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Introduction 

A report to Committee in January 1999 described the development and listing of Sites of 
Importance for Nature Conservation in North Lanarkshire. Further reports in July 2004, and 
March 2008 and April 2011 recommended changes and additions. This current report is the 
fifth update, indicating some recommended boundary changes, additions and deletions. 

Background 

Over 300 Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC’s) were listed and described in 
North Lanarkshire by December 1998. They were based on knowledge from previous 
surveys, and designations in the District Local Plans of Motherwell, Cumbernauld & Kilsyth, 
Monklands, and Strathkelvin, together with new surveys conducted by the Conservation and 
Greening Unit, and the local survey team of the Scottish Wildlife Trust. 

Since January 1999, the significance of having a series of locally designated wildlife sites has 
grown. The North Lanarkshire Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), the result of a 
partnership of over 20 agencies, acknowledges the importance of identifying key sites for 
biodiversity in relation to priority habitats and species. 

The 2004 update added three new sites, deleted two and altered the boundary of 8 sites. In 
2008 there were 2 additions to the list, 4 deletions to the list, 3 changes to nomenclature, 26 
changes to boundaries in 2011 there were 5 additions, 1 deletion and 9 boundary changes. 
These changes resulted in a list of 371 current SlNC sites in North Lanarkshire. 

In 2006 Convention of Scottish Local Authorities (COSLA), Royal Town Planning Institute 
(RTPI) and Scottish National Heritage (SNH) published guidance on the operation of Local 
Wildlife Sites systems. Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) identifies the strengths of local site 
designation in affording some protection to sensitive sites through the development plan 
process. Greenspace Development Services have been reviewing North Lanarkshire SINC’s 
using the national guidance and recommending changes to the list and also recommending 
management for the most significant of these sites. This will continue to help the Council to 
fulfil its duties under the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 to enhance biodiversity, in 
line with the published North Lanarkshire Biodiversity Action Plan. 

Results Of Updates Of Sinc’s 

Recommended Chansles to the SlNC lists 

A full list of all the additions deletions and changes is given in appendix I. Maps of these 
changes are available in the member’s library. 
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In summary there are 
0 9 additions to the list 

5 changes to boundaries 

These changes will result in a list of 380 current SlNC sites in North Lanarkshire. 

Recommendations 

That the Committee recommends the adoption of the updated report and the associated maps 
of updated SINC’s, to be included in the Local Plan process. 

That the core data continues to be held in the North Lanarkshire Biological Record Centre by 
Greenspace Development Services at Palacerigg House and is made available to relevant 
Council Departments and external countryside agencies, in particular SNH, Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) and the Central Scotland Forest Trust. Relevant 
parts of the database should be provided to anyone who requests the information for land in 
their ownership. 

That this report be referred to Planning and Transportation Committee for information. 

HEAD OF LAND SERVICES 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information on this report, please contact 
Vicky Abernethy, Assistant Business Manager Greenspace Services on 01 236 780636. 
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Appendix I 

Proposed amendments to SINC’S Mav 2012 

Extension to SINC’S 

Car Sike Woodland Ref: 751028 
Extension to this site taking in an area of woodland to the south and to the north west. There 
is also a small deletion to the north of this site the blue area on map. 

Faskine Estate Woodland and Ponds Ref: 76/48 
Small extension to the north joining onto North Calder Water- GreenendKalderbank and an 
extension to the south. This area is broad leaved woodland like the rest of the site. 

Fairy Glen Ref: 76/67 
Extension to the north west to take in an area of broadleaved woodland and to the south west 
of the site to take in the area of ancient woodland. 

