
AGENDA ITEM No, ...... !&.. 

EXCERPT OF MINUTE OF MEETING OF PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE HELD 
ON 28 JUNE 2012 

ALL SAINTS AND ROCHSOLLOCH PRIMARY SCHOOLS - COMMUNITY PATH PROPOSAL 

12. With reference to paragraph 19 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 16 February 
201 2 whereby consideration of the petition requesting the re-instatement of a right of way on the north 
east side of the new playing field at the joint campus, Rochsolloch and All Saints Primary Schools, 
Airdrie was continued pending the submission of a report by the Executive Director of Environmental 
Services to a future meeting of this Committee, there was submitted a report dated 28 June 2012 by 
the Head of Planning and Development (1) advising of a proposal to support local community 
organisations from the south Airdrie area in securing external funding to provide a footpath adjacent to 
the recently completed All Saints and Rochsolloch Primary School; (2) outlining the background 
relative thereto; (3) summarising a number of issues associated with a right of way in the area; (4) 
providing details in relation to the current development and the next stage in the process; (5) seeking 
approval to proceed to the next phase of the development as detailed therein, and (6) recommending 
(a) that the work undertaken to date by Environmental Services and the Chief Executive’s Office to 
address the concerns raised by community organisations and individuals regarding the loss of the 
right of way through Brownsburn Community Park as a result of the development of the new All Saints 
and Rochsolloch Primary Schools joint campus be noted; (b) that the report be referred to the Airdrie 
Local Area Partnership and Area Committee for its information; (c) that the ongoing feasibility work in 
terms of path design, the identification of potential funding sources and liaison with Monkland Glen 
Community Council and Scotways be approved; (d) that further reports detailing progress be 
submitted to a future meeting of this Committee, and (e) that in the interim, (A) a letter providing an 
updated position should be sent to the individuals and community organisations who originally 
expressed their objection to the loss of the right of way, and (B) that the petitioners be advised 
accordingly. 

Decided: 

(1) that the work undertaken to date by Environmental Services and the Chief Executive’s Office 
to address the concerns raised by community organisations and individuals regarding the loss 
of the right of way through Brownsburn Community Park as a result of the development of the 
new All Saints and Rochsolloch Primary Schools joint campus be noted; 

(2) that the report be referred to the Airdrie Local Area Partnership and Area Committee for its 
information; 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

that ongoing feasibility work in terms of path design, the identification of potential funding 
sources and liaison with Monkland Glen Community Council and Scotways be approved; 

that a further report detailing progress be submitted to future meetings of this Committee, and 

that in the interim (a) a letter providing an updated position should be sent to the individuals 
and community organisations who originally expressed their objection to the loss of right of 
way, and (b) the petitioners be advised accordingly. 
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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to advise the Planning and Transportation Committee of a proposal to 
support a local community organisation(s) from the South Airdrie area in securing external funding 
to provide a footpath adjacent to the recently completed All Saints and Rochsolloch Primary 
Schools and to seek Committee approval to proceed to the next phases of development. The 
proposal will also address the petition previously brought to this Committee’s attention at its 
meeting on 16 February 2012 regarding the loss of a former Right of Way through Brownsburn as 
a consequence of the development of the new primary schools. 

Background 

All Saints and Rochsolloch Primary Schools were completed recently as part of the Council’s 
Schools and Centres 21 Programme. The joint campus replaces the former Alexandra and 
Rochsolloch Primary Schools and in the main serves the Caimhill and Coatdyke areas of Airdrie. 
The new schools opened to pupils week beginning 26 March 2012 with the official opening planned 
for 12’h and 14m June. 

The new joint campus has been built to t h  north of Brownsbum, on land south of Cairnhill and 
Bellsdyke Roads and in the open space dip between Caimhill and Gartlea. Planning permission for 
the campus was approved by this Committee at its meeting on 15 September 2010 subject to, inter 
alia, the submission and subsequent written approval by the Planning Authority of a scheme of 
preparatory earthworks, landscaping, cyclewaydfootpaths. 

At a subsequent meeting on 16 February 2012, this Committee received a petition from residents 
of Cairnhill, Gartlea and Brownsburn alleging that a Right of Way had existed on the north east 
side of the football pitch at the new schools’ campus and requesting its reinstatement. The 
Committee agreed to continue consideration of this matter pending submission of a report to a 
future meeting. 

Issues Associated with the Right of Way 

The Council had previously been made aware of concern by some members of the local 
community about the loss of a possible Right of Way through the site as a consequence of the new 
campus’s construction through a series of letters sent directly to the Chief Executive. In addition, 
Scotways, (the Scottish Rights of Way and Access Society), in a letter to the Chief Executive dated 
20 December 2011, advised that the new campus did indeed delete Right of Way Slvl 25. 
Scotways continued by highlighting that an early version of the proposed plans had shown a 
replacement to the Right of Way along the eastern side of the football pitch and this had been 
acceptable to them, however, the final planning permission did not include this path. 

