
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

To: AlRDRlE LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP 

From: HEAD OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

Subject: AlRDRlE TOWN CENTRE 
ACTION PLAN 

I Date: 10 October 201 2 I Ref: DPT/Ol/Ol/KG 

1. 

1.1 

2. 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

Purpose of Report 

This report seeks to update the Partnership and Committee on the progress made on the 
Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan projects and initiatives. 

Airdrie Town Centre Framework and Action Plan 

The Airdrie Town Centre Action plan was approved by North Lanarkshire Council’s 
Economic Regeneration Committee in March 2005 as a multi-agency and wide ranging 
approach for the regeneration process in Airdrie Town Centre. This report is the latest in a 
series of updates provided at each cycle of the Area Partnership on the individual projects 
contained within the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan which are under development or have 
been recently completed. The report also provides an update on the anticipated programme 
for the new Airdrie town centre framework and action plan. 

As previously reported to the Local Area Partnership, Town Centre Frameworks are being 
produced by the Council to guide future management and change in North Lanarkshire’s 
town centres, to continue to build on the successes that have been achieved to date. A 
guidance note which sets out the process for preparing these Frameworks can be viewed 
at www.northlanarkshire.aov.uk/framework 

The Council is currently progressing survey and consultation work associated with the first 
phase of the town centre frameworks. Airdrie town centre will be within the second phase to 
be progressed, and it is planned to commence survey and consultation work on the Airdrie 
town centre framework in early 2013. This will involve the undertaking of surveys with town 
centre businesses and traders and customer perception surveys with town centre users and 
the people of Airdrie. These customer perception surveys will be undertaken using survey 
machines located in key buildings and facilities in the town centre, and online on the 
Council’s website. Workshops and drop-in sessions will also be arranged with Council 
Services, Local Members, partners, town centre stakeholders, trader representatives, 
community and local interest groups. Further detail on the anticipated programme will be 
provided at the next cycle of the Local Area Partnership. 

A capital bid for Town Centres is currently under preparation for the five year period from 
2013/14 - 2017/18 to secure funding for delivery of future capital projects and initiatives in 
each town centre through the new Frameworks and associated action plans. Future 
Partnership meetings will be advised of the progress of the bid in relation to Airdrie. The 
Partnership are reminded that there is no allocated budget for works in Airdrie town centre 
within the town centres capital budget for the current financial year. 
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Project Updates 

Airdrie Town Centre - streetscaoe works 

As advised at the last Local Area Partnership, the Council’s Roads and Transportation 
Service have allocated funding towards the improvement of Graham Street roadway during 
this financial year. The works will involve resurfacing of the granite sett road surface with 
hot rolled asphalt, repair of crossing points, retaining the granite sett parking bays and new 
yellow lining to reinforce parking restrictions outwith the parking bays. These works will be 
implemented through existing contractual arrangements of the Council’s Roads and 
Transportation Service. 

Sir John Wilson Town Hall 

The refurbishment works at Sir John Wilson Town Hall are now completed. Ducting to 
enable a future floodlighting scheme of the building has been included within the paving 
works to the front of the building, to avoid any disruption to the newly laid paving in the near 
future. Public realm and architectural lighting proposals have been prepared by North 
Lanarkshire Council Landscape Services and a specialist lighting designer, and will be 
circulated to Local Members, community councils and other local groups for comment. The 
lighting works require Listed Building Consent, and it is intended to submit the necessary 
applications before Christmas, to allow the works to proceed expediently once funding 
becomes available. In this regard, the Sir John Wilson Town Hall architectural lighting 
project is included within the list of projects for the 2013/14 - 2014/15 Local Development 
Programme, for which approval is sought. A funding contribution towards the proposed 
public realm improvements adjacent to the town hall and John Smith pool is also identified 
within the Local Development Programme project list, which it is hoped could be 
supplemented by town centres capital funding, subject to the outcome of a capital bid for 
funding in future financial years. 

Town Centre Activities 

Along with NHS Health and Promotion, Town Centre Activities (TCA) are working to 
establish Airdrie as the first “see me” town centre in the UK. Using a whole town approach, 
the promotion of positive mental health messages and encouraging businesses to sign up 
to the “see me” pledge, this initiative aims to reduce stigma associated with mental health. 
The project has the approval of SAMH (Scottish Association for Mental Health). 

Preparations are well underway for the annual switching on of the Christmas lights on 
Thursday 22 November. A festive programme of entertainment is being arranged to 
precede the switch-on which will be performed by the Provost or Deputy Provost. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note progress made on the projects and 
initiatives contained within the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan. 

SHIRLEY LINTON 
HEAD OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Kirsty Gray on 01 236 632629 (1 7 September 2012) 
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