maintenance and technical support for our air 
monitoring equipment will continue to be necessary over the 3 year term of the proposed tender 
period. Similarly, air quality support will continue to be required throughout the 3 year term of 
the proposed tender period. 

Corporate considerations 

The continued funding for air quality monitoring and support is critical to the delivery 
of the Council’s Air Quality Action Plan measures. 
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5. Recommendations 

5.1 That the Environmental Services Committee approves a restricted tender process for the 
provision of maintenance and technical support for the Council’s air quality monitoring 
equipment, and separately, for the provision of air quality support for the Council. 

CRAWFORD MORGAN 
HEAD OF PROTECTIVE SERVICES 
Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report please contact 

Andrew McPherson on 01236 638575 
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