The Voe Ref: 86/65 
Extension to this site to take in other pond with existing Water Vole. 86/65 

New SINC’S 

Easter Moffat Peatland and Grassland Ref: 804652 
Area between two SINC’S the site includes an area of bog, marsh grassland, and acid 
grassland. The grassland is abundant in wild pansy rare for North Lanarkshire and the 
marshy grassland has large clumps of marsh violet. The site would benefit from a reduction 
in grazing pressure. 
Species Diversity 0 
Species Rarity 2 
Habitat Rarity 1 
Habitat Extent 2 
Connectivity 3 
Total of 8/15 

Gartliston Wetland Ref: 729671 
This is an area of wetland with small ponds and marshy grassland it is good habitat for 
ground nesting birds such as lapwing and snipe and also has the potential for water vole and 
great crested newts. 
Species Diversity 1 
Species Rarity 2 
Habitat Rarity 2 

Connectivity I 
Habitat Extent 1 

Total 7/15 
Copse Wood Ref: 733674 

35 



4 

4 

This is an ancient Oak woodland a United Kingdom Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitat. 
There are also bluebells amongst the ground flora this is a Scottish Biodiversity Action Plan 
Priority Species. 
Species Diversity 1 
Species Rarity 3 
Habitat Rarity 3 
Habitat Extent 0 
Connectivity 1 
Total 811 5 

Riccard Johnston Ref: 757590 
This is an area of mixed habitats with broadleaved and conifer plantations, hedgerows and 
grasslands. It is one of the Countryside Rangers Site Stewardship Sites and has been put 
forward for a Woodlands In and Around Towns (WIAT) grant application in 201 7. 
The site has a good variety of bird life and rare plant life. 
Species Diversity I 
Species Rarity 2 
Habitat Rarity I 
Habitat Extent 2 
Connectivity 1 
Total 711 5 
Good Educational Potential. 

South Hirst Grassland Ref: 866632 
This is an area of acid grassland at the bottom of a quarry. When surveyed there were a pair 
of nesting kestrel on the quarry face. The acid grassland is of extremely good quality with 
some locally rare flora species such as field gentian. There is also some peatland within this 
area. 
Species Diversity 2 
Species Rarity 3 
Habitat Rarity 2 
Habitat Extent I 
Connectivity 1 
Total 9/15 

Braedale Hill Ref: 828560 
This is one of the Countryside Rangers Site Stewardship Sites and is a very good area for 
education; the Rangers already use the area for educational purposes with the 3 local 
primary schools. 
The site has some diverse grasslands with flora species such as northern marsh orchid and 
common spotted orchid. The cinnabar moth caterpillar has also been recorded on this site; 
one of only a few sites in North Lanarkshire. 
Species Diversity 1 
Species Rarity 2 
Habitat Rarity 1 
Habitat Extent 2 
Connectivity 2 
Total 811 5 

South Landridge Wetland Ret801606 
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This site is part of a larger area removed in the last SlNC report as it was inaccessible at the 
time. Through a desk based survey the area was wrongly identified as being below SlNC 
criteria. 
It was possible to access the whole area this year and this small area was found to pass the 
SlNC criteria. 
Species Diversity I 
Species Rarity 3 
Habitat Rarity 2 

Connectivity 1 
Habitat Extent 0 

Total 711 5 

North Calder Water- Greenend Ref: 744637 
This area is part of a riparian corridor with SINC’s to either side of it; the area seems to have 
been overlooked when originally surveyed. 
Species Diversity 1 
Species Rarity 1 
Habitat Rarity 3 
Habitat Extent 0 
Connectivity 3 
Total 811 5 

Brownsburn Ref; 766641 
This site was altered through a previous committee. Since that time the site has had 
significant habitat work carried out in it and the potential of this site as an educational 
resource has been realised. The site is now planned as a Local Nature Reserve (LNR) due to 
its variety of habitats, number of Biodiversity Action Plan Species and its proximity to the 
local school. 
The original 3 SINC’s that covered this area now form part of this one designation. 
Species Diversity 2 
Species Rarity 3 
Habitat Rarity 1 

Connectivity 1 
Habitat Extent 2 

Total 911 5 

Reduction to SINC’s 

Drumcap Plantation (East) Ref: 77/47B 
Reduction to the south east of the site to take out the poor Semi-improved Grassland. 

Car Sike Woodland Ref: 77102B 
There is a small reduction to the north of this site as the woodland boundary has changes 
and the area is now poor semi-improved grassland this reduction is signified by the blue area 
on the map. 
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