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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Date: 13 August 201 3 Ref: CM/DR 

From: HEAD OF PROTECTIVE SERVICES 
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Purpose 

This report seeks the Committee’s approval for the Trading Standards Animal Feed Plan for 
201 3-1 4 

Background 

A Framework Agreement on Official Feed and Food Law Controls agreed between the Food 
Standards Agency and Local Authorities sets out planning and delivery requirements expected 
of local authorities based on statutory codes of practice. 

Feed law enforcement, including the quality, composition and labelling of animal feeding 
stuffs, is the responsibility of the Trading Standards service. With its close links to food safety 
law enforced by the Business Regulation service, the delivery arrangements for feed law have 
previously been contained within that service’s Operational Plan. However, with an increasing 
emphasis being placed on feed law enforcement by the Food Standards Agency, a separate 
service plan for this function has now been produced on an annual basis since 2012-13. 

The service plan produced for this purpose is seen as an important part of the process to 
ensure that national standards and priorities are delivered locally, and to that end the service 
plan will provide the basis on which the Council’s arrangements for feed law enforcement will 
be monitored and audited by the Food Standards Agency. The Agency has announced plans 
to carry out separate feed law audits of Councils, instead of on the same occasion as food law 
controls as in previous years. 

Proposal 

Animal feeds play an important part in the food chain and the arrangements in the service plan 
cover feeding stuffs, feed hygiene and primary production enforcement. Guidance contained in 
the Framework Agreement requires the service plan to cover certain areas including aims and 
objectives, delivery and resources, and quality assessment and review. 

There are around 500 feed businesses in North Lanarkshire including a feed mill, farms and 
retailers supplying domestic animal food. The service plan contains details of the number and 
type of inspections to be carried out at various operators, along with details of both formal and 
informal samples to be taken for analysis to ensure that feeds are safe, comply with 
compositional requirements and are correctly labelled. 

The plan also contains arrangements for dealing with complaints about feedstuffs, feed safety 
alerts, providing advice to business, and supporting the Home Authority Principle and Primary 
Authority Partnerships. It is also proposed to carry out specific work during the year targeting 
unregistered premises including those that supply waste food into the animal feed chain. 
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A copy of the plan has been placed in the Member’s Library. It is a requirement of the 
Framework Agreement that service plans are approved by the Council through the 
Authority’s usual arrangements. Once approved the service plan will be available on the 
Council website. 

A review of last year’s plan for 2012-13 has also been carried out and a summary of the 
activities and outcomes is attached as an Appendix to this report. 

Financial Implications 

All Feed Law enforcement activities are contained within the Trading Standards budget and 
there are no additional financial implications arising from these proposals. 

Corporate Considerations 

The Council is under a statutory duty to enforce principal legislation dealing with Feed Law 
controls and the framework agreement requires it to approve an agreed service plan for that 
purpose. There are no additional personnel, legal or property implications arising from this 
report. 

Recommendation 

That the Committee: 
a) approves the Animal Feed Service Plan for 201 3-201 4, 
b) notes the review of activities for 201 2/13, and 
c) otherwise notes the contents of this report. 

CRAWFORD MORGAN 
HEAD OF PROTECTIVE SERVICES 
Local Government Access to Information Act: For further information please contact Carol Fraser, 
Senior Trading Standards Officer on 01 236 856340. 
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Appendix 

Environmental Services 

Tradinq Standards Service 

Feed Plan 2012-2013 Review 
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Review of Feed Plan 20121 2013 

Feeding Stuffs Premises Interventions: 

PIdnned Actual 
Primary Production visits (Food and Feed) 15 15* 
Primary Production visits (Feed only) 5 5 
Registered/ Approved Premises (non Primary 7 7 
Production Visits) 
Retailers 21 6 21 3 

*2 of the premises that had been planned to be inspected were no longer carrying out 
primary production activities that were liable for inspection. Visits were carried out to an 
additional 2 premises. Funding from the Food Standards Agency of f 1000 was awarded to 
partially meet the costs of carrying out 10 of the inspections. 

Feeding Stuffs Complaints 

One complaint was received concerning farm animal feed that had been manufactured in 
North Lanarkshire, which was investigated and found to be unfounded. 

Two complaints were received regarding petfoods, neither of which resulted in any 
enforcement action, other than to liaise with the Primary Authority Trading Standards local 
authority in respect of one of the complaints. 

Feeding Stuffs Sampling 

Six informal samples were taken of pet animal feed from a distributor based in the area, as 
part of a SCOTTS West of Scotland Quality Group project and were analysed in relation to 
the accuracy of the declared constituents. Four of the samples were found to be satisfactory. 
Two were found to be deficient in oil and the results were forwarded to the Primary Authority 
Trading Standards local authority to raise with the company in concern. 

Four formal farm animal feed samples were taken from a feed manufacturer within the 
Authority and analysed as regards the accuracy of the declared constituents. Three of the 
four samples were determined to be deficient in oil. The matter was further investigated and 
no action was deemed necessary. 

Seven informal samples of farm animal feed were taken as part of a SCOTTS West of 
Scotland Quality Group project, to determine whether there were any issues as regards 
pesticides residues, heavy metals and mycotoxins in silages, haylages and grains. Four 
samples were found to be compliant. The results for 2 samples are still pending. 
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