
AdENDA ITEM No. -.zE-.l9 
EXCERPT OF MINUTE OF MEETING OF PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE HELD 
ON 20 JULY2011 

FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 2009 - FLOODING IN SCOTLAND: A 
CONSULTATION ON POTENTIALLY VULNERABLE AREAS AND LOCAL PLAN DISTRICTS 

12. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 20 July 201 1 by the Head of Roads and 
Transportation (1) seeking approval of the response to the consultation paper entitled “Flooding in 
Scotland: A Consultation on Potentially Vulnerable Areas and Local Plan Districts” as contained within 
the Appendix to the report; (2) detailing the background relative thereto, and (3) outlining the financial 
and corporate considerations for the Council. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Head of Roads and Transportation be authorised to forward a response to the 
consultation paper entitled “Flooding in Scotland: A Consultation on Potentially Vulnerable 
Areas and Local Plan Districts”, as contained within the Appendix to the report, and 

(2) that the report be remitted to the Environmental Services and Policy and Resources 
Committees for their interests. 
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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to inform Committee of a consultation paper 'Flooding in Scotland: 
A Consultation on Potentially Vulnerable Areas and Local Plan Districts and to seek approval of 
the attached response to this consultation. 

Background 

The Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009 was introduced in recognition that the 
previous legislation was outdated. The new legislation recognises that it is impossible to 
completely prevent flooding and that the way forward is to manage the risk of flooding. 

A change in approach is necessary to address the impacts of flooding and climate change as 
the Scottish Government considers that in the long term continual upgrading of sewerage 
infrastructure, by creating ever larger pipes and subsurface storage, would be prohibitively 
expensive. The importance of climate change and increased risk of flooding has been 
highlighted in a previous report to Committee. Scotland is already feeling the effects of climate 
change. Winter storms have doubled in frequency in the UK over the last 50 years with parts of 
Scotland experiencing dramatically increased rainfall in the winter months. In future Scotland is 
predicted to experience more extreme weather with warmer wetter winters potentially placing 
additional pressures on flood defences and drainage systems. 

The legislation also implements the requirements of the EC Floods Directive and creates a new 
framework for the assessment and management of flood risk. The new legislation takes a 
catchment approach and establishes flood risk management planning over six year cycles 
resulting in regular national and local flood risk management plans. Local flood risk 
management plans are to be prepared in co-operation with neighbouring local authorities. 

This consultation presents a National Flood Risk Assessment for Scotland which has been used 
to identify Potentially Vulnerable Areas as required by the Act. It is important to recognise that 
the Potentially Vulnerable Area maps are not inundation maps nor are all properties within the 
catchments identified as potentially vulnerable at threat from flooding. 

Proposal 

The consultation asks six questions relating to a proposed significance threshold for flood 
impacts, relevance of Potentially Vulnerable Areas, the proposed Local Plan Districts and 
establishment of local advisory groups. 

A copy of the consultation has been placed in the Member's Library. 

The proposed response to the consultation is attached. 

I101 



4. 

4.1 

4.2 

4.3 

4.4 

4.5 

5. 

5.1 

6. 

3.1 

Financial Considerations 

There are no financial implications arising from this report which seeks approval only to respond 
to the consultation. 

There may however be financial implications for the Council in the future as the flood risk 
management planning develops over the planning cycles. The scope of the costs associated 
with implementation cannot be determined yet as it is dependent on the outcome of future 
assessment by the Scottish Environmental Protection Agency and prioritisation of flood risk 
management in the areas of greatest need on a national basis. 

Members will be aware of the previous report of 27 January 2010 on the Council’s statutory 
duties under the Flood Prevention (Scotland) Act 1961. The Council currently allocates f l m  
annually to mitigate the risk of internal fioodinq to homes and businesses which is the priority for 
the Council. The current allocation is required in full to meet the demands of this priority. 

The new Act also places a statutory duty on local authorities to co-operate and co-ordinate 
exercise of Council functions with other local authorities and other responsible authorities. 

Capital and revenue funding for flood risk management is included in the overall block grant 
settlement to the Council as there is no longer any separate central government grant aided 
capital funding. Future capital funding for flood risk management will be driven by the outcome 
of the flood risk management planning process and ’local’ flood risk management plans that 
have to be prepared on a six-yearly cycle. 

Corporate Considerations 

The Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009 gives flooding the same status as the 
provision of other core services provided by local authorities such as education and social work 
services. It imposes a duty on local authorities to reduce the overall flood risk by exercising its 
flood related functions. Flood risk management therefore cuts across service functions and 
requires all services to take flooding seriously by managing their assets to minimise the risk of 
flooding. The requirements of the Act cannot be met by a single Service. Housing & Social 
Works Services, Environmental Services and Learning & Leisure Services each have a part to 
play in delivering the requirements of the Act. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that Committee 

a) Notes the significance of the Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009 

b) Approves the attached response (see appendix) to this report. 

c) Remits this report to the Environmental Services Committee and Policy and Resources 
Committee for information. 

GRAHAM MACKAY 
HEAD OF ROADS AND TRANSPORTATION 
Local Government Access to information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
David Miller on 01 236 61 81 12 11 02 



Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009 

Flooding in Scotland: A consultation on Potentially Vulnerable Areas and 
Local Plan Districts 

Question 1 

Do you support the setting of a significance threshold that will capture the majority of flood impacts 
and subsequent action in a comprehensive planning system (i.e. based around the ‘Medium’ risk 
I eve I)? 

We agree that since a proportionate response is necessary due to limited resources the 
proposal to recommend a significance threshold based on the ‘Medium’ risk level does not 
seem unreasonable. 

Question 2 
Are there areas identified as Potentially Vulnerable Areas following this assessment that you believe 
should not be designated as at significant risk of flooding? 

Given that the assessment considers not only the risk of flooding now but also the potential 
risk in the future we consider that the catchments identified as Potentially Vulnerable Areas 
from the National Flood Risk Assessment are not unreasonable. 

Question 3 
Are there areas NOT identified as Potentially Vulnerable Areas following this assessment that you 
believe should be designated as at significant risk of flooding? 

We consider that any urbanised area is potentially vulnerable to pluvial or sewer flooding 
particularly when considered against the forecast changes in rainfall pattern. However we 
recognise that not every area will fall into the Medium or higher risk category. 

Question 4 
Do you agree that the amendments made to the boundaries of the Local Plan Districts are an 
appropriate response to the consultation exercise held in 2010? If not, what changes would you 
suggest and why? 

We have no objection to the proposed boundaries in so far as they affect North Lanarkshire. 

Question 5 
Do you agree with the broad remit, membership and procedure of the local advisory groups? 

We have no objection to the broad remit, membership and procedure of the local advisory 
groups as proposed. 

Question 6 
Do you support the use of the Area Advisory Group boundaries established under the Water 
Framework Directive as the basis for establishing local advisory groups as required in section 50 of 
the Flood Act? 

In so far as North Lanarkshire is concerned we have no objection in principle to the Clyde 
Area Advisory Group being used as the basis of establishing local advisory groups as 
required by section 50 of the Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009, provided that the 
appropriate personnel involved in flood risk management are invited to the group. 

If not, what alternative arrangements would you suggest and why 
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