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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to inform the members of the Environmental Services Committee 
of the various events being held in the three country parks across NLC. The report will also 
highlight the potential for attracting future activities and events within the Councils Country 
Parks. 

Background 

The events industry is worth f36bn to the UK economy and some of the really big major 
events have the potential to have a real impact on how the economy performs in terms of job 
creation, local business, local regeneration and both local and national economic outcomes. 

Local financial benefits have identified a significant income opportunity for individual 
businesses as a consequence of major national events being held within North Lanarkshire’s 
Country Parks. These events could attract income in the region of f250,OOO with some major 
events contributing several millions of pounds to the local economy. 

The events strategy in NLC is determined by the Corporate Events Steering Group for which 
the Authorities Countryside Visitors Service is a member, along with representation from 
Eventscotland and NLC inputs to that on a regular basis through seminars, conferences, 
training days, and via face to face officer interaction. 

Events strategy in NLC is determined by the Corporate Events Steering Group of which the 
Assistant Business Manager, Countryside Visitor Services (ABM, CVS), is a member along 
with representation from Regeneration, Tourism, Leisure and Learning and North Lanarkshire 
Leisure. This group is responsible for applying for events funding through Eventscotland, 
determining which major events to support and operates as a conduit between the sports and 
events industries and the services. 

Individual facilities such as Ravenscraig, Concert Hall, Strathclyde Park and other Country 
Parks, etc, also book and determine their own timetable of events for the year. 

Countrvside Visitor Services 

CVS is made up of the three country parks, Strathclyde, Drumpellier and Palacerigg, and 
several smaller sites. 

They each have a programme of events every year with the smaller sites also staging one or 
two. In the main, these events take place during the spring, summer and autumn, however 
Strathclyde, the main outdoor event site in North Lanarkshire also has some events during the 
winter, albeit, reduced in number. 
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The country park events are run in conjunction with Greenspace Development who, along with 
CVS, make up the section Countryside and Landscape. Their Landscape unit also input into 
the event project and safety plans and they supply specialist staff for major events and 
regattas. In addition, the Countryside Ranger Service run several events in the country parks 
each year which is not captured here. 

Many of the larger events such as the Fireworks Displays and Choices for Life type events are 
delivered by multi-agency groups. The Strathclyde Park Firework Display, for instance, is 
organised by a team consisting of :- 

NLC - CVS 
Police Scotland 
Scottish Fire and Rescue Service 
St. Andrews Ambulance 
NLC Roads 
South Lanarkshire Council 
NLC Tourism and Marketing 
M&Ds 
NLC Health and Safety 

Strathclyde Country Park has a lengthy list of national and international events staged over the 
last four decades that places it as one of the premier Scottish events venues and is 
strategically important to the Lanarkshire, Glasgow and Scottish events industries. Most of this 
level of event requires input across various departments of the council with Legal Services, 
Property Services, Building Control, Health and Safety, Finance, Learning and Leisure and 
Waste Management being heavily involved in addition to the previous list of partners. 

Events Strategy 

Much of the work that goes on in attracting events is done behind the scenes but bids for 
Major Events is an important aspect of the CVS workload. They work closely with 
Eventscotland, Visitlanarkshire, Scottishrowing, British Triathlon, the music industry, 
professional events companies, charities and a host of other groups and organisations. 

Some events come to NLC because of the unique facilities that reside within its boundaries - 
for instance, the Home International Rowing Championships come round every four years 
when it is Scotland’s turn to host. Others have to be competed for under a bidding process. 
The Commonwealth Games is an example of this where Strathclyde Country Park 
undoubtedly helped to enhance the package that Glasgow put forward when their facilities in 
situ could have looked rather thin on the ground. 

Sometimes CVS are aiding the process as in the International Children’s Games. At other 
times they are at the forefront of the drive to secure an event such as when they joined forces 
with British Rowing to bid for the 201 5 World Rowing Championships. 

Whilst CVS have taken part in marketing, such as at SECC Events Show, much of the growth 
in events has come from the positive reputation of the parks. Events such as the Great 
Scottish Swim, Triathlons and Music festivals have come about by identifying a trend and 
supporting events companies to grow the customer or participant bases. 

The CVS also examine local opportunities for development of events or infrastructure within 
the Country Parks. For example early negotiations are currently being held between NLC and 
Bellshill and Mossend Community Groups concerning the possible development of the 
Bothwelhaugh pitch facility. This facility has been underused for a number of years now and 
all opportunities for future development of this area are being investigated. 
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Across the 3 country parks and smaller sites, events facilitated by CVS attract in excess of 
162,000 participants and spectators e.g. the four fireworks displays have virtually the 
equivalent of quarter of the population of North Lanarkshire attending at a cost of 13p per 
head of population. Strathclyde Fire Brigade stated at the latest debrief that they had noted a 
significant drop in callouts on fireworks night and were attributing this to the organised 
displays. 

The Future 

Environmental Services are working closely with the Scottish Government to pursue a long- 
term solution to the water quality issue in Strathclyde Loch and in the meantime Watersports 
events will be re-focussed back to surface sports (with the exception of the Commonwealth 
Games). 

Land events will continue to be encouraged in all the parks. 

Work will continue to assist companies to provide medium sized music events. 

The identification of new events themes and the encouragement of these will continue. 

CVS will pro-actively assist various partners to secure Major Events in the coming years and 
identify opportunities to use the CG2014 as a springboard to secure interest. 

The priority over the next two years will be the delivery of a first rate Commonwealth Games 
Triathlon in 2014 when both Strathclyde Country Park and North Lanarkshire Council will take 
their place on the World Events Stage. 

Beyond that the build up to the Glasgow 201 8 Youth Olympics will take precedence assuming 
that the current bid is successful. 

Recommendation 

The Environmental Services Committee note the content of this report and agree the 
direction for events in Countryside Visitor Services for the years 201 3-1 8. 

KENNETH WILSON 
HEAD OF LAND SERVICES 
Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report please contact 
Tom Gallagher, Assistant Business Manager, Countryside Visitor Services, on 01 698 402080 
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