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Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to address a funding gap of f72,000 that exists between the 
budget held for payments to Citizens Advice Bureaux and the actual level of payments made 
to these organisations. This report seeks approval to cease funding for a money advice 
service to be provided by Bellshill CAB, and for a virement within the Trading Standards 
budget. 

Background 

The Trading Standards Service within Environmental Services is responsible for providing 
funding and monitoring the levels of service provided by the five independent Citizens Advice 
Bureaux (CABx) operating within North Lanarkshire. The funding is made up of two 
components; core funding to cover staff salaries and office costs etc, and money advice 
funding for the provision of a debt advice service within each bureau. The level of core funding 
is specific to each CAB and is based on historic amounts, ranging from f36,000 to f93,000 
annually. Each bureau also receives additional funding each year for money advice, which in 
2011/12 was f31,350 for each organisation. In line with the previously agreed Council 
decision, this will be further reduced by 4% in 2012113 to f30,096. 

The review of payments to external agencies carried out last year identified a number of 
savings that were agreed by the Council in December 2010. For the CABx a budget saving of 
f99,000 was agreed and proposed to be delivered by reducing the level of funding to bureaux. 
Subsequently, all grant programmes for 201 1/12 were approved by Policy & Resources 
Committee on 9 February 201 1 which limited the reduction in actual payments to CABx to 5% 
of their current funding, a reduction of f27,OOO. Consequently, a funding gap arose of 
f72,OOO. 

For financial year 2011/2012 this funding gap was met by a transfer of budget from Chief 
Executives. This transfer was for one year only. Consequently, a more permanent solution to 
this budget shortfall will be required for 2012/2013 which is detailed in this report. 

Proposal 

A number of options for dealing with the f72,000 budget shortfall in funding for the CABx 
grants in 2012113 have been considered. The option recommended would require the 
following measures to be taken:- 
Cease payments to Bellshill Citizens Advice 
Bureau for money advice 
Balance from Trading Standards Budget 

f 30,096 
f41,904 
f 72,000 



* -  

3.2 The close proximity of the Council’s own money advice centre in Bellshill town centre will 
mitigate the impact of this proposal for users of the Bellshill CAB service. 

4. Financial Implications 

4.1 This proposal enables the €72,000 budget shortfall to be addressed. 

4.2 The actual level of payments made to the CABx will reduce as follows:- 
Current payments less 4% for 201 2/13 €487,430 
Cessation of the money advice element of funding to 
Bellshill CAB € 30,096 
New level of payments 2457,334 

4.3 The budget for the CABx payments will be amended as follows:- 
Current budget less 4% f487,430 
Removal of one off transfer back to Chief Executives f 72,000 

€41 5,430 
Virement from within Trading Standards existing 
Supplies and Services budget € 41,904 
New budget $457,334 

5. Corporate Considerations 

5.1 In considering a report on the review of grants to external bodies at its meeting in February 
201 1, the Policy & Resources committee noted that the Environmental Services budget for 
2012113 would need to include a f72,000 saving to replace that provided by the Chief 
Executives on a one off basis for 201 1/12. This proposal will address that requirement. 

6. Recommendation 

6.1 It is recommended that the Committee approve: 

(i) 

(ii) 
(iii) 

the proposal to cease funding to Bellshill Citizens Advice Bureau for the provision of a 
money advice service as outlined in Section 3.1, and 
the virement outlined in section 4.3 
otherwise note the contents of this report 

CRAWFORD MORGAN 
HEAD OF PROTECTIVE SERVICES 
Local Government Access to Information Act: For further information please contact David Roderick, 
Trading Standards Manager on 01 236 856460. 