In accordance with this Committee’s decision of 15 September 2010 and the subsequent Planning 
Authority’s approval of the proposed cycle and footpaths network around the site, the following 
cycle ways and footpaths have been provided: 

- 



0 National Cycle Route 75 (NCR 75) 
The route of NCR 75 has been amended slightly to pass along the west side of the new 
schools’ campus. This is close to the previous route of this recognised link, before a more 
recent path was installed centrally within the site. The new route has also been upgraded to 
ensure that it is DDA compliant with some works to the gradient, path width and surfacing. It 
is acknowledged that this is different to the link previously in situ, however, the planning 
assessment concluded that the wider benefits of the scheme and the retention of the link 
(and it’s upgrading) was acceptable 

0 South to North links 
A new path along the north of the site, running generally parallel to Cairnhill Road, links NCR 
75 with Bellsdyke Road. This maintains south to north links and provides access to Airdrie 
town centre. The existing footpath from Bellsdyke Road up to Gartlea has also been 
upgraded. 

0 South to East Links 
Access to the eastern side of Airdrie town centre was also recognised as being important to 
local residents and an extension spur from the existing Brownsburn Community Park path to 
Mossview Crescent, Gartlea has been provided. 

3.3 Subsequent discussion with both Scotways and one of the original objectors, Monkland Glen 
Community Council has identified, however, that the local community would prefer to see a more 
direct and natural footpath route, similar to the original Right of Way, retained within the site in 
addition to the routes described above. 

3.4 Accordingly, at the suggestion of Scotways, discussion is now ongoing with Monkland Glen 
Community Council to investigate the feasibility of either the Community Council, or a similar 
existing or new community organisation, being supported by the Council to secure external funding 
to provide an equivalent footpath to the former Right of Way running from Brownsburn Community 
Park in the south and adjacent to the eastern side of the campus’s football pitch to connect with the 
new path at the eastern side entrance to the primary school. 

4. Current Developments and Next Steps 

4.1 A preferred route has been identified and early indications, based on similar footpath construction 
work undertaken in other areas suggest that the total cost will be in the region of some f26,OOO to 
f30,OOO. The final estimate will depend upon the level of ground excavation and retention works 
that will be required to the steep banking which runs adjacent to the site at the eastern footpath 
entrance to the schools’ campus. Roads and Transportation Sewices are currently preparing a 
path design to inform the development of detailed costing and job specification. 

4.2 The land adjacent to the campus, which would be required for the path, sits within Planning and 
Development portfolio. Currently no fomal application has been made, or agreement reached by 
the Council giving consent for the land to be used in this way should the applicant community 
organisation be successful in securing external funding. The extent of the ground excavation works 
required will inform the next steps in terms of planning consent. 

4.3 Likewise, the wider community including the All Saints and Rochsolloch Primary School Councils, 
PTAs and the other community organisations and individuals who initially expressed objections, 
have not been consulted on their support for this proposal. 

4.4 In order to allow this project to progress to the next stage of development, and subject to the 
agreement of this Committee, it is therefore suggested that the following steps should be 
undertaken: 



i) Communication with the wider community, both directly through contacting those individuals 
and community organisations which have previously expressed their concern at the loss of 
the Right of Way, and more generally through the Airdrie Local Area Partnership and 
Community Forum, to advise them of the proposal. This would also include the named 
contact person provided with the petition considered by this Committee on 16 February 
2012. 

ii) The relevant Council services should continue with the feasibility work which is already 
underway including path design and the identification of potential funding routes or other 
sources of support or assistance. Further progress reports, including those where a formal 
decision is required by the Council, will be submitted to this Committee and other relevant 
Council Committees as appropriate. 

5. Recommendation 

5.1 The Planning and Transportation Committee is requested to: 

i> Note the work undertaken to date by Environmental Services and the Chief Executive’s 
Off ice to address the concerns raised by community organisations and individuals 
regarding the loss of the Right of Way through Brownsburn Community Park as a result of 
the development of the new All Saints and Rochsolloch Primary Schools’ joint campus 
and previously brought to the attention of this Committee via the petition considered at the 
meeting of 16 February 201 2; 

i i) Remit this report to the Airdrie Local Area Partnership for their information; 

iii) Agree that ongoing feasibility work in terms of path design, the identification of potential 
funding sources and liaison with Monkland Glen Community Council and Scotways 
should continue in the interim; 

iv) Note that further progress reports be brought to this Committee at future meetings; and 

v) Agree that, in the interim, a letter providing this updated position should be sent to the 
individuals and community organisations who originally expressed their objection to the 
loss of the Right of Way, including, by way of the named contact, the signatories to the 
petition considered by this Committee on 16 February 2012. 

SHIRLEY LINTON 
HEAD OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

Local Government Access to Information Act: For further information please contact Shirley Linton, Head 
of Planning & Development (01236 632650). 


