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lntroduct ion 

The report outlines results from this year’s North Lanarkshire Beautiful Campaign in relation to 
participating communities throughout North Lanarkshire 

Background 

This year 201 1 has been the third and best year of success for Awards in the North Lanarkshire 
Beautiful Campaign, which allows local communities to put their areas forward for consideration 
for national judging, organised through Keep Scotland Beautiful. 

It has been the aim of North Lanarkshire Council from the start to encourage community groups 
to be as heavily involved and committed to the process as they can be, thus encouraging a 
sense of local pride and ownership. This process has developed well in that of the 12 
communities in the Scheme this year at least 8 of them are highly organised and competent in 
putting in and delivering excellent outcomes. 

The categories which are reviewed and judged are principally: 

0 Horticultural achievement - use of colour, display, interpretation 

0 Environmental responsibility - includes biodiversity, green recycling, etc 

0 Community participation - schools, community groups and businesses 

On account of the Silver Gilt medal won by Coatbridge in 2010, it was thereby entitled to be 
entered in the UK Royal Horticultural Society “Britain in Bloom” in 201 1. 

An off-shoot of the Campaign is the ”It’s your Neighbourhood” Awards in which local community 
groups and organisations are encouraged to enter. 

Award Results for beautiful North Lanarkshire 201 1 

Beautiful Scotland - Main Campaian 

The authority/local community groups were successful in the following award categories:- 

0 10 Silver medals for Motherwell, Airdrie (best small city) Cumbernauld, Cumbernauld Village, 
Glenboig, Caldercruix, Condorrat, with Plains, Wishaw and Shotts increasing from Bronze to 
Silver. 

0 2 Bronze medals for Gartcosh & Overtown 



0 4 Discretionary awards were given to the following: 
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David Welsh award for Something Special to Condorrat for their Main Street 
memorial 
Zero Waste Scotland award for recycling to Plains for their new community allotment 
Jim Murdie Permanent Landscape Award to Wishaw 
Special Endeavour Award to Craigneuk Allotments Airdrie 

Its Your Neiqhbourhood Awards (IYA) 

Under the ‘Its Your Neighbourhood Awards’ scheme, the following was awarded:- 

0 8 Outstanding awards for Chapelhall Allotments, Condorrat Tenants & Residents, Craigneuk 
Allotments, Friends of Westend & Centenary park, Glenboig Neighbourhood House, Friends 
of Greenhead Moss, Thornlie Primary School, and Friends of Cumbernauld Community 
Park. 

In total 30 awards under the ‘Its Your Neighbourhood Award’ category were received by the 
authority. 

RHS Britain In Bloom 

Coatbridge was successful in obtaining in RHS Britain in Bloom national award Bronze Medal 
for Coatbridge and was also nominated for best sustainable landscape. 

The report commented “It was clear to the judges that, despite the awful weather, Britain in 
Bloom has a strong, positive future in Coatbridge. We had the company of Cllr. Helen 
McKenna, Convenor of Environment Services, throughout the tour, supporting Keith Vernon 
from Landscape Section of North Lanarkshire Council. We were also pleased to note the 
support of Elaine Smith MSP for all your endeavours. The regeneration activities taking place 
throughout the town, but in particular at the Canal Basin, are commendable, as are your 
developing partnerships with the community.” 

They also provided useful pointers to achieve further success in future. 

Conclusion 

In all 47 awards were won this year by local communities and groups within North Lanarkshire 
as a result of their participation in the Beautiful North Lanarkshire campaign. That makes 201 1 
the most successful year for Awards to date. 

What is less quantifiable but equally significant, and this has been observed by both Council 
staff and by the judges, is the now high degree of engagement and capacity being exhibited by 
so many of the North Lanarkshire communities. While Council staff can be there to assist when 
required, the communities are showing an admirable and growing sense of competence and 
empowerment within the process. 

Recommendations 

That the committee notes the success achieved by North Lanarkshire communities and groups 
involved in this national scheme. 

KENNETH WILSON 
HEAD OF LAND SERVICES 
Local Government Access to Information Act: For further information please contact Brian Thomson, 
Assistant Business Manager, Greenspace Devel 54nent. 01 236 780636. 


