
ABENDA ITEM No . -  !.Q -...... 

To: ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES Subject: MARKING THE DIAMOND JUBILEE 
COMMITTEE 

From: HEAD OF LAND SERVICES 

Date: 12 JUNE 2012 Ref: KW/BT/CS 

I. 

1.1 

2. 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

Purpose of Report 

This report seeks Committee approval and support for involvement in two National awards 
Schemes to mark the Queen Elizabeth’s Diamond Jubilee on behalf of the people of North 
Lanarkshire. 

Background 

The two programmes are Queen Elizabeth II Fields, operated through Fields in Trust 
Organisation; and the Diamond Jubilee Woods project, promoted through the Woodland 
Trust. Both projects have supporting patrons, Duke of Cambridge for QE2 Fields, and 
Princess Royal for Jubilee Woods. 

Queen Elizabeth I I  Fields 

The Fields in Trust describe their programme as follows: The Queen Elizabeth I1 Fields 
Challenge is our current flagship UK-wide programme to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee and 
London Olympic and Paralympic Games, as well as the 2014 Commonwealth Games by 
permanently protecting 2012 outdoor recreational spaces by 2012. All kinds of sites are 
eligible to become Queen Elizabeth I I  Field and to mark the great events of the year by 
participating in a mass participation event - Have a Field Day - on the spaces in June 201 2. 

All local authorities throughout Britain have been requested to identify suitable areas of 
public greenspace, which can be conserved and secured for future recreational use by local 
communities, under the designation Queen Elizabeth I1 Field. Historically the precedent was 
the King George V Fields scheme in 1936. Although the QE2 programme is being promoted 
and administered by Fields in Trust (new name of the National Playing Fields Association) it 
is intended to cover appropriate public greenspace. Land Services have put forward four 
areas for this Award, all of relatively limited size, which suit this conservation designation. 
They are: 

Colzium-Lennox Estate, Kilsyth 
Glenboig Village Park, Glenboig 
The Langriggs, Cumbernauld Village 
Dalzell Estate, Motherwell 

The Diamond Jubilee Wood 

The Woodland Trust say: Our vision is the creation of 60 Diamond Woods; one for each 
year of her Majesty’s reign. With the Queen’s support, the Woodland Trust is looking for 
landowners to create an exclusive Diamond Wood - one of just 60 in the UK. We expect 
these woods to reflect the wider scope of woodland; from art and fuel to flood prevention and 
recreation. 
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The aim of the Woodland Trust is to get millions of people across the UK to come together to 
plant six million trees this year. They are offering free Jubilee tree packs of 60-400 trees to 
local communities and schools. Any new woodland of over one acre can be designated a 
Jubilee Wood. And their flagship project is to promote the creation of 60 new Diamond 
Woods across the UK, each of around 60 acres. 

Coincidently, Land Services together with our partners Central Scotland Forest Trust (CSFT) 
were planning for mixed species tree planting on four areas in North Lanarkshire, which 
happens to total around 60 acres. When we contacted the Woodland Trust to see if this 
would match their criteria for a Diamond Wood, they said they would be happy to see a 
composite such as this, serving different communities, The four sites in which tree planting 
will take place later this year are at: 

Cumbernauld Community Park, Cumbernauld 
Chapelhall, Airdrie (by old Forestry Commission depot site) 
The Greenlink, South Calder, Motherwell 
Kingshill Local Nature Reserve, Allanton 

The Woodland Trust has now confirmed that our proposals for a North Lanarkshire Diamond 
Jubilee Wood are fully accepted nationally. As such it is currently one of six proposed 
Diamond Woods within Scotland, and to date the only one within the central belt of Scotland. 

3. Progress to date 

3.1 Queen Elizabeth I I  Fields in Trust 

Our proposals for the recognition of four sites have been accepted by Fields in Trust 
organisers, and puts North Lanarkshire on the map with other participating Councils in 
Scotland and throughout the UK. Local community representatives have been contacted by 
letter to indicate the intention of this scheme, and all four have returned written support for 
the proposal. Following Committee approval, Legal Services will have the authority to agree 
the protected status of these sites with Fields in Trust. We will also be contacting local 
communities again to see if they wish the assistance of our Countryside Ranger Service in 
running events such as guided walks or family days on the sites in June, and will include 
these in the forthcoming Greenspace Diary 2012. 

3.2 Diamond Jubilee Wood 

Following the acceptance by Woodland Trust of the proposal for a North Lanarkshire 
Diamond Wood, a meeting was held with local community representatives to discuss the 
details of the planting proposals; secondly to identify a week in which schools local to the 
sites can be involved in the establishment of the wood(s); and thirdly to identify opportunities 
for adult community involvement. The conclusion is that a week in May has been chosen 
with a community launch event on the first Saturday (within Cumbernauld Community Park), 
followed by planting by local school children on all four sites every week day with 
Countryside Rangers and Woodland Trust staff, and finished off with a second community 
launch day on the second Saturday (within Kingshill Local Nature Reserve). There will of 
course be forestry contractors on other days to undertake the bulk of the planting and tree 
protection required. 

4. Financial Implications 

4.1 The cost of the North Lanarkshire Diamond Wood creation (including five years 
maintenance) is f228,537. Of this total, f23,826 has been provided from NLC Land 
Services Capital 2011/12, and the remainder (90%) will be provided through Scottish Rural 
Development Programme grants for tree planting already approved. There is no financial 
output required for the QE2 Fields designation. 
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4.2 After the five years, maintenance will revert to the Council and will be funded within the 
Greenspace Arboriculture revenue budget. 

5. Recommendations 

5.1 That the Committee approve the proposal to have designated four parkland sites, namely 
Colzium-Lennox Estate, The Langriggs, Glenboig Village Park, and Dalzell Estate as Queen 
Elizabeth II Fields (Fields in Trust). 

5.2 That the Committee note the intention for this year’s tree planting on four areas to be offered 
the designation of a Diamond Jubilee Wood, with appropriate school and community 
involvement. 

HEAD OF LAND SERVICES 

Local Government Access to Information Act: For further information please contact Brian Thomson, 
Asst Business Manager-Greenspace Development 01 236 780636 (and 01 698 4020720) 
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