
I AdENDA ITEM No.,* .--..... -- 

To: ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

From: HEAD OF LAND SERVICES 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject: ADOPTION OF NORTH 
LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL’S CORE 
PATHS PLAN 

REPORT 

To: ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

From: HEAD OF LAND SERVICES 

Subject: ADOPTION OF NORTH 
LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL’S CORE 
PATHS PLAN 

Date: 18 OCTOBER 201 1 

1. 

1.1 

2. 

2.1 

3. 

3.1 

3.2 

3.3 

4. 

4.1 

4.2 

5. 

5.1 

Ref: KWNA 

This report is for information only. The purpose of this report is to advise Members of the 
progress of the core path planning process since the last report in February 2009 and to 
inform members that the Core Paths Plan will now be adopted in line with the 
recommendations set out in the Inquiry Report received from the Scottish Ministers dated 31 
January 201 1. 

Introduction 

Part One of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 came into force on the 9’h February 2005 
creating a new right to responsible access to most areas of land and inland water within 
Scotland. The Act places 7 new duties upon the Council and gives it 12 new powers to enforce 
and regulate these duties. 

Background 

Section 17 of the Act places a duty on local authorities to produce a plan of a system of Core 
Paths within 3 years of the Act coming into effect, “sufficient for the purpose of providing 
reasonable access throughout their area”. 

Section 18 sets out procedures for publicising and promoting the formal consultation of the 
Draft Core Paths Plan; resolving objections and adopting the finalised Plan. 

The Environmental Services Committee approved the resolution of objections and progression 
of the Plan in line with the procedures set out in Section 18 of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 
2003 on 25 February 2009. 

Resolution of Objections 

Following the resolution period for objections during May and June 2009, a total of six 
objections were not formally withdrawn. These outstanding objections were passed to the 
Reporters Office of the Rural and Environment Directorate at the Scottish Government on 1 
July 201 0. 

A reporter was appointed on 13 August 2010 to conduct an inquiry into the unresolved 
objections, which were dealt with via written submissions. The Report to Scottish Ministers 
into the objections was dated 31 January 201 1 and was received by North Lanarkshire Council 
on 1 April 201 1. 

Adoption of the Core Paths Plan 

Scottish Ministers agreed with the conclusions of the reporter and North Lanarkshire Council 
are directed to adopt the Core Paths Plan, in line with the recommendations in the Inquiry 
Report. 
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The Council must now give public notice confirming the adoption of the finalised Plan and 
make it available for public inspection and send a copy of it to Ministers. The Plan will then be 
periodically reviewed or amended at the Council’s discretion or when it is instructed to do so 
by Ministers. 

Once adopted, copies of the Core Paths Plan will be made available for public inspection at 
the five main Council offices and will also be available for sale at a reasonable price. 
Information on the Core Path Network will be available on the Greenspace Development 
pages of the Council’s website. 

Following adoption of the Plan, the Council may do anything which it considers appropriate for 
the purposes of maintaining and keeping a Core Path free from obstruction or encroachment 
and providing signage. 

Core Paths in Context 

Core Paths are a vital tool in promoting access and reducing the potential for conflicts between 
access takers and land managers. The Core Path Network will satisfy the basic needs of local 
people and visitors for recreation and getting out and about in North Lanarkshire. The network 
will coexist, link into and support a wider network of paths and other areas of land and inland 
water over which access rights are exercisable. 

Core Paths are a key part of outdoor access provision, guided by public policy objectives for 
health, recreation, sustainable transport, tourism and local economic development. The 
Council’s Outdoor Access Strategy will be reviewed following the adoption of the Core Paths 
Plan to reflect the impact it will make on Council priorities with reference to these themes. 

Financial Implications 

The cost of promoting and publicising the adoption of the Core Paths Plan will be absorbed 
within the existing Environmental Services budget. 

Indicative costs relating to establishing and maintaining the Core Path Network were outlined 
in a report to this committee in June 2007. 

Recommendations 

That the committee note the direction of the Scottish Ministers, following the findings of the 
Inquiry Report of 31 January and note the Councils intention to adopt the Core Paths Plan and 
publicise it in line with previous reports. 

KENNETH WILSON 
HEAD OF LAND SERVICES 
Local Government Access to Information Act: For further information please contact Vicky Abernethy 
01236780636 
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