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Purpose of Report 

To advise members on the revocation of the Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) at Hirst 
Road, Harthill, within North Lanarkshire. 

Background 

The Environment Act 1995 requires Scottish Local Authorities to regularly review air quality 
within their areas under a process known as Local Air Quality Management. 

Further to this Act, the Air Quality (Scotland) Regulations 2000 and Amendment Regulations 
2002 prescribe air quality objectives for seven pollutants deemed to be the most prejudicial to 
health, namely - Benzene, Il3-Butadiene, Carbon Monoxide, Lead, Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2), 
Particulates (PMlo) and Sulphur Dioxide (SO2). Dates have also been set for compliance with 
these objectives. 

This process of Local Air Quality Management has been ongoing for a number of years now, 
and as time has progressed the objectives for the specific pollutants have become increasingly 
stringent. Continued monitoring in North Lanarkshire has identified six areas of exceedance of 
the 2010 Annual Mean objective for PMlo (particulate pollution) and this has led over a period of 
several years to the declaration of six Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) in Whifflet 
Coatbridge, Chapelhall, Motherwell Town Centre, Harthill, Moodiesburn and Croy. 

Further to the declaration of the AQMAs, the Council has a statutory responsibility to continue 
monitoring air quality within the AQMA and also to prepare and publish an Air Quality Action 
Plan. This is a document which details measures the Council pledges to consider in order to 
improve air quality within the AQMAs. 

Proposals / Considerations 

Air quality monitoring results from the Council’s air quality monitoring equipment at the Harthill 
AQMA has indicated over recent years that annual average levels of PMlo in the AQMA now 
comply with the statutory national air quality objective for this pollutant. As a result of monitoring 
results indicating this decrease, a more detailed study, including dispersion modelling was 
carried out for the Harthill AQMA. This document, termed a Detailed Assessment, was 
subsequently submitted to the Scottish Government and Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency (SEPA) as evidence that the AQMA Order can now be revoked. 

The Scottish Government and SEPA have now responded, advising that the Harthill AQMA 
Order can now be revoked. This is the first AQMA to be revoked in Scotland. 



3.3 A map outlining the area included within the Harthill AQMA, as well as a written description of 
the area is included as Appendix A to this report. This information will also be placed in the 
Member’s Library. 

3.4 A consultation exercise has been undertaken in respect of the AQMA revocation. This involved 
adverts in the local press and Edinburgh Gazette, advising on the Council’s intention to revoke 
the AQMAs and providing details on how interested parties may make representation. In 
addition to this, statutory consultees and relevant Council Departments were also notified. This 
consultation period has now been completed and no adverse comments were received. 

4. Corporate Considerations 

4.1 This report has been discussed with the Planning and Development, Roads and Transportation 
and Legal Services in relation to any potential impact the revocation of the Harthill AQMA may 
have on their services. 

5. Recommendations 

5.1 That members note the contents of this report. 

5.2 That members endorse the revocation of the Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) at Harthill. 

C MORGAN 
HEAD OF PROTECTIVE SERVICES 
Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Andrew McPherson, Environmental Health Manager on 01 236 638575 



Appendix A 

Harthill AQMA Descriptor 

Boundary of AQMA runs adjacent to south side of M8 from 50m NE of Bankhead cottage 
heading west for 1.3km to 70m NW settlement at Arden Blair. 

Boundary then runs south for approx 250m to the southside of Hirst Road (B 7066). 

Boundary turns NE for approx 400m along Hirst Road. 

Boundary then runs SE for approx 250m until it reaches track which runs NE and 
continues approx 800m NE along southern perimeter of Tam’s Loup Quarry. 

Boundary then heads NE crossing Hirst Road encompassing Bankhead cottage to meet 
with starting point on southside of M8. 




